{2. Theix Conſolations, and 


| The Exccllency of the fear of God: 


= 
- RI 


wiatthes...rickd eulde ao Pen 4 
- RR OC TC 


_ 


Eh CY ITRP, co * 


I» Their Sebfnn and Sufferings .. 


3. Their Salvation and Ecernal Glory: 


I Togetber with 


The Goodneſs and Pleafantncls of Biotherly Lo Es 'F 
The Wiſdom of Hearing the Voice of the Rad” aq p 
Repentance 'the only way to Texvegd = 4 


FW VEN RC. 


Delinexed ; in rant LEW by the late Re F 
Miniſter of Chriſt Mr 11i//1am Bridg, (nn Per - the 
Word' of God at Tarmouth. 


— 


OY ance CUSD 


EY * ———————— 


Lowe, Printed for Nath, Conch in Fuctane- Aly orcen 


# 
* LEE Fo” 
we Ka w_ TW, #4 Ivy - & by 4 4 - 
p *> bn F 4, <2 * 3 46 & » & ER” 1 4 > # 4 S ; 
Ds pe” WEE 61 HY Bk S. | LE, 
Lites \ SPA” EE oP = : 


. Price A "av —_ - 
wn 5h ES £20000 Sor > MOR? Ex - 
- ERIE Adore + <4, A = GP. 

C4 Coonet ED; 


[ 

4 

3 % Vs 
% bp os 


The Reader is defired before he begin, to corre theſe 
material faults, beſides ſome literal ones, which be 
is defired to pardon. 


N pag- 9-& 10. and in ſeveral places, for F«d:- 

cious, 7» Judicial: p. 11. 1. 10. blot out the door of : 
P 18. 1. 17. for Fudicions, r. Judicial: P+ 61+ |. 1+ 
for renewed, r. removed: p, g9. |. 19. r. humbled for 
tbe went of Faith : p- 114-1. 2. r. as be increaſeth in 
Godlineſs : p. 129+ blot out the firſt line. 
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| To the Reader. 
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| XZ 7&7 2-4 ls Laborirs of chis Res 
SEN vcrond Author (now 
with God ) both jn 
Prine and in Preach- 
| ing, havealready praic 
= led him in the Gate; 
_ and make his name and memory fit 
remain, and continue like a preci- 
ous Oyntment , notwithſtanding the' 
vainendeavours of {ome,to make both 
himſelf and Writings ridiculous; in 
which kind , though they may be 
z abundantly repayed , fince a late 
Author makes . (ome on all ſides 
guiky of the like; yer there is cauſe 
ro fear, (whatſoever innocent defign' 
| may be pretended by chols Witty 
men ) that Religion it ſelf may be 
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Ctices. 

It is hoped that theſe Sermons will 
give no occaſion for ſuch Cavills, bur 
that they may be of ule to ſome per- 
{ons, to- direct, and confirm them in 
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contemned and flighted by {uch Pra- | 


the good old wayes of God, though 


they may want much of thoſe advan- 


rages, which it may be the Authors | 


WEE 56s pa 


own hand would have beſtowed upon 


them. Andupon that Account, the 


Reader is deſired not to be offended, 


though ſome things may not be ſoex- 
act of plain as — be wiſhed, nor 
ro 1mpute it tot 


theſe diladyantages, lome. may 


(through the bleſſing of God) reap. | 
profit and benefit by them , they are. 
here publiſhed and ſubmicted co the. 


Judgement of rhe Candid Reader. . 
J. 0 


e Author in the | 

leaſt, burro look upon ir only as the |. | 

faulr of the Tranſcriber, or Publiſher. . 
Yet hoping that notwithſtanding 


Upon the Death of Mr. William Bridg | 
a faithful and painful Labourer ia - 
the Lords Vineyard. 


Ven as a Lamp that ſpcndeth nor 
Is Oyle, that we may do our work, thereby : 

Or as a ſparkling Star, which ſhineth bright, 

Thereby direGing Travelers by night : 

Or as the Sun, that by bis cheerful rayes 

Diſperſeth darkneſs, and bis beams "288 

On the cold Earth, whereby be makes it ſpring 

With fruitful crops, which joyfulneſs doth bring : 
So Bridg diſpersd bis fraitful beams whilſt here, 
But now bes fixed in a bigher Sphere. 


Tow thar bxve rhjtt; firrow and joy to blend 


: Somewhat of both upon this Prophet ſpend. 


Grieve for your loſs, and yet rejuyce in this 

He's gone from trouble to a place of bliſs - 
Mourn, that you did no more improve bis pains. 
And yet rejoyce, that he now reaps the gains. 

Weep that ſo bright a Lamp no longer ſhin'd , 

Tet joy in thoſe choice works be left behind. 

Mourn that ſuch Lights dv ſet, and when ye ave done, 


' Foy that be's there, where needs not Moon nor Sun 3 


A3 Which 


a Buz bath eternal Glory for its Light : 


. Andler rhoſe darkned intervalls you ſee, 

| eaſe your longing in that place to be : 

| r bere are changes , Prophets tos muſt dye 3 
| Tet les me that expreſſion molifie. 

| If the Philoſopher of old could ſay , 


OLED 
- AS." 2 
bad £; 
£ 


All-of me hall not dye; then jure we may 
| Tranſcendently affirm of Bridg, that he 

| Tos lives, | and: ſhall live to Eternity : 

He lives in Heaven, on Earth be doth the ſame ; 

E -] There in his Soul, Here in his Works and Name. - 
\ | And though bis Body now be turn'd to Duſt 
| Tet at the Reſurrefion of the juſt, 
; Each Atom qo be gat ercd, fo to raiſe 
A plorious fabrick to his Maſters praiſe 
Pp. Soul _ Bedy jointly then Thal ſong, ; Is 
Grave where's thy Conqueſt, Death where #tby ſting # 
And then in Triumph ſhall aſcend on high, 
Having obtain'd through Chriſt, the Vidory. 
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SERMON I. 
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Matias 
—— 


MATTH. 20-15, 16; 


Is it not lawful for me to do what I will 
with my own? Þ thine eye evil becauſe 
'T am good * — So the laſt. ſpall be firſt, _. © 
= ff laſt ; for many be Called 
but few Choſ - 


hoſen. 


> DO intend ( God willing )) 
to ſhew you the freenets of 
the Grace of God iv refe-- 
rence to mens Employments 
and Swfferings,and theretore 
have made choice of this 
Scripture, wherein you have the Parable of 
certain Labourers in the Vineyard, the Pa- 
rable is propounded and applyed 5 pro- 


pounded from verſ. 1. to verſe16, For the 
| B Kingdom 
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Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a man that 

is an Houſeholder, which went out early in the 
morning to hire Labourers into his Vineyard, 


pres 


7 


and when he had agreed with the Labourers for 
a penny a day, he ſent them into his Vineyard ; 
and he went out about the third hour, and 


ſaw others ſtanding in the Market-place ;, and 


he ſaid unto them, go ye alſo into the Vine- 
yard, and whatſoever is right IT will give 
you, and they went their way; and again he 
went about the frxxth hour, and the ninth 
bour, and did likewiſe ; and about the ele- 


wenth hour he went out and faw others idle, 


and he ſaid unto them, Why ſtand you here all 


the day idle * And they ſaid unto hins, be- 
cauſe no man hath hired w : be ſaid unto 
them, go you alſo into the Vinejard, and 
whatſoever is right , that ſhall you receive. 
So when Evcn was come, the Lord ſaid untq his 
Steward of the Vincyard, call the Labourers 


' and give them their hire, beginning from 


the laſt even to the firſt, and when they came 


that were hired about the eleventh hour, the 
received every man a penny, but when the fa 


came they ſuppoſed that they ſhould have re- 
ceived more, and they likewiſe received eve- 
ry mana penny, and when they had received 
it, they murmured againſt the good man of 
the kouſe, ſaying, theſe laſt have wrought but 
Cre hour, and thou haſt made them cquel to 
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Services and Sufferingr. 3 
w that bave born the burthen and heat of the 
dey. But he anſwered one of them, and fatd, 
friend T do thee no wrons 5 didfſt thou not 
agree with me for a penny 2 take that thine 
Z5, and go thy way; I will give unto this 
laſt, even as unto the firſt: Is it mot lawful 
for me to do what I will with my own? Is 
thy eye evil, becauſe 1 am good? ſo the laſt 
ſhall be firſt, and the firſt laſt ; becauſe many 
are called, but few choſen. 

And thus far the Parable goes, to ſhew 
that all is of free Grace, both for ſervice 
and for ſuffering. Now if you mind the 
firſt Verſe of the Parable, you will kad ir 
brought in with a for. For the Kingdom 
of Heaven is like nnto a man, &c. The for- 
mer Chapter ſaith, For we have forſaken 
all to follow thee, and what ſhall w2 have, 
But Jeſus ſaith, be that hath or ſaken Father 
or Mother, Wife or Children, Flowſes or Lands 
for my ſake, ſhall receive a hundred fold, 
and inherit eternal life 3 and they that ate 
laſt ſoall be firſt, and the firſt ſhall be laſs. 

Thus ſhall it be in /wfermmg, many that 
.are firſt ſhail be laſt; aud to it ſhall be in 
ſervice, in employment and in labour. For 
after he had ſpuken this Parable of the La- 
bourers, he concludes the laſt ſhall be firſt, 
and the firſt left; concluding for ſuffering 
.and for ſervice : and he gives the Reaſon 

-  * of 


Free grace to Believers it#4h 


4 


of it from our EleQion ; for many are cal- 


led, but few choſen: and ſhews the grounds 
of it, that it is of free grace, the firſt ſhall 
be laſt. and the laſt firſt. So that as ro ſer- 
vice,and as to ſuffering, all is of free grace. 
Now take theſe words asthey are in rela- 
tion to the former, and they will afford us 
this DoQrine : 2 

Do&. That there is much of the freeneſs 
of the grace of God, laid out both in our ſer- 
vices and ſufferings. 


Free grace in the matter of our ſervices 
and labour, and freegrace to the matter 
of our ſuffering:s. The firſt ſhall be laff, 
and the laſt firſt : for many ſhall becalled,but 
Jew choſen. 'Y 

For the proſecution of this DoArine,l 
ſhall | 

Firſt, Labour to ſhew you, That it is 
a great mercy tobeuſed for God, and by 
God, either in a way of ſervice or ſuffer- 
ring for his Name, G j 

Secondly, That there are ſome that God 
doth eſpecially ſiggle out to ſerve him, or 
to ſuffer for him. | 

Thirdly, That it is the free grace of 
God, that one ſerves above another. 
Fourthly, I ſhall ſhew wherein this free 
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grace of God doth appear or ſhine forth 
io the matter of our employment and ſuf- 
ferings. : 

Fifthly, I ſhall ſhew, why God will or- 
der and diſpoſe of our ſervices and ſuffe- 
riogs in the way of free grace, or free 
love. | 

Firſt, I ſay, it is a great mercy to be 
uſed for God, or by God in the matter of 
ſervice or ſufferings, it is a great mercy to 
be employed in any work for God. For, 

_ Firſt, The more ſerviceable any man or 
woman.is for God, the more they honour 
God; and the more they honour God, the 
| morewill God honour them: when I te- 
* | Rtifie of any excellency in God, then [ 
| honour God : when God teſtifies of any 
| honourin me, then God honours me; as 
now when God calls me to any ſervice, 
| | then God teſtifies an excellency in me, then 
God honours me : when a Governour puts 
3 | any honourupon a common Souldier, he 
' | calls himforth to ſpecial ſervice - fo iris. 
- | an honour for a man to be ſerviceable to 
God. This was the honour of Moſes, 
1 | Moſes the ſervant of the Lord: and when 
the Holy Ghoſt puts an honour upon Da- 
vid, he ſayes, The P/alme of David the ſer- 
f | vant of theLord - Not the Pſalm of David 
the King of 1ſrael, no, _ Pſalm of me 
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the ſervant of the Lord-..;So” 
Teſtament this was Paxls hanour, Paxl the 
ſervant of the Lord. Now is it notagreat 
honour to bunour God, and tobe owned 
byGod ? Thus it is with them that ſerve 
the Lord. | 

Secondly, The more ſerviceable any 
man is for God in his Generation, the more 
apt Cod is to accept of his work, though 
there be failings tn the work : obſerve 
what pieat failings there was 1n Aaron,yet 
God accepted of toe work. - 

Thirdly, The more ſerviceable any. man 
is whileſt he lives, the more comfortably 
he will dye, when he comes to dye : 
what 1s a mans. comfort upon his death- 
bed, bur that according ro |his' meaſure 
he hath ſerved God? faith Chriſt, Glorifie 
me Oh Father, for I have done the work that 
thon haſt ſent me to do, And ſoir is a 
mans ccmtort to do the work that God 
gives him-todo; yea, it will be his com- 
fort 2t the day of death. 

Fourthly, The more ſerviceable any 
man is whillt he lives, the more he ſhall 


ſpeak when he 1s dead ; there are them 
that being dead yet (peak : why, what - 


ſpeaks Abe/l, but Faith, good Works, good 
Examples? He offered a. better Sacrifice 
than Cir, he was truly ſerviceable to 


n the New 
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. God in his day, and now he ſpeaks when 
he is dead 3 Thus Abe//did, and thus it is 
with a ſerviceable man. Look how it is 
with a wicked man that 1s ſerviceable to 
the Devil, and that writes wicked and 
wanton Books that ſpeak when heis dead ; 
ſo is it with a man that is ſerviceable un- 

| to God. '»This honour is in the ſervice of 

God above all others 3 and to ſay no 
more, this is the thing that is defired more 
in ſome reſpetts, than the enjoyment of 

Heaven, 7 defire ( faith the Apoſtle) ro be 

diſſolved, and tobe with Chriſt, which is beſt 

of all: yet nevertheleſs for your ſakes, and 
the ſervice of the Churches T deſire to live. $9 

| that I ſay in one reſpect this is more de- 

firable than Heaven 3 for no ſuch work is 

to be done in Heaven. And is it not a 

great matter, very great tobe ſerviceable 

| unto God, to be uſed and employed by 

God either in fervice or ſuffering ? $ 

Secondly , As it 1s a great mercy to. '- Þ# 
ſerve for God, fois it not a great mercy - 
| to ſuffer for God : to be called -ont ro 

ſuffer for the Name af Chriſt ?* For faith 

* | the former Chapter, We have forſaken Fa- 

| ther «nd Mother, Wife and Children, Houſes 

' | and Lands for the ſake of Chriſt > but ſaith 

* | Cbrift, he that forſakes ſo mmch for me, ſhall 

| 


"receive 4 hundred fold, and eternal life ; yea, 


| he 


« A $ 246 © 
[2 Loaded PR. 8 . RY 
£ 
«1, AATTRAEL 4 / 17:6 a 
oy 


2» Ls 


Fg 8 : He | wy , RE 's 'F 
ke © K Es he a $1 : 


he that ſuffers for me, ſhall reign with me. 


Ae 


You carcy a burthen, bur Chriſt carries the 
heavy end, and you have communion with 
Chrift alſo thereby ; and thereby alſa 
your heart ſhall be filled with comfort, 
yea, even the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt : 
the Spirit of God dwells in eyery believer 3 
and that man that : ſuffers for God, the 


| Spirit of G2d reſts upon him, as the Dove 


reſted upon the Earth : and lo ſaith Peter, 
the Spirit of God and of glory reſteth in you. 
A manis-n:ver more glorified, than when 
he ſuffers tur God : remember that: When 
our Saviour Chriſt was upon the Crols, 
he was then glorious before the eyes of 
Heaven, ave wvever more glorious [than 
then; for row is the Son of man glorified © 
ſo may you ſay whea in ſufferings, Now 
am] glorified; Oh, the glory of a Chri- 
{tian!Nay, ſayes the Martyr when going to 
the Stake, Now I begin to be a Chriftian. 
And thereby he 1s atjured of eternal life 
and ſalvagion. Our preſent light afflictions 
( faith the Apoſtle”) works an eternal and 
exceeding meight of glory. And ayes our 
Saviour, If ze be reviled and reproacied for 
my ſake, happy are yow. And if you look 


ioto P/z/ip. 1, 28. you will find, that ſuf-' 


ferings are an evidence to us. Thus now 
vou ſee. it is a mercy, yea, a great mexcy 
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for the 
the firſt thing. 7” ET, 
But then Secondly, Thereare ſome that 
God doth graciouſly ſingle outto ſervice, 
or to fuffer for him ; this honour all the 
Saints have not, but (ome God doth gra- 
ciouſly ſingle out not only to ſervice, but 


i 
A 


N 


ta ſuffer for him. Now there is a provi- 


dential ſervice, and thergfwga mercenary 


of 


ſervice 3 there is a judicſdus ſervice, and 
a gracious ſervice; ſome that God doth 
fiogle out graciouſly : poſſibly a man may 
be providentially afcd in the ſervice of 
Gcd; thus Naamarn had a ſervant 1n his 
houſe, that was providentially made uſe 
of for his Convertion. So I ſay, a man 
may be made uſe of providentially , and 
alſo mercinarily and judicioutfly : ſo the 
Devils have been; Whom ſhall I ſend to 
be a lying Spirit in the month of the Pro- 
phets © Send me, and he went. This is a 
judicious ſervice: and thus the Devils do 
lerve for wages; and them alſo that are 
the Inſtruments of the Devil : Perſecu- 
tors are judicious ſeryers3 they are them 
that wake clean the diſhes : fo that I ſay, 
there are them that may ſerve God pro- 
videntially , mercenarily and judicioully. 
Providentially, and fo all the creatures 
ſerve him. Mercenarily, ſo they —_— 
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ame of Chriſt. That is « 
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To Free eraceto Belkevers tu their 


him that ſaid, Lord, Lord, have we not 
done many wondrous works , yet Chriſt ſayes 
he mever knew them, depart from me, And 
then there is a Judiczous Service, as when 
God gave licence and power to deſtroy 
the ten Tribes : but then, as there is 'a 
Providential ſervice, a Mercenary ſer- 
vice, and a Judicial fervice ; ſo there is 
alſo a Graciow ſervice 3 There are ſome 
that God doth graciouſſy fiagle out to 
ſerve him, and to ſerve him 10 ſuffering 


for him. Did not God graciouſly ſingle 


out Caleb to ſerve him? For itis ſaid, befol- 
lowed God fully : and did not God in the 
New Teſtament ſingle out Paul? Ge thy 
way to Ananias, AF1 9. 6. And he trembling 


.and aftoniſhed ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou 


have me to do? And the Lord ſaid, ariſe, go 


into the City, and it fhall be told thee what 


thou ſhalt do. $01 fay, God doth graci- 
ouſly ſingle out ſome, not only to lerye 
him, but to ſuffer for him... 

"Thirdly, What is it that makes the dif- 
ference, that ſome are employed in the 
work and ſervice of God, when others 
are not? It is only the free grace of God. 
It may be, you may think it is from men, 
that the providential hand doth fall wpon 
one more than upon another ; or that it is 
the will of men co ſingle out whom a 
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will for ſufferings 3 bur it is only the 
free grace of God. Look what the So- 
veraignty of Goddoth in a way of judge- 
ment and affiiQtion, that the free grace and 
love of God dath in a way of mercy. As 
now, ſuppoſe two men be together in a 
transgreſſion, one is ſingled outto judge- 
ment, the other is cot: Why ? The Sove- 
raignty orders it ſo: Think ye that they on 


whom the Tower of Siloam fell, 
were greater ſtmners than others: No: a man 


may be wrapt up in great affiittions and 
calamities as Job was: and why ſo? It is 
the Soveraignty of God, I will do what 
I wil with my own : ſo look what Gods 
Soveraignty doth in a way of judgemenr, 
the ſame the free grace of God dothin a 
way of mercy, Oh! Is it not a great 
mercy to be ſingled out to ſuffer for the 
name of Chriſt, Phil. 1. 25. Ozto you itis 
erver, not only to believe, but to ſuffer for 
Ghriſt. So I ſay, it 1snotovly to believe, 
but to ſuffer : and ſo God doth graciouſly 
chooſe ſome and not others for this great 
work.; BT | 
But Fourthly , Wherein doth the free 
grace of God thine forthand appear in the 
matter of our ſervices and ſufferings ? 
| T anſwer, Ia many things: Will you be- 
£6 with your own employments ? What is 
"this EB 3 the 
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reaſon one man is called forth to an em- 
ployment, and not another 2. It is only the 
free grace of God. What is the reaſon 
one man hath ſucceſs in a work, and not 
another? it is only the freegrace of God. 
But to clear it the more unto you 3 the 
more unlikely any perſon is to ſerve or 


ſuffer for God, the more the free grace of 


God ſhines forth in that perſon. . Now 
Who are thoſe that God doth generally 
make uſe of in his ſervice, but thoſe that 
are the moſt unlikelieſt perſons? As now 
will you inſtance in matter of mens places, 
Eſtates, Callings ; there was two ſervants 
concerned in the converiion of Naaman, 
the ſervant of the Prophet, and Naamars 
owa ſervant: Who is moſt likely now ? 
certainly- the ſervant of the Prophet; yet 
you ſee the other doth it- ſo that I ſay, 
the unlikelieft oftentimes God makes uſe 
of; which is to ſhew forth the freeneſs 
of his grace : Will you inſtance in the 
matter of ability astothe Miniſtry, who 
more unfit and unlikely to be uſed inthe 
Goſpel, than a company of Fiſhermen, 
paor Fiſhermen ? for itis (aid, they per- 
ceived they were unlearned, and yet you 
find them made ule of by our Saviour for 
the promulpation of the Goſpel. Will 
you inftance ia the matter of free grace 
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Services and Sufferings. :. T3 
Who was ſo commended as Nathanije/ that 
came to Chriſt ? Bebold an Iſraelite indeed, 
in whom there 3s no guile. Who more un- 
likely to be uſed io Gods ſervice than 
Paxl - \Nas it likely Pa»! ſhould bring any 
ho:tourto God, who was whipt and ſcour- 
ged up and down Town like a Malefa- 
Qor ? yet this manpreached: and do you 
think he was like to do any good by his 
preaching ? yet you find it is ſaid, he did 
more than they all > and God bleſſed his 
Miniſtry, and he converted the Gentiles. 
Why is this but to ſhew that God will 
make uſe of them that are moſt unlikely 
to do him ſervice : For they that are firſt 
ſhall be laft 3 and this only to ſhew the free- 
neſs of his grace. ; 

But wherein doth the groce of God ap- 
pear as toour ſufferings? for the great 
ching is to ſtand our ground: To this [ 
anſwer; 

Firſt, Is it not a great mercy, that the 
great God of Heaven and Earth ſhould call 
us worms to bear witneſs to his Name, his 

- great Name, yea, toſuffer for it. 

Secondly, Is it not a great mercy and 
favour, that God will take notice of all 
the- injuries that are done unto them that 
ſuffer for him, as done unto himſelf > Z 

a thy works ( ſaith God ) do men jger 
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Free grace to Believers in their 


thee and reproach thee for the ſake of 
Chriſt > then happy art thou. Whar 


* wrong is done unto theta that (ſuffer for 


God, he takes it as done unto himſelf : 
So that I ſay, it is a great mercy and fa- 
vour, that the God of Heaven ſhould cake 
thoſe injuries as done unto himſelt , that 
are doneuntous. Nay, ( faith God) 1 
will give you a month, and tell you what you 


ſhall (peak when you come before men. Take 


7:0 thought for what you ſhall ſpeak, ſor it 
ſhall be given you. | 

T hirdly, Is it not a great mercy, that 
your hearts ſhall be filled with joy in the 
mid{t of ſufferings ? They went away rejoice- 
ing that they were counted worthy to ſuffer. 

Fourthly, ls it not a great mercy, that 
ſome {hall ſtand, that are likeheſt to 
fall, when others fall, chat were likely to 
{taod ? 

Fifchly, Is it not a great mercy, that 
thoſe whom the adverſaries think ſhall 
diſhonour and marr the work of God, that 
they ſhould bring more honour to God,and 
ſutfer more powerfully and ſtrongly for 
him than others, and that they ſhould be 
uicd moſt for God? | 

Sixthly, Is it cor a great mercy , that 
When Gad+feeras to have moſt 4i!pleaſure 
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 * Services and Sufferings. 35 | 


\ ſet upon us, as it is in ſufferings? Who 
would but think, that when we are given 
into the hands of wicked men. it is from ' 
the diſpleaſure of God againlt us, when 
yet It is from the free grace and great 

' love of God unto us ? 

Seventhly, Is it not a great mercy, to 
coplider, that what is our greateſt miſery 
ſeemingly, that that ſhould contribute to 
our greateſt mercy? Thus it is in our ſuffe- 
rings for the Name of God: You ſee what 
great and wondrous things were done by 
the death of Chriſt ; and fo alſo what 
wonders were done by Joſeph in #g pt 
when he was ſold thither by the. maliti- 
ouſneſs of his Brethren; It is the way of 
God unto his people, that the more others 
work to do them harm, the more God 
doth order it to prove for their good 3 
which is only from the free grace, love 
and fayour of God. We never did any 
work yet, but free grace paid us for it: 
even the work of ſuffering, God payes us 
for that: He was a Preacher to day, yet 

_ carried to Priſon, that paid him for it. 
Yea, Chriſtians are paid for the work 
they never did : and what is the Reaſon 
of it, but only the free grace of God: 
Thus you fee wherein the free grace of : 
God appeares and ſhines forth. . | . © 

EO | Fifthly, 9 
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_ "26. Free grace't0 Believers tn their 
| If -.- Fifthly, Why willGod carry on the work 
F cf our fervices and ſufferings in the way of 
EI free grace ? Why, God will order our 
employments and ſufferings in a way of 
free-grace, that we may not be proud of 
them: We are apt to be proud of our 
employments and ſufferings, and there- 
fore God will carry on his work fo, as 
that he may keep us from the fin of pride 
and baughtineſs, when we (ball conſider 
it is the free grace of God to fiogle us 
out to ſervice or ſuficrings. Why ſhould 
we” be proud ? God loves to confound 
the wicked and ungodly in the world, by 
waking thoſe that are the molt unlikely, 
to be ſeryiceable to himſelf; andby orde- 
ring their ſervices and ſufferings in a 
way of free grace: This God doth to 
confound the Wiſdom and Reaſon of 
worldly men. Many are called, but few 
choſen. God hath ſet the weak to con- 
found the ſtrong. Again, God doth di- 
ſpoſe of his work ina way of free grace, 
that none. may be diſcouraged from hig 
ſervice, or ſuffering for him. If none 
s | but great, and mighty, and boly men were 
* 0 to be uſed ia Gods ſervice.,,, then the 
| __ weak would be diſcouraged ' and de- 
BS © © Giſcd, and we ſhould be ready to ſay, 
+ 4 am not worthy, Now God doth lo _ 
EEO . So cr 
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der and diſpoſe of his work, as not to di(- 
courage the weak, bur to give enacourage- 

ment toall. Wellthen if ſo, A word for 

Application. Is this a Truth that wehave 

heard, that all that God doth either as to 

the ordering of our ſervices or futferings 

is in a way of free grace ? What have we 

then to ſay, but as Job, The: Lord gives, ana 
the Lord taker away; bleſſed be the Name of 
the Lord? You ſay , that God chooſes 

whom he pleaſes to ſerve him, or to ſuf- 

fer for him ; and that it 1s out of free 
grace: if ſo, why ſhould not «// ſuffer ? 

But you hear it is not all, but ſome, that 

God doth graciouſly fingle out to ſuffer 

for himſelf. 

But here ſome may lay, 7 am weak, and 
do not any work for God. 

But give me leave: Is Family work no- 
thing ? The Apoſtle inſiſts much upon that 
1n his Epiſtles, he calls much upon Parents, 
Children, Malters, and all to do their du- 
ty. Reformatioa work 1s a great work, 
or elſe the Apoſtle would never have 
ſpoken ſo much ofiig,, and exhorted fo 
much to it. - 

Secondly, Is it nothing to. do the work 
of your generation? to do the wack that 
is ſuitabl2 unto your condition ? All men 
are.nvt called to all works: there is a 
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_ peculiar work to every man. Nowis com- 
forting work nothiog ? Is ſupporting work 
nothing ? Is reheving work nothing ? 
This comforting work it is Angelical 
work. Is it nothing to improve the Ta- 
lent that God hath given thee ? This will 
be the great Queſtion at the day of Judge- 
ment, Faithfu), or not faithful? There are 
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they muſt then anſwer for, | 

But you may be ready to lay, 1have #9 
work. That is a miſtake ; for there are 
none but have work : therefore look unto 
- - that which is your work. 
But you may (ay again, Though 7 have 


| 5 - work and ſervice , yet my ſervice may be a 
L 7 decolgadioions ſervice, or a mercinary ſervice, or 
4 @ providential ſervice : Now how ſhall I di- 
flingun:ſh my ſervice, Whether it be a provi- 
dential, a judicious, a” mercenary ſervice, or 
whether God hath graciouſly ſingled me ont to 
ſerve kim ina way of free grace and love? 
In anſwer to this, take theſe two or 
three things. 
Firſt, It it be agyork or ſervice given 
you by free grace} then God will lead you 


more and more, and bring you to be ac- 
quainted with the deſign of his work. 
When Peter was called to open the door 
of the Temple, at firſt he did not know 

the 


none but have. Talents more or leſs, which 


Ee Eins 


Services and Suffering s. 19 
4 the deſign, but afterwards he was told it. 
> | So thus it 1s with thee : If God do call 
1 | thee to work, he will acquaiatthee with” 
the delign of the work. ; 

1 Secondly, If you ſerve God in a way of 
free grace , then you will be contented 
with your work : yea,you' will be content - 
h ed to be uſed for God, to belaid out for 
| God, you will fay, I am contented, be- 
cauſe God hath called me. 


5 Thirdly, When God doth make uſe of 
o | 3 Man in a way of free grace, then that 
' | man doth not make any great bargains 
e | for himſelf : they that ſerve God any 
, | Other way, will make great bargains for, 
,- | themſelves, make uſe ot his ſervice t@en- 3 
;. | creaſe their eſtates: But now they that 
;. | ferve Gad out in a way of free (grace, 
)} | will notdo fo. Therefore now you that 
;, | are at work, do you pocket upat work? 

Do you make great bargains for your 
}r | ſelves? If fo, this is no free grace work. 


But you will ſay,Tam afraid T do not ſerve - 
God in a way of free geage, becauſe 1 have no 
in |. ſucceſs in my work, $01 may obſerue tre 
dhe Scripture, that ſometioies a man muy be 
called to work by free erace, and may have 
ſmeceſs at the beginning, as Joleph h44 m4: 
ny yedrs , and yet the facceſ, sS 6%) leave 
he him. | 


> ; As 


T- 
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As now there are -them that preach | g 
| many years, ard never convert one foul, | 
| yet this ſhould not diſcourage them; for y 


| | | a; 
3 free grace may call you to a work, and . 
| | yet you may not find that ſucceſs 1n It ; 
3 which you expected. We 


h | | | But then again, here ts the great Queſtt- 
F . on yet behind ; S»ppoſe God doth deal with 
the children of men in a way of free grace 
and love, then what is my dmty, and what 
ſhall I do, that T may ſo ſerve and ſuffer, as to 
ſerve and ſufſer under the condut# of jree 
grace © 
In anſwer to this, you may take it in 
thete tollowing particulars. _ | 
Firſt then, if you would ſerveand ſuf- | 
fer under the condudt of free grace, then 
_ ſerve your call tufly ; and go to the ut- 
molt of the thing called unto, leaving 
God to do his work : Do your work to 
the utmoſt, and leave God to do his. When Þ 
God called Jo/hu2h to do a work fully, F 
and hedidir, God ſhewed mercy tohim, j 
and to his poſtexigy after him : And fo þ 
when Jehn was ed to a work , and he 
did it by halves, God blew upon him, and 
upon his poſterity after him. Therefore 
1 iay, when Ged calls us to a work, let us 
go our Work fully, and leave God to de 
his work, 


_ Secondly, 


—_— lows at 


Services and Sufferings. 21 
Secondly, If you would ſerve God un- 
der the conduct of free grace, then when 
you find any warmth or heat upon your 
affections, take the hint of this opportuni- 
jy ty for the doing of that work God cal!s 
1 you to. | 
| Thirdly, If you wculd ſerve God un- 
der the condud of free grace, thendo nor 
envy others that are more employed, that 
have better ſucceſs, and are better paid 
than your ſelves : obſerve how it is with 
two Servants in a great Shop, the one 
at one end, the other at the other ends 
the one may. take more money than the 
other, yet they do not envy one another : 
and why ? but becauſe they both ſerve 
one Maſter. Thus it ſhould be with the 
Saints and ſervants of God, they all ſerve 
one Maſter ; and therefore one (hould not 
covy another, becauſe he is more employ- 
ed, or hath better ſucceſs. 
f. Fourthly,If you would ſerve God under 
| the condudt of free grace.then belure you 
do not ſerve for wages: be not mercina- 
ry in your ſervice. It becomes thole that 
ſerve under free love to be very tree in 
their ſervice : faith one, I have been 
| wrought upon by-my Neighbour, and ever 
fince I have endeavoured to do him good, 
Now it is God that hath wrought upon 
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22 Free grace to Believers imtheir © 

us by his freegrace; and iffo, let us free- 

ly ſerve him, ana labour to do him all the 

honeur we can. When the Prodigal firſt 

thought of returnipg home unto his Fathers 

| houſe.he ſaith fir, Les myFather make me as 

one of his hired ſervants. This was a Legal 

i 2” exprefiion; I will be hired, Let him make 

22 4 mie as one of his kired ſervants z hut when 

| be faw his Fathers love, hetalked no more 

of his hired ſervice. Inheritance 1s tior }- 

ef the Bond-woman , bur of the free. 1 

do confeſs indeed, it 1s not unlawful to 

Took unto the recompence of reward : yea, 

It 1s lawful for us to doit. But now do 

you defire to {:rve under the condue of 
free grace, then look not for wages 3 do 

not doas an hircliny,as the labourers of the 

- Vineyard: no, do it freely in a way of 
* Jove, thankfulaels and believing. | 
Fifthly, If you would ſerve under the 

conduct of diying love, then ſerve God 
with fear upon the account of his good- 

neſs. Work out your ſalvation with fear and 
irembling, for it ig, God that worketh in you 

_ both to will and to do of bis good pleaſure. 
if you do ſerve and work, theo fear up- 
on the account of Gods goodneſs to 

you: I 

+ Andto conclude this Application : ll 

' Fan Would ſerve as thoſe that ſerye gab 
ach 2 ( 
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the condudt of free grace and love then 


= | have a care thatin all your workings you 
E | depend upon nothing but the ſree grace 
t | of God in reference to your call: and if 
S | fo, why theo ſhould you not willingly fuf- 
; fer for the Name of Chriſt ? would you 
L 


| know whether you are ca/ed to ſuffer ? 
© | why, this 1s a certain Rule, when the caſe 


ny is fo with you, that you muſt either (uf- 
© } . fer or (in. 

TT B+ Bur then a ſecond word of Apphcition 
. ay be this. ls it ſo, that ſo much of the 


free grace is laid out in reference to our 
>| ſervices and ſufferings? Thea Firſt, Ler 
us freely and willingly ſuffer for the Name 
f] and Cauſe of Chrilt. 


O Secondly, Is it fo, that ſo much of the 


Cf free grace of God is Jaid out in reference 
of] to our ſervices and ſufferings? then why 

ſhould we not be contented with our 
1] ſufferings; not only contented in ſuffe- 
ws ring, or contented upon ſuffering , but 


- contented with ſufferiggs : Our Saviour 
70 tells us, that they that will be his Diſciples 
muſt deny themſelves,.. take up the Croſs and 
follow him : Not only take up the Croſs, 
P'} burfollow him; yea, and deny themſelves. 
Some will deny themſelves in this or that, 

_ -but will not take up the Cro's : but faith 
our Sayiour, If any man will follow ms, kt 
C 4 hin 
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2 4 "Fce OFACE TO BELICUETS BIG: | ns 4 
him take np the Croſs and follow me. 
now, if Chriſt calls us to ſuffer, let us ſuf- 
fer freely, brcaule his grace is free. 
Thirdly, If you would ſerve under the 
conduet of free grace, then take heed of 
any Legal therefore upon your ſufferings, 
Matth. 9. 27. Then anſwered Peter, and ſaid 
wnio him, behold , we have forſaken all and 
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 Jollowed thee, what ſhall we have therefore? 


This was a Legal therefore; Chriſt anſwe- 
red and ſaid .: Tow ſhall have your reward, 
but many that are firſt ſhall be liſt, and the 
laſt firſt, The only way to take away 
this Legal therefore, is to look more and 
moreupon the free grace of God either in 
your ſervices or ſufferings for him ; for 
thus all muſt do, that either ſerve God or 
ſuffer for him, under the condud of free 
grace : Do you delire to ſerve God ei- 
ther as to employments or ſufferings un- 
der the conduct of free grace and love? 
then look more and more upon his free 
grace, and depend upon it 1n reference 
ro your call, in reference to your aſh- 
ſtance, 1D reference, to your dependance, 
and in reference to your reward, ſeeing all 


isof free grace, bleſs the name of the Lord. 


Fhvs it is both 1o ſuffering work, andin 
ſervice, the firſt ſhall be baſt, and the. laſt 


Therefore 
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Therefere as you would delire to ſerve 

or ſuffer under the condudt of free grace, 

. rejoyce and bleſs God for his free grace ; 

remember this, that whether we ſerve or 
ſuffer, it is of free grace. 

Thus you ſee how the free grace of God 
> ſhines forth both in our ſervices and (uf- 
ſerings 3 1s it not Lawful for we to do what 
T will with my own, + thine eye evil becauſe 
I am good, jo the laſt ſhall be firſt and the 
firſt laſt, becauſe. many are called but few 


choſe. 


The end of the firſt Sermon. 


SERMON. 11. 
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Now our Lord Jeſus Chrift himfelſ,, and God 


even our Father which hath loved #5, and 
given #5 Everlaſting Conſolation and good 
hope through Grace-, Comfort your hearts 
and eftabliſh you in every good word and 


Work. 


TAviog already treated of the free- 
H neſsof the grace af God in reference 
ro our Imployments and ſufferings z I. do 
intend to ſhew you alſo the freeneſs of 
the grace of God, in reference to our 
Comforts and Conſolations ;: and this 
Text you fee faith , God hath given ws 


Everlaſting Confolation, and tells us fur- 


ther, that God hath given ws this everlaſt- 
ing Conſolation through grace. | 
Therefore withcut ary further expli- 
cation, you ſee that free Love is writ- 
ten 


"F080 Confetti, 


ten upon all our fpiritual Comforts. For 
what is more free than gift ? Now or 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our 
Father hath given us everlaſting Conſolation 
and hope through grace; Therefore it is by 
the grace, by the free grace of God, that 
we are truly comforted : 

There is much of the freeneſs of Gods 
grace and love Jaid out in our ſpiritual 
comforts and confolations. 

For the opening of this Argument. 

1. I fhall ſhew you that it is a great 
mercy to be truly Comfarted. 

2, That it 1s poflible for Gods own 
people, to hive a great while without 
any conſiderable Comfort. 

3. Thatitis not in the power of any 
Creature, or any thing on this ſide God 
or Chriſt, to comfort a poor diltrefled 
drooping foul, EE 

4. That when God doth give or be- 
ſtow comfort upon any, he gives 2nd be- 
ſtowes it in a way of free grace. 

5. To ſhew wherein the grace and 
love of God is manifeſted, in the matter 
cf our ſpiritual Comforts. | 

6, Why God will deal with us in the 
way of free grace and love, in the mat- 
tcr of our comforts. | 

7. When a man may be truly faid to 
| | be 
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T8 Freegrace to Believers 
be comforted in a way o free 
and love. | 

8. What apoor drooping ſoul muſt do, 
that he may be truly comtorted in a way 
of free love ; and in caſe he be fo com- 
forted, what returns he ſhould make. 
Of thele In order. 


-, 


grace 


Firſt, I ſay itis a great mercy to be_ 


truly comforted : For it is a promiſed mer- 
cy, and promiſed metrcies are noſma]l mer- 
cies 5 now this is a mercy promiſed, 
Mat. 5.4. Bleſſed are they that mourn, for 
they ſhall be comforted. 

Secondly, As this is a mercy promiſed, 
ſo it 1s the proper birth, fruit, and ef 
fect of the holy Ghoſt, Gal. 5. 22. But 
the fruit of the ſpirit © love , joy, peace, 
long ſuffering , geraleneſs, goodneſs, faith, 
Joy and peace are the proper fruits of 
the holy Ghoſt, and therefore no [mall 
mercies. | | | 

Thirdly, As this comfort is the proper 
birth, fruit, and effc& of che holy Ghoſt; 
fo it is the main part of the Kingdom of 


God, - Rom. 14. 17.. For the Kingdom of 


God is not meat nor drink, but righteouſneſs 
peace and joy in the holy Ghoſt, It 1s a 
main part of the Kingdom of God, and 

if ſo, no (ma}l matter. 
Fourthly, This comfort is r.ward alſo, 
as 
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as well as a main part of the Kingdom of 
God. Comfort and Joy in the holy 
Ghoſt is both duty and reward; fo it 1s 
promiſed in the forementioved Scripture. 
Matt. 5. Bleſſed are they that mourn , for 
they ſhall be comforted ; and if fo then ſure- 
ly it is no ſmall thing. | 

Fifthly, As it is duty and reward, fo it 
is that grace whereby you are inabled to 
read your other graces. When a man 1s 
under great Temptations, Sorrows, and 
Aﬀii@ions, it 1s a hard thing to read his 
graces 3 but now this helps us to read 
our Graces : ſome will ſay they cannot 
read their graces, they lie at the bottom ; 
As to explain it, take this plain compa- 
riſon, There are many Fiſhes in a Fiſh- 
pond , but now in rainy and foul. wea- 
ther the fiſh lye all at the bottom , and 
are not to be ſeen; but in fair weather 
the fiſh ſwim and are viſible : So if it be 
fonl weather upon a ſoul, if it be dark 
and gloomy weather , the foul cannot 
read Is graces ; but now when God 
ſhines upon him, then he is inabled to 
read them, yea though his graces lye at 
the botrom-2s I may ſay, yet the poor 
ſoul is aÞ!:. 'o read them, and if it be 
fo, it 1s no ſmall thing, 'tis no ſmall mat- 
ter: to read our graces, our other graces. 

| Sixthly 
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Sixthly, As it is that grace whereby © 


you are inabled to read your other graces, 
ſo it 15 that whereby you joy in all good 
things. ' Grief and ſorrow ſtreighten the 
ſoul, ſtreighten the heart, bur joy and 
comfort dilate the foul, widen and 
open the heart. Pſalm 119. 32. 1 wil 
run the way of thy Commandments , when 
thou ſhalt enlarge my heart. 

Seventhly, As by this grace you are 1n- 
abled to joy 1n all good things, (o it is 
alſo that grace, whereby you are inabled 
to bear up againſt every evi! thing; 
to bear up under all atilitions: Are you 
reproached ? by this comfort you are 
inabled to bear up againſt reproaches ; 
for faith the Apoltle Peter, If you be re- 
proached for the name of Chriſt , happy are 
you - Are you reproached ? Comfort will 
cura that to your benefit and bleſſing : 
Are you perſecuted ? Bleſſed are you when 
men ſhall revile and perſecate you, rejoyce, &c. 
Are you Bot only perſecuted but beaten 
too? Comfort will bear up your hearts 
under all \(tripes, and affiictions; for we 
find Pax! and $S:las ſung in the Stocks : 
well but this is not all. _ 

_ Eighthly, This is that grace that will 
ſtrengthen agd eſtabliſh you in the good 
waics of God. Mark how they go to- 
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gether in 2 Theſl. « Bi 16, 17. Now our 
Lard Feſws Chriſt himſelf, and God even 
our Father which hath loved ww. and hath 
given us everlaſiing conſolation, and good 
hope through grace , comfort your hearts, and 
ſftabhiſh you in every good word: and work. 
Comfort and eſtabliſhment go together, 
and if it be ſo, it is no ſmall matter. 
Laſtly, This is that grace that will 
give a beauty and Juſtre co your pro- 
fellon. The comforted Chriſtian is 
the truly beautiful Chriſtian. If a man 
have never ſo much beauty in his face, 
yet if his face be wrinkled with grief, 
and blubbered with tears, the beauty of 
his face 1s not ſeen; but when joy and 
comfort comes, that wipes off all, - and 
his beauty then 1s ſeer, So here, comfort 
doth not only take away reproach from 
your profeſſion ; but it gives a luſtre, a 
beauty to your pfofeſiion ; the comfort- 
ed Chriſtian-I fay is the truly beautiful 
Chriſtian; and if fo, furely it is a great 
mercy to be truly comforted. 
That 1s the firſt thing in general, that 
it 1s a great mercy tobe truly comforted. 
2. As it 1s a great mercy to be truly 
| comforted , fo it is poſſible for Gods 
| own ſervants and deareſt children. to 
[ 


live a Jong time without apy conlidera- 
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able comfort, any fundamental comfort, 
their hearts may faint; My heart and my 
foul fainteth Caith the Pſalmiſt : and you 
know how it was with Daniel, Dax. to. 
17. You may fee how he was bowed 
down, he complains there was no ſirength 
remained in him , till there came one and 
touched him , and ſet him upon his legs 
' again: a good man may faint and wane 
comfort, and all the former comforts that 
he hath had may be Eclipled. Keſftore tome 
the joy of thy ſalvation, Plalm 51. 12. ſaith 
David ; his glory and comfort was eclip- 
ſed: yea poſſibly a gracious ſoul may 
live a long time without comfort; How 
long wilt thou forget , yea forget me O Lord, 
what for ever £ Plalm 13.1. I ſaya man 
may live a long time without any canſ1- 
derable comfort. There's a time when 
God will ery his people 3 and ſee whether 
they will take comforÞFfrom his hand, ot 
from another hand ; it may be it may be 
ſo with you ſometimes : God may «ry, 
whether Fou will wait upon him, and be- 
lieve in him, and reft upon him for com- 
fort. : 

3. As a man may live long without 
comfort, ſo it 1s not in the power of any 
taing, on this fide God and Chriſt, to 
five conmkort to a poor drooping foul : 
This 
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: this 1s the Lords prerogative. 7 4a the 
Sn Lord that comforteth. This is his name. 
I | Father of mercies, and God of all comfort 
O and conſolation 5 and 2 Cor. 7. 6. Never- 
q theleſs God that Comforteth thoſe that are 
; caſt down comforted us, &c. |t is Gods 
prerogative only, to do it, comforting 
work 1s creatioh work; it is not in the 
S | power of the creature, but of the Crea- 
IC} tor. Iſa. 57. 19. I create the frnjt of 
the lips, peace, peace to him that 3s afar off, 
and to him that & near ſaith the Iord, and 
h | 7 will heal him, It is Gods work to com- 
P” | fort, and not in the power of any other ; 
'Y | Man may be ioftrumental to comforr, bur 


7 It is none but God alone that can do the 
> | work. : 

_ But ſome may obje& and ſay, can none 
1- | but God alone comfort ? | 

= No none but God alone can rate eff 


"T | Satan. If a great dog, or maſtifi be wor- 
T | rying a child or a ſheep, a ſtranger comes 
'© | and firikes him, and calls him off, but 
'> | the dog takes no notice of him ; bur 
-” | when the Maſter comes, he rates him oft 
!- | preſently 3 none but the Maſter can do it. 
So here it is nope but God that can rate 
it | off Satan from worrying the poor droop- 
Y [ing ſoul, when it is under temptation , 
? [none but God a It is not in 
- | the 


-— _ 


the power of any creatufe, but in 
the power of God alone ; it is in the 
power of none but the third perſon in 
the Trinity, the ſpirit of God : what 
needed the third perſon in the Trinity 
to have come into the world as he is now , 
if any other could comfort. As nonecan 
redeem but Chriſt the ſecond perſon of 
the Trinity ; becauſe the ſecond perſon 
came from Heaven on purpoſe to redeem. 


So none can_comfort but God , and his | 
ſpirit 3 becauſe the third perſon came 


from Heaven to do it, there is none but 
Ged alone that can comfort a poor ſoul. 
That is the third particular. 


4. When God doth beſtow comfort, 
he beſtows it, and gives it in a way of | 
free grace, in a way of free love, and 


grace. See but how they go together 


ia the Text, bo hath given us everlaſt- | 


ing conſolation through grace, I will give J” 


you one Scripture more to prove it, and | 
conſider it well, Job. 33. you have there } 
the draught of a mans Converſion. | 
Firſt , he goes on in his finz and all on | 
a {ucden God gives in a word to him at | 
34, 15, verſes. For God ſpeaketh once, | 
yea twice, but man perceiveth it mot - In a 


dream , in 4 viſion of the night, when deep 
Sleep falleth upon men , in ſiurberings upon 
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the bed , Then He openeth the ears of men , 
and ſealeth their inſtruJion, and then the 
it | ſoul is filled with horror of conſcience, 
y [as in verſe 19. He is chaſined alſo with. 
', | pain upon his bed, and the multitude of his 
n | bones with ſirong pain. And when God. 
»f | hath done thus, then he juſtifies him, and 
n {| gives him faith, and ſhews him true righ- 
n. f teouſneſs, as in verſe 23. If there be 2 
is } meſſenger with him , an interpreter one 
16 (among 2 thouſand, to ſhew unto man his up- 
it {rightneſſ; This is juſtification, and when 
1. Fthis is done, then the Lord comforts him, 
Jas in verſe 25. His fleſh ſhall be freſher 
t, fthar a childs, he ſhall return to the days of 
of Yhis youth. You ſee God comforts him in 
1d fa way of free love; and in the. 26. verſe 
er {He ſhall pray unto God and he will be fa- 
t- Yvonrable unto him, and he ſhall ſee his face 
ye $7ith joy, for he will render unto man his 
ad Yighteonſueſs. God. comforts in a way of 
re free love, he comforts how he pleaſeth, 
n. {and as far as be pleaſethz; but whenſoe- 
on f[ver he comforts, it is ſtill 1 fay 1na way 
fof free love. You may ſee it in 1/azah 
165. 14. It is ſaid, Bebold my ſervants ſhall 
wing fer joy of heart , but you ſhall cry for 
orrow of heart , and ſhall howl for vexation 
| of fprrit and thus alſo ſaith the Lord in 
chefithe former verſe 3 Behold my ſervants. 
F- ; D:2 ſhalt 


, Oe _T Te [4 
dE DRE EEE. 
AS ESE on... 


36 Free grace to Believers - 
ſhall eat , but ye ſhall be hungry , behold my * 
ſervants. ſhall drink , but ye ſhall be thirſty ; 
behold my ſervants ſhall rejoyce, but ye ſhall 
be aſhamed. God comforts whom he plea- 
ſes, and as far as he pleaſeth, and it 1s allþ 
free, out of free love; John 14. 2c. At 
that day you ſhall know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you : and} 
at verſe 15, And I will pray the Father, | 
and be will give you another comforter, that |) 
he may abide with you for ever, This work ; 
of comforting.is properly the work of! 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and the Holy Ghoſty 
breathes as the wind ,- where it liſteth; 
and therefore I ſay comforts whom andjk 
how he pleafeth, and all in a way of freq} 
love and free grace. That 1s the fourth} 
particular. = jos | 

5. Wherein is the love, the free lovey 
of God manifeſted to us in the matter} 
of our comforts ? Ll anſwer in many things. } 

I will pitch but uponthree only. 

1, The greater he is that givech, and} 
the greater the thing is that is given, 
and the leſſer or meaner the perſon 1s, 
that the thing is given unto, the more 
free is the love of him that givesandbe- 
{tows the thing. Now this comfort aad 
conlolation is 4 great thing , it isa very} 
great matter, it is a birth of the Holyy 
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Ghoſt : Is that a ſmall thing? It is pare 
of the Kingdom of God : 1s that a ſmall 
/1| matter? It is both duty and reward : Is 
that ſtall ? It is that which exceeds all 
118 tbe Joy of the world : Lift ap the light of 
| thy countenance wpon me : Thou haſt put more © 
Yd gladneſs into my beart , more than in the 
Ji) time that their ole and their wine Increa- 
Ty ſed, Pſalm 4. 7- Ask a poor drooping 
ſoul, and he will tell you that it is a 
{| great thing, for it comes froma great God. 
af Iſaiah 57. 15. For thws ſaith the high and 
| lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity , whoſe 
i name 3s holy; I will dwell in the high and 
| holy place , with him alſo that is of a con- 
| trite aud humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit 
ths of the humble, andto revive the heart of the 
1} contrite Ones 3 Unto that ſoul that trem- 
1 bles, unto that ſoul will God bring com- 
J forr, and will be nigh unto him. Now 
] if a Prince ſhould riſe from his Throne, 
'F to come and help up a poor fallen Crip- 
ad} ple; would it not be looked upon as an 
{7 a&t of very great favour : Yet thus Cod 
} does, when he comes to comfort, the great 
Ire high and lofty One, comes down from his 
e-!{ Throne, as it were to liſt up a poor 
# drooping ſoul. O what free graceis this ! 
Bur, 
| 2, The more God dath crofs hands, 
{| :\ SP D 3 _ Cunder- 


(underſtand me ) the more I ſay that 
God doth croſs hands in the matter of 
our comforts, the more doth the free 
grace of God appear in our comforts 5 
when Jacob bleſſed Joſephs two children, 
he croſit his hands, and he laid his right 
hand wpon the younger , aud his left hand 
wpor: the elder ; not ſo father ſays Joſeph 5 
now - what doth this ſhew but only the 
freeneſs of his love; and fo if God ſhall 
croſs hands in the matter of our comfort, : 
what doth this argue but the freeneſs of 
his love , and grace; and God doth 
ſometimes do thus when he comes to com- | 
fort , he doth croſs hands. Sometimes | 
two men have been in the ſame tranſpreſ- 
ſion, and the one hath been comforted, 
and the other not: what ſhall we ſay of 
Peter , and of Francis Spira. Spira having 
profeiied the Truth, and being called to 
witnefs to ig, did deny it; ſo did Peter, 
he denied Chriſt, yet Peter was comfort» 
ed, but Spira never comforted , but lay 
deſpairing and Toaring out tohis death, 
I am & reprobate, I am a reprobate, no hope 
for we, mo hope for me ; Peter was com- 
forted, Spira was never comforted : What 
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do you thipk of David and Cain, Cain 
murdeys his brother Abel a godly man; 
David ' murdered Uriah a godly man too: | 
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ſins are forgiven thee : 
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Uriah had been with him in all his trou- 
bles, and was a very good man, but 
though David was an adulterer alſo, yet 
a meſſenger is ſent to him that ſays, #5y 
but Cain not com- 
forted , but driven out from the preſence 
of the Lord. So that I ſay there may be 
two in a tranſgreſſion, and the one may 
be comforted, and the other not. Look 


* into the Scriptures, and into your own 


experiences, and you will find great fin- 
ners comforted , and leſſer ſinners not 
comforted , and great {inners converted 
and comforted ſooner than others. Za- 


| chew was a great fanner, and yet was com- 


forted : the Jaylor was a great ſinner, and 


| yet comforted 3 and yet many that have 


walked very cloſely with God, have not 
been comforted. Pſalm 88. 15. Hemau 
complains ſadly in verſe 14. Lord why 
cafteſt thou off my ſoul, why hideſt thou thy 
face from me © 1 am afflided and ready vo 
aye from my youth up : while T ſuffer thy 
terrors I am diſtraGed , and yet he walk- 
ed cloſe with God, as you may find in 
the former part of the Pſalm. Yet we 
find ſometimes (I ſay ) the greateſt ſin- 


1 ners converted and ſooneſt comforted. 
| Now what is this but crofling of hands 
| in the matter of our comforts, and this 
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1s only to ſhew forth the freeneſs of the 


grace of God; and the free grace and 


love of God is moſt abundantly , moſt 
eminently manifeſted to the ſoul by this 
croiling of hands. 

3. The more unbelieving any man is 
that is comforted, the more doth the 
freeneſs cf the grace of Gad appear. 


Dearly beloved Brethren, it is with our 


conſolation , as it 1s with our juſtificati- 
on, and our ſanctification ; when God 
comes to juſtifie a man he finds him un- 
godly , yet He juſtifies the ungodly, and 
not only the ungodly, but the unbelie- 


.vipg allo; and therefore the Lord faid, 


Go and compel them to come in > They 
were unbelieving perſons, yet God calls 
them: And ſo it 1s allo in the matter of 


* our ſ{ancification; when God comes to 


ſanify mey, He finds them unwilling 
to he ſanfificd; but as God juſtifes 
them though unwilling , becauſe he doth 
it freely; ſo He ſand fies them too though 
unwilling , becauſe he ſanGtifies freely : 
And ſo it 1s alſo in the matter of our com- 
forts; when God comes to comfort, he 


_ finds the ſoul unwilling many times, my 


ſoul refuſed to be comforted ſaith the Pfal- 
miſt Pſalm 77. 2. and fo again, Remember 
the werd unto thy ſirvant, upon which thou 


haſt 


Im their Conſolation, 


I was unwilliog, but thou cauſed(ſt_ me to 
hope whether I would or no. When 
Gad comes to comfort, He doth it thaugh 
mon are unwilling to ye comforted : It 
is very ſtrange that it ſhould be ſo, and 
Jet ſuch is the unbelief of mens hearts , 
that as before converſion they are un- 
willing to be tyrned , fo after converſi- 
on they are unwilling to be comforted. 
Now this is that I fay , that the more 
unwilling any man is to be comforted, 
yet if God doth comfort him , the more 
free doth the grace of God appear init; 
God doth comfort though ſouls are un- 
willing : O the freeneſs, the freeneſs of 
the grace of God, in the matter of our 
comforts. Thus you ſee how and where- 
in the free grace of God appears, and is 
manifeſted in*our ſpiritual comforts and 
conſolations, That is the fifth parti- 
cular. | | 
6. Why will God deal with us in a 
way of free grace, in the matter of our 

comforts and conſolJations? would it not 
be better in a way of ſettlement , in a 
conſtant way; would not that be beſt? 
No, take -notice of this, that there is no 
way to make a mercy ſure like this; 1 
know no mercy that 1s ſo ſure , as tg 
whic 


4r "3 
- baſt cauſed me to bope , Pſalm 119. 49. p 
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which is wrought and given in a way of 
free grace, and free love, they go toge- 
ther 10 the Text ; Everlaſting Conſolation 
through Grace: Theonly way 1 fay to make 
a thing fure , is to receive it in this 
way, in which God gives it, that is, in 
a way of free grace. Pray tell me, did 
not God chuſe David freely , and his 
houſe? Yea, it was freely in oppoſition 
to the hovſe of Saxl, 2 Sam. 6. 21. Says | 
David to Michal Sanls daughter, It was 
before the Lord , which choſe me before thy 
Father, and before all his houſe ;, to appoint 
me ruler over the people of the Lord , over 
Iiracl, &c. God choſe him freely, alſo 
1n oppoſition to his own brethren : And 
Was not his houſe ſure5 the covenant 
was ſure : 2 Sam. 23.'5. Although my 
houſe be not ſo with God, get he hath made 
with me an everlaſting covenant, ordered in 
all things and ſure, for this is all my ſalua- 
tion and all. my deſire. God hath, made 
me his choſen, and his mercies to me are 
fure 3 God will deal with u$1n a way of 
free grace, that our mercies may be ſure; 
By grace ze are ſaved , and if fo, what a 
comfort is it that God will ſo order and 
diſpoſe of it that we may be ſure of it, 
ard depend upon it; for God will have | 
us depend upon him for our fpiritual | 
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comforts , and what will make us more 
depend upon him, than to know that he 
gives all in a way of free grace ; we 
muſt depend upon God both tor our ſpi- 
ritual and our outward comforts , ſeeing 
what He doth He doth freely ; we muſt 
freely depend upon him for comfort: 
Bur, 

7. When may a man be ſaid to be tru- 
ly comforted in a way of free grace ? 
I cannot deny but I am comforted (ſaith 
a poor foul ) but I know not whether 
it be ina way of free grace and free 
love 3 now how may I know that I am 
comforted ina way of free prace. 

I ſhall ſpeak to this Negatzvely and 4f- 
firmatively, 

Firſt Negatively, There is a comfort 
that is the daughter of time; a man or 
woman 1s forrowful, but time wears it 
out, time comforts him ; this comfort that 
ſprings from, and arifeth out of time, is 
not true comfort ; neither is that man 
truly comforted by free grace. But 
when the ſoul is truly comforted in a 
way Of free grace, then he is comforted 
by the Holy Ghoſt , 1he Holy Ghoſt bear- 
ing witneſs that he is the Child of God. 

Secondly, There is a comfort that ari- 
ſeth from the ſatisfaction of a natural 
conlci-' 
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that there is a God, and that this God 
is to: be prayed unto, and therefore he 
prayes accordingly 3 and when he hath 
done . his natural conſcience 1s ſatisfied, 
and he is then comforted 3 but nc: © ifa 
mans comfort arile only from this, _m 
the ſatisfation of a naturall conſcience, 
that man is not truly comforted; for he 
that is truly comforted, is comforted by 
joy in believing - in whom believing ye 
rejoyce, Rom. 15.13. 

Thirdly, There is a comfort that ari- 
ſeth from a mans non-attendance to his 
own condition. Men may be comfort- 
ed. Why? Becauſe they never look into 
their condition , how it ſtands between 
God and their ſouls: There 1s a com- 
fort ariſing not only from'a mans con- 
ſcience, but from the non-attendance to 
his own condition , and hereupon he js 
fecure : but this 1s not the comfort that 
ariſeth from free grace and free love. 

Fourthly, Thereis a comfort that doth 
ariſe from the uſe of the creature, men 
are troubled in their minds , and they 
run preſently to the Tavern , to their 
Muſick, or merry Company to put it off; 
and ſo it may be are comforted : but if 
a mans. comfort ariſe only from the crea- 
ture , 
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ture, he is not truly comforted , not 
comforted with the comfort of free grace 
and love : he that is comforted in this 
way , it is but a diverſton to him, and 
not true comfort : as ſtraw when ſet on 
fire will make a flaſh and a flame, but 
black aſhes remain behind; ſo when men 
are troubled , and they run to the Ta- 
vern, orto Mulick, and merry Compa- 
_ Dy 5 all this is but a flaſh , black Aſhes 
remain behind : provoked trouble will be 
angry trouble, and angry will be moſt 
troubleſome ; when men run to mer- 
riment to divert trouble, they provoke 
It. 

Fifthly, There is a comfort that doth 
ariſe from the common work of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt 3- Some who have taſted of the 
Heavenlygift, and are made partakers of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and yet fall away, Heb. 6. 4. 
The falle ground received the word with 
joy : Now if a mans comfort ariſeth from 
theſe common workings of the Holy Ghoſt, 
it is not true comfort : for he thar is 
truly comforted, is comforted in a way 
of free love, his comfort is unſpeakable, 
x Pet. 1. 8. Whom having not ſeen you 
love, in when though you now ſee him not, 
get believing ye rejoyce with joy wnſþeaka- 
ble ande#ll of glory, Thus you ſee Nega- 
by izvely, 
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tively, when a man is nottruly comforted 
in theſe five particulars 3 a man not tru- 
ly comforted from time,nor from the ſatis- 
faction of anatural conſcience, nor from a 
non-attendance to his condition, nor from 
the ule of the creature, nor laſtly fromthe 
common workings of the Holy Ghoſt. 

But Secondly Affirmatively, we have 
heard when a man may be ſaid not to 
be comforted. Now when may a man be 
ſaid to be comforted, truly comforted 
in a way of free grace? Beloved in the 
Lord ,' are you willing to have your 
comforts tried 5 falſe and counterfeit 
things do not love trials now if you be 
willing to be tried, to have your com- 


your comforts may be true ; but ſhall not 
inſiſt on this. There are two or three 
things I ſhall ſpeak to here. 

_ Firſt, If you have been comforted by 
the word of promiſe, ſet on upon your 
ſouls by God . then are you truly com- 
forted in a way of love and free grace, for 
whats the promiſe but the word of grace. 
But ſome may ſay, I have hada promiſe, 
but IT fear it may be from the Devil 3 for 
the Devil may bring a promiſe: did he 
not bring a pomiſe unto Chriſt, Mat. 4. 6. 
Sayirg, He ſhall give His Angels charge over 


forts tried, it is a fign and a hope that 


thee, 


den 


' thee, and in their hands they ſhall bear thee 
wp. This promiſe was brought to Chriſt 
by the Devil , and it may be my pro- 
miſe may be handed to me by Satan, 
and fet on upon my ſoul by him. But 
do but mark this, I will only fay this 
one thing to thee, poor ſou), to eaſe thee 
of this objection. If Satan bring a pro- 
miſe to you, it 1s to lead you into (in, 
to draw you into fin, and to that which 
is evil, as this to Chriſt here, He will 
give His Angels charge concerning Thee, 
caſt thy ſelf down. He brought a pro- 
miſe to do evil , caſt thy telf down: 
but now if God hand a promiſe to you, 
it is for your. doing of good; therefore 
ſays Chriſt to Satan, Jt zs written | bave 

a word and a promiſe. too , 1? zs written 

thou ſhalt not tempt. the Lord thy God: The 
Devil brought this that he might doevil, 

and God gave Chriſt a word to keep him 

from evil: and ſo when you are brought 

into temptations, great temptations ; if 

you have a word of promiſe brought 

home to your hearts, to bear you upun- 

der temptation; it 1s not the Devil that 

gives it in to you, that hands it to you: 

No, for the Devil is no friend to faith, 

no friend to ſtay you up 3 for the Tem- 

pter will not act againſt the Temptati- 

on; 
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on ; ſaith Luther, though the Devil 
nipotent , yet he is not Ommipotent3 though 
he be Mighty , he is not Almighty - And 
therefore | ſay, if you have a promiſe 
comes to you, to help you to-do good, 
it is riot of Satan but of God 5 for he is 
Almighty , he is able to comfort. That 
is the firſt, | 
Secondly, Would you know whether 
you be comforted in a way of free grace 
and love, you may know it by the eb- 
bing and flowing of your comforts, 
which will ebb and flow according to 
the cauſe: They ſay the Aarygold opens 
and ſhuts with the Sun, when the Sun 
ſhines it opens, when the Sun with- 
draws it ihuts, it opens and ſhuts ac- 
cording to the withdrawing and ſhining 
of the Sun: and fo if your comforts be 
true, the more the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
opens before you, the more the Sun of 
righteouſneſs ſhines upon you ., the 
more you will be comforted - If your 


comforts be true, the more the freeneſs of 


the love of Gad is opened to you , the 
more will the comfore of the foul be en- 
larged; if your comforts be true , the 
more God thines with his countenance. 
the more 1s ihe ſoul comforted : Lord 


fates David is Plialm 4. 6. bift wp the 
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put more gladneſs in my heart than in the 
time that their Corn and their wine increq- 
ſed. Now according to the openiog and 


| ſhutting of theſe things, ſo will your 


comforts be. How is it therefore with 
you ? Is there any ebbing and flowinz ? 
How 1s the righteouſneſs of Chriſt? How 
is the light of Gods countenance diſco- 
vered to you? Are they laid open to 
you ? Then are you truly comforted in 
a way of free grace and love. That 1s 
the ſecond. 

Thirdly, If you be comforted in a way 
of free grace and lave, then your com- 
forts are true friends to holineſs of life. 
That comfort that is wrought by the 
grace of God without you, is the grea- 
teſt friend to theFrace of God within 
you, and to holinefs in your lives: Falſe 
comfort is a friend to fin, a neighbour ; 
a guard ro fin; but no friend to true 
and graciouscomfort; yea thoſe that have 
this falſe comfort can indure f1as againſt 
conſcience : But now where there 1s true 
comfort, and comfort from the grace of 
God, there conſcience is as the Apple of 
the Eye, and the man cannot indure the 
leaſt fin , he cannot bear the leaſt Mote 
of ſin to lie upop _ conſcience : How 
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is it therefore with you? 1s yo! 
2 friend to holineſs of life ? and can you 
ſay, the more comforted I am the more bo- 
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ly | zm? Then you are truly comforted. 
Bur tuppolſe | want comfort now, and. 


that I am vac of a drooping, trembling 
ſoirit, and of an affliifted heart 5 whar 
* ſhall 1 do that-I may be comforted, and 
comforted 1n a way of free grace? I An- 
(wer; —- 
Firſt, 'Go away , and be ſenſible of 
your unbelic! , for 1t is want of believiog 
that hinders our comfort , and when the 
comforter comes, he w:ll convince the 


world of fin, and eſpecially of unbelief : 


would you then be comforted in a way 
of free Jove? Gothenl ſay, and be ſen- 
ſible of your unbelief , and be humbled 


for it. - =\ 
Secondly , Obſerve/what thoſe things 


arethat hinder your ſpiritual comforts, and 
take heed of them. They are many. I 
will only name ſome of them. As, 
Firſt, Worldly fears, and worldly de- 
lights ; theſe are cncmies to true com- 
fort. . : 
Secondly, Sins againſt conſcience, they 
that fin againſt knowledge , will hardly 
bave peace of conſcience; nay it 1s pitty 


in- 


they ſhould have peace, leſt they be 
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1agaged and incouraged thereby to fins 4 
thoſe that fin agaic ſt Conſcience will hard- 
ly have peace. Do you think to have 
the Spirit to be your friend whom you 
grieve ſo often, if then you would be 
truly comforted , you muſt have a great 
care of ſinning againit conſcience , and 
thereby grieving the ſpirit, that ſþirze 
whereby you are ſealed to the day of Redem- 
P1ion, Ephel. 4. 30. would you then be 
truly comforted? Obtetve I ſay theſe 
things that hinder your ſpiritual com- 
fort: can you think that what yuu grieve 
moſt, ſhould comfort you molt. There- 
fore as you expect true comfort, have a 
care of prieving the ſpirit of God. 
Thirdly, If at any time God make a 
tender of grace, or offer a word of com- 
fort and peace to you; be ſure you do 
not refuſe it. We are apt to refuſe to 
be comforted 5 but be ſure you accept of 
it, eſpecially in a time of Temptation. 
+ Fourthly, Be fure you do not reſt up- 
on your own performances 1n reference 
to your comforts. Brethren and Bclo- 
ved think on theſe things, and compare 
them with your own daily experiences. 
I fay if you would be truly comforted, 
do nat reſt on your own performances. 
As we are apt to reſt upon our own 
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52 Free grace io Believers -— 
Righteouſneſs, in reference to our Juſti- 
fication; ſo we are apt alſo to relt up- 


on our own performances, tn reference 
to our comforts. O take heed you do 
not go about to eſtabliſh your own com- 
{forts upon the bottom of your own per- 
formances , for if you do, you will not 
ſabmit to the-confolations of God. 
Fifthly, If you would be comforted in 
a way of free grace and love, then ſtu- 
dy much the freeneſs of the grace of 
God. What is the reaſon people are no 
more comforted ? It is becauſe they ſee 
no more of the grace of God, the free 


_ grace of God: the more you look into 


the riches and freenels of Gods grace, 
the more you will be comforted. 

Sixthly, If ycu want comfort at any 
time, walk graciouſly in the want of ir. 
When you want comfort goto God and 
ſay; Lord although T cannot ſee thee , yet 
mill T ferve thee; and although I cannot en- 
joy thee , yet T will obey theez, and although 


| T camnot ſee thy face, yet Twill follow after 


thee, if by any means 1 may obtain thee. 
Walk graciouſly in the want of your 
comforts. 

Seventhly, Set your ſelf to rejoyce in 
him that gives you comfort , Kejoyce ins 
the Lord almaies, and again I ſay rejoyce, 
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"fate le. Phil. 4. 4. He doth noe 
| only fay humble,your ſelf for ſin, which 
Is a duty and a great duty 3 but he faith 


* Rejoyce, and again 1 ſy rejozce ir the 
= Lord; Rejoyce in the Lord who gives 
you comfort freely. As much as you 
| bave been humblcd for lin formerly, fo 
much ſhould you now rejoyce that you 
7 have been comforted, and freely comfor- 


: ted by the grace of Goo ; Rejoyce fo 
f much 1n the Lord of your comforts. 
o + Eighthly, ( To name them only : ) If 
-. Fou would be comforted in a way of 
6 free grace and love, then be thankfull for 
O your comfort : He that ts. tbankfull for a 
little, (hsll have much ; be thankfull 
therefore to God for your comfort. 
Laſtly, Would you be comforted ia a 
way of free grace and love; then goto 
God for that comfort : Friends and Belo- 
ved; God is willing, moſt willing to com- 
fort; and what will you not go tO him? 
Cod 1s willing to make- good his name , 
and his Title; now this 1s one of his 
Titles, -I am the Lord that comtorteth - 
He ts willing to do what Chiiſt was (ent 
to do; ihe ſpirit of the Loid is upon meto 
comfort all that mourn, I'a. 61.2, Is not 
God willirg to do it; He haih ſeat the 
comforter ailo to comfort you , yea he 
2 hath 
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if. bath given his Miniſters charge to com- 
fort you; Comfort ye, comfort ye my peo- 
ple, Ia. 40. 1. and are not you willing 
now , to receive what God hath promi- 
ſed, I will not leave you comfortlefs, T will 
come unto you. John 14.15. You will be 
troubled and reaſon with your felves, 
yet I will not leave you comfortleſs. 
As one whom his mother comforteth, ſo will 
T comfort you-, and ye ſhall be comforted. 
Ifa. 66. 13. Therefore now O poor 
drooping (ſoul go to God, for he 1s wil- 
ling to comfort thee, if thou be but wil- 
ling to gounto him. Oaly in your go- 
ing to God obſerve theſe two or three 
diretions. 

Firſt, When you go to God for com- 
fort, go to the Office which he hath fer 
up for comfort, the Office of the Holy- 
Gholt. f 

Secondly, When you go to God, ſhut 
Four eyes, and caſt your lelf at an adven- 
ture wpcn the free grace of God. 

Thirdly, In going to God for comfort 
you mult ſtay Gods leaſure; ſome come 
2nd ask of God , and becauſe they do 
not receive an anſwer preſently, they 
are gone; but be ſure you do willing- 
ly {tzy Gods leaſure. Thus I ſay, would 
you have com{ort ? you mult obſerve 


theſe 


- 


. *_ im theirConſolations.” os, 
theſe things, to go to Gods Office, to 2 
(hut your eyes, and to caſt your ſelves 


| at adventure upon the free grace of God, 
and then you muſt ſtay Gods leafure; 


; * Thus doing you ſhall be truly comfort- 
ed;z and when you have obtained this 
comfort, and are thus truly comfo;ted; 
: Then take theſe few rules with you, and 


ſo I conclude. 

| Firſt, Take as much pains to keep your 

- f comfort, as ever you did ro get it. 
Secondly, Labour more ard more to 

increaſe it, for if it Co not 1Qcreaie, it 

w1ll certainly decreaſe. 

. Thirdly, Be comfortable to, and com- 

forting of other:3 for how do you knyw 

but that God hath comforted you, to 


t this very end that you might comfort 

. .others; Par! was fo, and be ture to ſhew 
comfort, for comforts ſake. 

t Brethren and Beloved in the Lord, Do 


- not receive this grace in vainz But go all 
you that have this comfort, and magni- 
ty the riches of Gods grace, the freencſ\s 
of the grace of God that hath comfoſt- 
ed you, and ſay, H#hat ſuch a one as 1 
comforted ! Others of thy Children Lord 
have walked cloſely with Thee , but I have 
walked looſely; and ſhall I be comforicd and 
not they ? O what free grace is this! I have 
| | E 4 beew 
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been a great ſmner Lord, and what amT 
comforied O what free grace is this ! There 
are ſome that have walked in the light, and 
they are now in darkneſs; but I have walk- 
ed in the dark , and yet am now in the 
light, O what free grace is this | Go away 
therefore, and magnifie the riches of 
Gods grace in the matter of your com- 
forts. 7 | 
Thus you have heard 110w the freeneſs 
of the grace of God is written upon all } 
your comforts, your comforts and con- 
folations are all deeply inamelled with 
the free grace of God 3 and that much 
3 of his free love is laid out in your com- 
>: forts and conſolations. And thus I con- 
__ clude with the words of my Text , Now 
our Lord Jeſws Chriſt himſelf, and God even 
our Father, which hath loved #5, and given 
us Fverlsſiing Conſolation and good hope 
through grace > Comfort your hearts and 
eſtabliſh you in every good word and work. 
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SERMON. III. 
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Fones. 1.8 


For by grace are ye ſaved through faith, 
and that not of yeur ſelves; it i the gift 
of God. 


N:the former exerciſe I have been 

ſhewing you the freeneſs of the love 
and grace of God, in the matter of our 
comforts and divine conſolations. I ſhall 
now in the third place ſhew you the. 
freeneſs of the grace of God , in refe- 
rence to cur ſalvation, and eterna] glory, 
and therefore follow theſe words which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks at the latter end of 
verſe 5. By grace are ye ſaved, and ſo you 
ſee the ſame in verſe 8. For by grace are 
ye ſaved and that not of your ſelvers it is 
the gift of God. | 

But why ſhould he lay the ſame words 
again in fo ſhort a compaſs? Why, it 
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was to ſhew, not only that his heart 
was full oi the free grace and love of 
Gud , but to ſhew allo that he thought 
he could never ſpeak cnough of it, and 
therefore he repeats it, by grace ye are 
ſaved 3 For by grace are ye ſaved : that is 
to ſay from firſt to laſt, you are ſaved 
by rhe free grace and love of God. 

From whence then I rake up this Do- 
Qarine. 


Do. That there is much of the free love 
and grace of God laid out in the matter of 
our ſalvation and eternal glory. 


For the clezring of this point, I ſhall 


endeavour to ſhew you, | 


Firſt, That 1t is 2 matter of infinite 
happineſs, and of great conc-rnment to 
go to Heaven ani to be iave<d for ever. 

Secundly, To ſhew you how this mer- 
cy is obtained, this mercy of ſalvation 
and eter.jal glory ; I (hall ſhew, it is of 
free grace and free lovc. 

Thirdly, I thall anſwer two ObjeCi- 
ONS. | 

Fourthly, I ſhall ſhew you wherein the 
free grace and love of God appears in the 
matter of our (alvatioo. 


Fifthly, Shew you why God chuſeth 


to 
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;- Salvation and Eternal Glory. 59 LL. 


rt | to ſave the children of men in a way of 
of | free love and grace. | 

he I. I ſhall ſpeak a little by way of In- 
nd | troduction : It 1s a great matter, and of 
re | infinite conc*roement to be ſaved, and to 
Is | go to Heaven forever. For, ' 

ed Firſt, You are thereby ſaved from 
wrath to come 53 you count it here a 
o- | great matter to be delivered from the 
wrath of man; but it 1s a fir preater 
mercy to be dclivered from the %rath 
ve | of Devils, to be delivered from their fu- 
of | ry and malice, and not to lye at their 
mercy to all Eternity. Yea, 

Secondly, You ſhall be delivered from 
il } all ſorrow , both inward and outward, 
and if fo, how bleſſed, and: happy are you, 
e | for you (hall die 1n the Lord 3 And bleſ- 
o | ſed are the dead that die in the Lord, for 
they reſt from their labours, &c. Rev 14.13. 
- | It is a mercy to have meat and Criak, 
n | and abed to lye on, but it 1s a greater 
f 1} mercy not to need them; in Heaven you 
ſhall be freed from theſe needs and necel- 
| {fities. You walk here, bur it 1s with a 
burden; you hear now, but it is with a 
e | burden you repent now, but it is with a 
e {| burden : But in Heaven you ſhall be 
freed, not only from the guilt of the neg- 
h | le& of duty, but from the burden of duty 
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alſo, Heaven knows of no daty that hath 
a burden withit. Thus you ſhall be freed. 
Again, 

Thirdly, You ſhall not only be freed 


from the(e troubles, but yau ſhall alſo 


be brought into a poſſeſſion, ito ar in- 
beritance that is incorruptible , that fadeth 
mot away, where you ſhall enjoy the 
company of Saints and Angels, and that 
without ſuſpicion, or jealouſie one of ano- 
ther : here you have the company of 
Saints, but either you ſuſpet them or 
they you, either they are jealous of you 
or you of them; but Heaven knows no 
ſuſpicions, no jealouſies3 Saints live there 
without {uſpicions. 

 Fourthly, If you go to Heaven and be 
fayed , you ſhall then be filled with glo- 


ry: if you have bur a little taſte of glo- 


ry her: , you are ready to break under 
it, under a Jutle glory 3. but the time 
will cor:c, when you ſhall be filled with 
olory, 40d your 'hearts ſhall bear up un- 
der 1t, your bodies ſhall be changed ; 
your vile bodies ſhall be changed , and made 
like urto Chriſis giorious body ; you ſhall be 
filled with glory, ſoul and body both. Yea, 
Fifthly, If you be ſaved, your graces 
ſhall be alwaies in At, alwates in exer- 
ciſe 3 your underſtandings ſhall be fully in- 
2 light- 
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and affections ſhall be drawn out to God, 
with infinite ſatisfation and infinite de- 


| light; Z ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake 


with thy likeneſs, Plalm 17, 15. All de- 
light ariſeth from enjoying things ſuita” 
ble, now what 1s more ſuitable for a ra- 
tional creature, than to enjoy his ends : 
when a Husband hath been at ſea from 
his wife balf a year, or a year; what 
joy is it to her to ſe: him come home 
again. So for a poor {oul to ſee Chriſt, 
what joy 1s it after he hath withdrawn 
himſelf a great while? here we have com- 
munion with Chriſt but in part and 1n- 
terrupted 3 but then you ſhall be ever, for 
ever with the Lord, and have communi- 
on with him without interruption. Now 
we ſee joy and glory , but darkly;. and 
if there be ſo much ſweetneſs to ſee 
Chriſt in a glaſs ; O then what ſweetneſs 
will it be to ſee him face to face, and 

enjoy him for ever; And to ſay no more, 
Laſtly, If you be ſaved, you hall 
have the knowledge of the continuance 
of this condifion : Though a mans 
condition be never ſo happy in it 
ſelf, yet if he think it will ons 
that 
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happineſs3 this is the unhappineſs of Hell, 
men ſhall know and be allured that they 
ſhall never be delivered out of it, never, 
never, never; and this is the happineſs of 
Heaven, that men {hall alwayes rejoyce, 
and (hall beafſured that they ſhall ſo con- 
tinueto do, ever, ever, ever. 

Bur 2. In what way does a man come 
to this attainment, how andin what way is 
a man ſaved? Why in' away of free love 
and grace, for if God beſtow any thing 
In a way of giftit is free, for what is more 
free than gift ; now do but conlider what 
thoſe things are, which are ca:led 1n Scri- 
pture, Salvation, and you may obſerve, 
that they all come 1n a way of gift. 

1. Sometimes Salvation tis put for the 
Author of Salvation. Jeſus Chriſt. Lord 
ow letteft thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
according to thy word, for mine eyes have 


| ſeen thy ſalvation : Luke 2. 29, Zo. That 


1s Chriſt the Author of our ſalvation; 
and fo faith Chriſt ro Zachews , This day 
zs ſalvation come to thy houſe ; That is Chriſt. 
Now this ſalvation 1s obtained 1n away 
of gift, Saith Chriſt to the woman of Sa» 
maria, if thou haaſt known the gift of God, 
ard who it is that ſaith unto thee give me to 
drink, &c, John. 4. 10. He calls him- 

| ſelf 


unhappy in the widſt of his 
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ſelf the gift of God. - \ 

S:condly , Sometimes Salyation is put 
for the means cf favlation, for the Goſpel ; 
How ſhall we eſcape if we negle® ſo great 
ſalvation. Heb. 2.3. that is the means of 
ſalvation, the goſpel : this ſu}vation is al- 
ſo calil:d the gif. of God; wito you 38 3s 
given to know the myfreries of the Kingdom 
of Heaver., Mit. 13. 11. 

Thirdly , Sometimes falvation is put 
| for eternal glory, who would have all men 

to be ſaved, Jew and Geztile, and this fal- 
vation is the giit of God too. Rom. 6. 
23. But the gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; Now falva- 
tion as to the Author of it, as to the 
means of it, and as to the ſalvation it ſelf, 


it is all of free grace, all given in a way 
of free love and grace ; and thereforeit 
muſt needs be, that much of the free 
.grace and love of God is laid out in our 
ſalvation. | 
But you will ſay, if it be fo, that by 
free grace we are ſaved, then what need 
we uſe the means of ſalvationz you ſay 
we are ſaved by grace, by free grace; 
wherefore then need we 1ndeavour. 
Firſt, Yes weare to indeavour ;z do you 
not uſe your indeavour to get your daily 
bread? and yet that 1s the gift of God: 
' your 
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your livelihood is the gift of God; for 
you ſay, give #9 this day our daily bread ; 
it is then the gift of God, and yet we 
are to uſe the means *: and (o we are to 
do what we can, although not what we 
ſhould in the matter of our ſalvation ; be- 
cauſe by our endeavour, and ufiog the 
means we ſhew our dependance upon 
God, and our obedience to him, becauſe 
he hath commandedit; For, 

Secondly, Although ſay with the Apo- 
ſtle, by grace ye are ſaved, and not of works : 
yet works are neceſlary, good works are 
neceſſary in vyegard of our thankfulneſs 
to God; and neceflary as they are an' evi- 
dence of our ſalvation, ſaith the Apoftle, 
although I ſay by grace yeare ſaved, yet 
you are to be in the performance of good 
works; Eph. 2. 106. For we are his work- 
mranſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
works; the ſame word, good works: that 
1s the third genera]. Bur, | 

Fourthly, Wherein doth the freeneſs of 


the grace of God appear, in the matter of 


our ſalvation? | 

Firſt, There is a preat deal of free 
grace in this, that God ſhould ordata us 
to eternal life and ſalvation. 2 Tim, 1, 
9. Who hath ſaved w5, and called ws with 
an holy calling, not according to our works, 


but | 
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but according to bis own purpoſe andgrace ” 
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which was given us in Chriſt Jeſws , before 
the world began. Again 
Secondly, ( To name them ) Isit 
not great grace, mercy, and favour 
that God ſhould ſend his own Son from 
Heaven to dye for us, and to purchaſe 
our ſalvation, yet ſo he did. Te are 
bought with a price, what price ? theblood 
of Jeſws Chriſt, who gave himſelf a ran- 
ſomefor you , 1 Tim. 2.6. | 
Thirdly, Is it not a great mercy, a 
very great favour, that we that had 
brokea the firſt Covenant, and had not 
performed the conditions of it, that 
we ſhould be ſet up again as I may ſay; 
That God ſhould ſet us up again, under 
another Covenant, that runs without 
any condition 5 and yet ſo he did; 
Heb. 8. to. For this is the Covenant that 
IT will make with the houſe of Iſrael , after 
thoſe days ſaith the Lord , I will put - my 
Law into their mind and write them 31. 
their heart, and I will be to them a God, and 


|| they ſhall be to me apeople. 


Fourthly, Yet further, ltisin the mat- 
ter of our ſalvation, as it is in the matter 
of our conſolation, and comforti and as 
1 aid of that fo I ſay alſoof this. That 
the greater, and the more glorious any 
F © © movey 
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mercy is, & the more worth) 
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the perſons that giveth it,and the more 


_ unworthy the perlon 15 that receives it, 


the more doth the grace ef him appear 
who giveth it;now what greater mercy, 
what more glorious mercy , than Hea- 
ven and ſalvation. It is called the King- 
dom of God , the Kingdom of Heaven , 
it is called, the Kingdom of glory , and 
Eternal glory, it is called Joy, Erter into 
the Joy of our Lord: and great is the Joy 


of our Lord; That Joy which was ſet. 


before Chriſt, that is the Joy of the 
Saints in Heaven, Tt is ſuch 4s exe hath 
210t ſeem, ear hath not heard , neither hath, 
it entred into the heart of man to conceive , 


#he things which God hath prepared for 


' there that love him, 1 Cor. 2.9. Paul 


was wrapt up to Heaven, but when 
he came down he was not able to de- 


_ clarethe glory thereof; Thoſe that are 


in a war are better able todeelare the 
paſſages of it than thoſe that writeit, 
but yet they are not able to declare 
all. So the Apoſtle could ſpeak ſome- 
thing of this great and infinite glory , 
but was notable todeclare itall.' There 


was one, who was asked by his Prince , 


what God was , he deſired firſt , two 
dayes to aulwer , when they were paſt 
he 
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dayes, he asked eight dayes to anſwer 3 
So if you ſhould ask me what glory 
that is, which is in my Text, muſt 
take two dayes, and then four dayes; 
and then eight dayes to anſwer, and . 
yet then I ſhould not be able to declare; 
nor be able to expreſs, this glory which 
is wrapt up in this one word Salvation. 

But it may be this bleſſed Eſtate 1s 
beſtowed only upon thoſe that are 


- werthy 2 No not fo, this is moſt com- 
-monly beſtowed upon thoſe that are 


moſt unworthy - what is more un- 
worthy than a Dog? why , was not - 
Stephen looked upon as a Dog? yea. 
were not the Gentiles looked upon as 
Dogs ? ſaith Chriſt ; by caſt ye the Ebil- 
drens bread to Dogs > Now though Sal- 
vation was of the Jews, for Chriſt 
came of the Jews, yet Salvation is now 
for the Geatilesz and amongthe Gen- 
tiles; who was more unworthy than 
a blaſphemer, and a perſecutor of the 
Saiats and Servants of God, and 
ſuch a one was Paul, and yet he was 
ſaved, though he was not only un- 
deſerving of it, but deſerving the quite 
cantrary z how who more undeſferving 
than thoſe that deſerve the contrary ? 
-Þ 2 yet 
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therefore ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 8.3. 
When IT conſider thy Heavens, the work 
of thy fingers , the Moon and the Stars which 
thou haſt ordained; what is man , that thou 
art mindful of him, and the Son of Man 
that thor: wiſiteſt bim, &c. Sal ſay, 
that the more glorious any mercy is, 
and the more unworthy the receiver is , 
and the greater he is that gives, the 
more free is the thing given, and thus 
it is with our Salvation. Salvation is 
a great, and glorious mercy, and this 
Salvation is given, and that is great and 
glorious too, and it is given unto man 
who is moſt unworthy , and 'tis given by 
God who is moſt infinite and excellent 
above us. But apain 

Fifthly, The more God doth croſs 
hands in the matter of our Salvation, 
the more free is his grace, in his be- 
ſtowing of it upon us: for asI ſhewed 


in the matter of our comforts, fo Ifay 
now, that God doth croſs hands in the 
matter of our Salvation alſo; For he 
doth often fave them that are moſt un- 
likely to be faved ; as Pay! , and Mat- 
thew the Publican, and who more un- 
likely than Zacheys or the Thiefe on the 
| crols, 


you before, that God doth croſs hands 
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croſs', or the Jajlor? yet were theſe 
faved , though yery unlikely to be fav- 
ed. Andſoon the contrary , whomore 
likely to be ſaved, than the young 
man in the Goſpel, that came to Chriſt, 
yet you know he was rejeted: the 
young man hecomes unto Chriſt , and 
ſays, Matt. 19. 16. Good Maſter what 
good thing ſhall I do , that I may haveeter- 
z:al life, ſays Chriſt, keep the command- 
ments, all theſe things bave Thkept, ſaith 
he , from my youth upward; then ſaith 
Chriſt, Go ſell all that thou haſt, and 
then thou ſhall have treaſures in heaven , 
and it is ſaid be went away ſorrowful. 
Mark now, was not this a forward 
young man, avery forward man, af 
theſe. ſaith he have 1 kept from my youth up- 
ward, and Chriſt doth not contradict 
him, and yet | notwithitanding, this 
man could not do what Chriſt com- 


| | manded him, he could nor ſell all he 
had, it was too hard for himto learn 
' that leflon which Chriſt ſet him, for it 
is faid he went away ſorrowfulz and 


and therefore ſaith Chriſt, « rich 


: wan ſhill hardly enter into the Kingdou 
of Heaven : And what is this but only 
. to ſhew, that God doth often cro's 
hands ia the matter of Qur Salvation, 
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70 Fee grace to Believers in their 

to ſhew that the firft ſhallbe laſt, and the 
laft firſt, for God loves to croſs hands 
1n the matter of our Salvation 3 and 
therefore we find in Scripture, that 
there are ſome that come to Chriſt and 
ſay as the Scribe io Matt. 8. 19.- Maſter 
T will follow thee whereſoever thou goeft , 
and Chriſt ſeems to put him off, and 
yet in the next verſe almoſt he puts one 
forward, and he excuſes himſelf, and 
fayes, ſuffer me to bury my Father , but 
Chriſt tauh fo/ow me &c. Thus you ſee 
what crofiing of hands there is 10 matter 
of our Salvation , to ſhew the firſs 
ſhall be laſt 1ſay,and the laſt firſt - Friends, 
ſtay but a little while, until the day 
of Judgement, and then you will 
ſee what croſſing of hands there 
will be, then you ſhall ſce ſome men at 
the right hand of Chriſt , whom you 
thought would never have been ſaved, 
and then alſo you ſhall ſee ſome on the 
lefr hand of Chriſt, whom you would have 
choughr-would never have been there. 
God I ſay will croſs hands in the matter 
of our Salvation, and the more he 
doth ſo, the more doth the freeneſs of 
his grace appear to them that are ſaved. 
Again | 

. Sixthly , Yet one thing more, The 
ee ee Wong 
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more our Salvation is layd upon the Arch 
cr Pillar of grace and love, the more _ 


free is the grace of Gad , and the more 
free it doth appear in the beſtowing of 
it : Now what are the Arches and 
Pillars of free grace and love, upon 
which our Salvation under Chriſt is 
layd. I ſhall name ſome. 

I. Theabloluteneſs of the Covenant, 

2. That God juſtifies the ungodly. 

3- Thatour righteouſneſs is not in us 
bur in Chriſt. 

4 That tbe guilt of our ſins by which 
we lay Jyable to condemnatian is re- 
moved. 

5. That a little fincerity covers a 
great deal of Infirmity. 

6. That what God calls ours is not 
indeed ours, but Gods, as our graces , 
our duties, which are rot indeed ours 
but Gods. 

7. That God will in duetime glorify 
us and honour us. Sin doth provoke 
God, and cauſeth him to be angry with 


us, butgrace doth provoke him to love 


us, and therefore the Pillars of our Sal- 
vation arc layd under Chriſt upon grace, 
upon free-grace and love, andrthereby 
the freeneſs of the grace of God doth 
tte moe a7pcar inthe matter of our 
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Salvation,and that is the fourth General. 
But then 
© Fifthly , Salvation is a work of grace; 
and ſeeing we are ſaved by grace alone, 
why then doth God chuſe to ſave men 
in this way of free-grace? I Anſwer, 
Firſt, Its Li this isthe moſt ho- 
nourable way unto God ; the Papiſts are 
not aſtiamed to ſay that itis moſt ho- 
nour to a man to be ſaved by his works, 
but I am fure it'is more honour, and 
more honourable unto God to ſave by 
his free-grace. 
_ Secondly , If there was ſomewhat of 
the good pleaſure of God in the worlds 
condemnation , all the reaſon in the 
world then that there ſhould be free- 


grace in the way of Salvation, Pray 


how came Adam to ſtand for the whole 


world 2 He was not choſen by us, 


why it was the good pleaſure of God 
that he ſhould ſtand for the whole world, 
and that he ſinning, we ſhould all be 
guilty of fia by , and through him : Sol 
fay,if there was (as I mayſpeak with 
reverence) ſomewhat of the good plea- 
ſure of God-in the old worlds con- 
demnation, why then ſhould there not 
be free-grace in the ſouls Salvation, 
Rom. 5.15. But not as the offence , ſoalſo 
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is the free-gift , for if through the offence of one 
many be dead, much more the graceof God ,. 
and the gift of grace which is by one man, Teſus 
Chriſt , hath abounded unto many. 

Thirdly, God would have Heaven and 
Salvation to be of onepeice, he would 
have the work of heaven to be all the 
ſame; Now there were many Angels that 
fell, and many thouſands that food , why 
how came they to ſtand , that did ſtand , 
more than the others:rh& Fell ; it was only 
by free grace, they . were Ele@& Angels. 
Now men and Angels in heavefyare of the 
ſame Quire, and fing the ſame ſopgs'and 
therefore thoſe men that are (4d, 
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the free grace of God. OR 

Fourthly, God ſaves men in 4Way of 
free love, and grace, becauſe none ſhall 
miſs of Salvation : As God will puniſh, and 
condemn all the proud, all the wicked, 
that none ſhall eſcape 3 So hewill alſo ſave 
alFthat hagbath « mind to fave , by'free 
grace , becauſe. they ſhall not miſs of Sal- 
vation. _ "Ez. ; 

Fifthly, God will Taye men in fuch a 
way as whereby he may be glorified to all 
Eterpity , and therefore he-ſaygs themin 
a way of free grace and love 3 For _ 

; | | ave 
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have wetopraiſe God for , in heaven, but 
only for free grace, freegrace, to glorify 
his name for that; therefore 1 ſay God 
will ſave mep in this way of free love and 
race, that he may be thereby glorified 
ercaſter to all Eternity, and thus Thave 
done with the DoGrine; Now go along 
with me a little by way of application. 
Firſt, If we be ſaved by free grace, if 
free grace and love be the foundation of 
our Salvation, why ſhould we not then 
ftand cleer from all our own works, as 
to the meritorious ends of them : for grace 
and works are oppoſed, and therefore 
faith as a work can neither Juſtify nor 
ſave. I confeſs the Apoſtle ſaith, work 
ont your own Salvation with fear and trem- 


worketh in you both to will andts do of bis 
good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 12,13. 

Secondly , If we be ſaved by grace, why 
ſhould we not be tender of the grace of 
God, of the name* of God, of the free 
grace of God, and of the great name of 
God ; Are you ſaved by grace, and will 
you turn grace into wantonneſs? Oh my 
friends I ſay, if you be ſaved byprace, 
and by grace alone, how tender ſhould 
yoube of the name of God and ofthe free 
grace of God. | 
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' Subvation and Eternal Gly. 75 © 
 - Fhirdly , If we be ſaved by grace, then ; 
we may here ſee the reaſon , why many 
do take ſo much pains , as they think, 
for heave, and yetfall ſhort of it , andgo 
to Hell ; why tt is becauſe Salvation lies 
under the conduct of free grace : Some 
men abſtain from ſin, that they may not be 
damned, others perform holy dutics, read 
and hear, &c. That they may go to Hea- 
ven, yea many ſirive and ſhall not enter , 
becauſe falvation is of free grace. 

Ss | Fourthly, Ifby grace yeare ſaved, and El 
e | that there is muchofthe free grace of God " 
e | in our ſalvation, why then ſhould you 
r | doubt of it: Iconfeſs it isa hard thing to 
k | have Afſfurance of your ſalvation, and if 
;- | you haveit, it is free grace to yon more 
:t | than to another, and free grace is the 
is | founderof it if! you have it: Butyet, O 
ſoul, if by grace we are ſaved, let us not 
y | then doubt of it, for it is moſtſure;f 
f | you are ſaved by grace Ifay , why doubt 
e | yethen © ye of little faith O Chriſtians 
of | comfort your ſelves with theſe words, 
HW þ Tt your Fathers good pleaſure to give you the 
y | Kingdow, Luke 12.32. It is bis good will 
, | and pleaſure, it is inaway of tree grace 
Id | andlove. 

ee But you may ſay though it be in a way 
of free grace and love, yet it may notbe 
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Nay fay notſo, but mark what an Infe- 
rence the Plalmiſt makes, and draws up 
from this General. Pſalm 130.4, 5. But 
there is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou 
9ayſt be feared. Twait for the Lord, my ſoul 
doth wait, and in his word do T hope : and 
ſo in Pſal. 103. Speaking at Jarge of the 
grace, mercy and goodneſs of God, in 
the B. verſe he ſaith. The Lord is merciful 
and graciows, ſlow to anger, and plenteous 
in mercy - but what is the concluſion, 
Bleſs the Lord all ye his hoſts, bleſs the Lord 
all bis works , Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul. The 

very laſt words are, bleſs the Lord O my 

Soul : from the conſideration of the free- 
neſs of the grace of God in general, hc 
draws up this Concluſion, bleſs the Lord 
O my Soul. | 

But you may ſay : Though God will 
fave by grace, yet ſurely all ſhall not be 
ſaved by grace ſhall all men be ſaved? is 

God fo free ? | 7 

No, all men ſhall not be ſaved , for. 
ſaith the Apoſtle Gal. 5. 15. We through 
the * onb wait for the hope of righteonſneſ by 
faith ; 


but the new creature - but ſhall not all be 


_  faved? 


5 for in_ Jeſus Chriſt, neither circumct- 
from availeth any thing nor uncircumciſion , 
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5. 6. Let no man deceive you, for no whore- 
monger, nor unclean perſon, &c. hath any 
inheritance in the Kingdone of Chriſt, and of 
God. There is noplace for unclean things 
io Heaven: you know what the Apoſtle 
faith to the Galathians, The inheritance 3s 
not to the bondwoman mor to her children, 
So that I fay , that God doth not fave all, 
but choſe he doth ſave, are ſaved by free 
grace. 

But you would know who thoſe are 
that are ſaved, or that ſhall be ſaved for 
ever ; why, thus briefly, only to name 
things, | 

Firſt, Look who thoſe are that are juſti- 
fied, they ſhall be certainly ſaved. 

Secondly , Thoſe that are willing to 
part with all for Chriſt, and for the ſer- 
vice of Chriſt; they ſhall certainly be (a- 
ved. Mat. 19. 29. And every one that 
bath forſaken houſes, or brethren, or ſiſters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands for my name ſake, ſhall receive ar 
handred fold, and ſhall inherit everlsſling 
life. | 

Thirdly, They that ſtand at Chriſts 
right hand here, they ſhall be ſure to 
ſtand at Chriſts right hand, at the day of 
judgement 3 ahd fo be ſaved. 2 Cor. 5.5. 

| Now 
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ſame word. which is uſed for work ovf 
your own ſalvation, &c. So that there is 
a working up of the fon! unto eternal 
glory 3 2nd if Chriſt hath wrought you 


unto the ſelf ſame thing , whilſt you live 
here, then you are at his right hand now 5; 


and then you may be ſure to ſtand at his 
Tight hand, at the day of judgement, and 


{o ſhall be ſure to be ſaved for ever to 
all eternity, | LI, 
Fourthly, Thoſe that are tender to. 


Chriſts little ones, that are tender to 


thoſe that are go. in this world, and 


ready to help and affiſt them according 
to their wants, they ſhall ſurely be ſaved 
for ever: Come ye bleſſed of my Father, in- 


herit the Kingdom prepared for you. For T1 


was ar kungred , and ye gave me meat; 1 
Was thirſty . und ye gave me drink ; Iwas 4 


firanger and ye took me in; I was naked, 


and ye claathed me 5 fick., and ye viſited ae 5 
in priſon, and ye came unto me. And the 


 righicous anſwer, Lord when did we ſee thee 
ſick, or naked, or hungry, and fed thee, and 


cloaibed thee « why faith he, Ju 45 much 
a ou did it to one of the leaſt of theſe 'my 
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25.35-. Sol ſay, look who theſe 


| Arc , 
f#. | that are tender of Chriſts little ones, and 
y | are ready to help them, and to relieve 
/f | them according to their wants and neceſ- 
Ss | Cities; thoſe are they that ſhall be ſaved 
il | co all eternity. | 
u Fifthly , Thoſe that firive together for 
e | the Faith in times of affiidion, thoſe are they 
5: | that ſhall be ſaved for ever. Phil. 1.27. 
s$ | That ge ſtand faft in one ſpirit , with one 
d | mind, ſiriving together for the faith of the. 
© | Goſpel. Sol ſay, look who thoſe are, 
-.j that in the time of perſecution, ſtrive for 
o. | the faith, they ſhall ſurely be ſaved, and 
o | that to all eternity. Yet one thing 
d | more. | 
g Sixthly, Thoſe that come to Chriſtin time 
d | of Temptation , they ſhall be ſaved free- 
s- | ly to all eternity: for ſaith our Saviour 


x | Chriſt: John 6. 39. And this is my Fathers 
T | will that hath ſent me, that of all which he 
a | hath given me, IT ſhould loſe nothing, but 
d, | ſpowrld raiſe it up again at the laſt day; in 
e3 | verſe 37. i ſaies Chriſt, þ:e that cometh to 


me, I will in no wiſe caſt ont, and I will 


ee | give you the reaſon -faith he, For it is 
1d | the will of my Father that I ſhould loſe none 
ch | which he hath given unto me, but that they 


ſhenld riſe at the laſt day, How is it tbere- 
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you 
| the Lord)? Do you come to 
Chriſt in your. Temptations ? Do you 


{trive together in love for the faith, in time | 


of perſecution ? Are you tempted? Are 
you brought low? Remember this , that 
Chriſt is able to raiſe you up, and to ſave 
you to all eternity 3 and therefore O 
foul doubt not of your ſalvation. | 

But ſome may ſay, I am guilty of this 
doubting , what ſhall I do that I may not 
doubt of my falvation ?- 

This is too large a fubjet to ſpeak to 
now, I ſhall only ſay this to it. Let me 
defire you to ſtudy much; the freeneſs of 
the grace of God in general; and confi- 
der alſo much, and frequently, the par- 
ticular inſtances of grace and metcy, 
that God hath ſhewn to others, and you 
will find it is all of free grace; yea and 
this ſcripture ſhews you that all is of 
free grace > and therefore though it be' a 
hard thing for us to get aſſurance of our 
ſalvation 3 yet the particular inſtances , 
and examples of the mercies that God 
hath beſtowed upon others, ſhould much 
incourage us, 2nd bear us up, and ſhould 
ſtir us up to get aſſurance. Grace and 


mercy beirg fhewn to others doth. 


not only fhew that it may be had, 
| - bur 
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youſee the Icertrodden, then you ſay you 
will venture : So ſay, ſuch a one was un- 


worthy, ſuch a one prophbane, and yet 


he hath obtained mercy , and why may 


not I? Therefore if you would have af- 


ſarance of your ſalvarion, think much of 
the freeneſs of the grace of God ; and 
withal conſider the particular inſtances, 


and examples of others, that have obtain- 


ed this mercy, and that in a way'of free 
grace and love too. 

Fifthly, And laſtly to conclude, Is it fo, 
that God faves the (ſoul freely, and that 
our ſalvation is ogly by the free grace 
and love of God? Why then ſhould we 
not come with boldneſs for ſalvation, 
fince it is ſo free; O let none be diſcou- 
raged , but let it ſtir us up to come with 
boldneſs, and to plead for it, if it he 
free; Is ſalvation free , and will not poor 
ſinners come to receive it ? Come, Ocome 
freely for ſalvation, Chriſt Jeſus is wil- 
ling to make good his own name, and 
this is his name, he is called Je/w, ard 
he ſhall ſave his people. This is the will 
alſo of my Father, that you ſhould come 
unto me, Jobr 6, Chriſt Jeſus hath now 
ſalvation in his hands, and will you not 
come and ask for it ? But methinks I ſee 

G ſalva- 
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falvation in your faces 5 methioks I hear 
a voice among you, ſaying, What ſhall we 
ao to be ſaved * | 

In anſwer to which thus: Believe in the 
Lord Jeſus , ard venture your lalvation 
upon him, 

And then if you will be ſaved, you 
muſt become as little childreo; for ſaith 
our Saviour, »rlcſs.. you become as little chil- 
dren , you cannot be ſaved. Mat. 18. 3. 
lou cannot enter inlo the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. As Inttle children, how? Why, not | 
ſcekivg great things; Little children do 
not ſeck great things, you muſt become 
as little children, low and humble, not. 
ſeeking great things, for great things be-. 
come not little chiidrenz You muſt be wil- 
JIivg to part with all at Chriſts command,and 
'For his ſervice ; and for want of this the 
young man went away without eternal life: 
Go and ſell all that thou haſt. and follow me, 
and he could not do it; and he loſt Heaven 
by it; be would keep Earth, and helo\t 
Heaven by it. But once more, 

- Be not only wilting to part with all 
for Chriſlts ſake. ard at his command 3 
but go andcaft your (elf at adventure upon 
his free grace and love, and then go and 
work, and perform duties, and pray, and | 
uſe indeayour; work as if there were no 

| grace 


<4 


OY 


PETIA way >” EEWSns-) a” ata ds ba, OT 
Wort Van hr fr yr II hee eee » COIN wt Mr bc tet a” Bd ow A+ III, 3s Fo NA RC IM, 46; Lot Wer Aur 4 
RE ent dae e E e wa ee M4 Mbpe tr tft ; wh 4041S appt ak ev wee} op ox 
4 : 


—_— 


Wes 


7 - SY ABEL 7 —_— 
- 5 MO ROOM. Fa © MN KS: 
34 A ES 
7 ara | Eternal Glory. 


_ grace to be ſaved by, and bear To m 
ſtill upon free grace; work as if ther: 
;» | were no grace, and build upon the gra: 
n | of God, as though there were no works. 

Thus do; and au ſhall be freely ſaved 
a | fo all Eternity, for ever, and for ever. 
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NEHEM: 5.15. 
The latter clauſe of the Verſe. 


But ſo did nat I, becauſe of the ſear of 
_ God. 


N this Chapter, there are three things 
moſt conſiderable. | : 
Firſt, The voice or cry, at the begin- 
ning of the Chapter 3 And thee was a great 
cry of the people and of their wives, againſt 
thetr Brethren the Jews, And then, 
Secondly , You have made knowa to 
you, what Nehemiah did in this caſe, in 
the ©, and 7, verles, And 1 was very 4 


when 1 teard their cry, and theſe wort z 
' then 1 conſulted with my ff, and 1 rebn- 


hed the Nofſe+, and the Rulers, &c, 
Thirdly, Y&u hear more of Nehemriahs 
airg at the $4, and 15 verſes, More- 
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= Do. That thoſe that truly fear God will 


over from that time that I was appointed to 
be their Governour in the Land of Judah, 
from the twentieth year cven unto the two 
and thirtieth gear of Artaxerxes the King, 
T and my brethren have not eaten the bread 
of the Govermour - For the former Gover- 
rours that had been before me, were charge- 
able unto the people, and had taken of them 
bread and wine, hefide forty ſhekels of ſilver, 
gea even their ſervants bare rule over the 
people : But ſo did not T, becauſe T feared 
* God, berauſe of the fear of God, 
From hence then obſerve this Trurh 
or Dod@trine. | 


#0t doas others do, 


The true fear of God will keep men 
from doirg thoſe thivgs that other men 
will do; yea, though an ation be to 
a mans advantage, yet they that fear God 
will not do it, if it be evil; and fo it 
was with Nehemiah. But ſo did not I, be- 
cauſe of the fear of God. For the opening 

: of this we ſhall, | 
Firſt, Inquire what it 1s to fear Ged3 
and we (hall, 
Secondly , Shew you thi man that 
truly fears God, will doks Nehemiah did, 
G ?. Mel 
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either - can be Jo, 2s ger bo. 
Thirdly, We ſhall ſhew you, what there 
1s in this fear of God, that doth lay ſuch 


balance upon mens bearts, that they 


cannot doas others do. 

Fourthly, We ſhall anſwer this Queſti- 
on, whether a man that fears God, may 
not ſometimes do as others do. 

Fifthly, I ſhall ſhew you the Iſſue and 
Conſequence of this Truth. 

off hen I ſhall make ſome Applica- 
= 
| Firſt, If you ask what this fear of God 
is, 1 anſwer in the general. That it is a 
p4ſſron of the ſoul whereby a man doth fiee 
from eminent evil, But now further, if 
you ask me what the fear of God is. I 
ſay that it 15 twofold. 
A ſervile fear, And 

A filial fear. 

A ſcrvile fear, whereby a man fears God 
upon the account of Hel], or Judgement, 
or becauſe of the wrath of God. 

But now a fear of God, not only be- 
cauſe of his Judgements, but becauſe of 
dilplealiag of him, becauſe of his love, 
becauſe we would not offend ; This is a 
filial fear, to fear him beceals we would 
not do contrary to his commands 3. and 
thus did Abraham , when be would have 


offered 
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The Excellency of the fear of God. B87 25 
offered up his ſon 9/azc : For ſaith Gad, 
© | Gen. 22. 12. By this I know thou feareſt 
God, becauſe he obeycd his command, aud 
Y | was afraid to do contrary. | 
: Secundly, This fear of Gecd, this filia) 
fear, is not only becauſe of his love, bur 
F | of his love in conjunction with his great- 

neſs alſo: The greater a man is, the 
d | more we fear him , and the nearer he is 
In relation to us, the more we reverence 
2” | him. Yet further, as the love of Go4 in 
conjunction with his greatneſs, calls for 
our fear; So alſo, 
: Thirdly, The word and works of God 
call for our fear; For the word of the 
Lord is mighty, and his works are won- 
Th] gerful; For it is ſaid of God, That he 
is fearſul in praiſes, morking wonders. 
Thus if you ask me whit this blial fear is, 
I fay it 1s a fear whereby we fear him, 
becauſe of his love, becauſe of his great- 
its ] neſs, and becanſe of his word and works. 
T hat is the firſt, 

Secondly, A wan that truly fcars God, 
cannot do as others can do ; for 1a the 
©} Text we find that Nehemiah had an op- 
portunity in his hand, to wake himſel:, 
to raiſe himſelf, to make himielf rich, as 
nd | rgroutward things : But you fre what he 
YE | faith, Byt /o diJ not F, as others did, be- 
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cauſe | feared God; where the true fear 
of God is planted in a + mans heart, he 
cannot, he will not do, as other men can 
and will do : I ſhall cleer this to you by 
inſtapcing in ſome particulars. 

Firſt, He that fears God, cannot do as 
others do in the matter of his choices 
you know how it was with the Damſe], 


the daughter of Herodias, Mat. 14.7, 8. 


whea ſhe had danced before Herod, He 
was ſo delighted with her, that he gave her 
this priviledge, to chooſe what ſhe would, 
to the balf of his Kingdom , and ſhe asked 
the Head of Johr the Baptiſt. She was bad, 
and her choice was bad; not having the 
' fear of God in her hearr. But when 
Eſther had her choice, ſhe choſe the con- 
trary, for ſhe choſe the freedom of Johr 
the Baptiſt, in the freedom of the Jews : 
ſhe ated not as the other did, becauſe of 
the fear of God 3 They that fear the 
Lord cannot do as others do. 1 mayin- 
{tance in Moſes alſo, he would not do 
as Others; for ſaith he, 1 will chooſe ra- 
ther to ſuffer Afﬀfiitions with the. people of 
God, than to cnjoy the pleaſures of fin for a 
ſeaſon, Heb. 11. 25. And why did he 
thus? but only becauſe of the fear of God. 
Seconchy, As they that fear God, will 
not do as others co in the matter of their 
1, choice 3 
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choice fo neither will they do as others 
do in the matter of worſhip : for what 
ſaith Joſhua, As'for me and my houſhold, 
we will ſerve the Lord; Jolh. 24.15, Do 
you what you pleaſe. Therefore fear the 
Lord, and ſerve him in ſincerity and truth, 
and put away the Gods which your Father 
ſerved, or the gods of Amorites , in whoſe 
land ye dwell , but as for me ard my houſe- 
hold, we will ſerue the Lord. As for mel 
will worſhip God, worſhip you whom you 
will 3 thus you ſee what they will do 
that fear the Lord. 

Thirdly, Will you inſtance in the mat- 

ter of your callings, for a man really is 
what he is in his calling, 1n his trade; or 
will you inſtance in the divine calling, 
you know what the Apoſtle Pau! faith 5 
Some faith he, Preach Chrift out of onny , 
and ſome out of good will, ſome to get a live- 
lihood by it, to make a trade of it, to get 
riches, -and honours, and eſtates; but ſo 
did .nat I, becauſe of the fear of God ;. 
no great advantages will make a man that 
fears God, to do as others do ; he faith 
alwaies, others do ſo and ſo, but fo will 
not I, becauſe fear the Lord. 

Fourthly, A man that fears God cannot 
do as others can do. inthe matter wherein 
he is intruſked. You know how it was 

with 
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with the Spyes, Caleb brought a good re- 
port of the Land of Cana», becauſe he 
' feared God 3 but ſodid not the others. 

Fifthly, They that fear che Lord can- 
not do as others do, in the matter of Af- 
fictions. A man that fears the Lord, can 
love God in adverſitie, and fear him in 
proſperity. Iris faid of King A4haz, that 
he ſinned more and more, becauſe of his 
afftlitions: but Jehofophat did not fo, when 
he was under great affiictions, and trou- 
bles, for he ſought to the Lord, and la- 
boured aſter faith, and ſtrength from him, 
that fo he might be eſtabliſhed : but lo 
doth not the wicked man, becauſe he 
feareth nor. God. | 

Sixthly, As there is a great difference 
between a good man, and a wicked man, 
or between one that fezrs the Lord, and 
one that doth not in the matter of affti- 
&ions: So there is a difference allo in 
the matter of their refreſhment, in their 
eating, and drinking , and recreation. 
Job. 1. 5.. And it was ſo, when the dayes 
of their feaſting were gone about , that Job 
fext and ſaniified them. Job ſanQtited 
them, and ſo caanot a wicked man doz 
but a man that fears the Lord can dothys. 
And, 
Laſtly, A man that truly fears the Lord, 
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D cannot do as others do, in the matter 


: of right and propriety - they that fear 
not God, will take advantage upon others, 


: in the matter of their right and proprie- 
; ty. You may ſee what 4brabar did; Lot 
2 | would not let Abraham have his right, 
1 though it was his right ; yet Abraham 
£ becauſe he feared God, and for peace 
Y ſake, gives up his right ; but thoſe that 
h fear not the Lord cannot do fo. Thus 
q you ſee, that thoſe that truly fear God 
L cannot, will not do as athers do. in the 
= matter of his choice, of his worſhip, of 
$ his calling, of his zffliftions, of his refreſh- 
bH ments, or of his right and propriety. 
And that is the ſecond genera!. Burt. 
= Thirdly, What is there in this fear of 
. God, that ſhould ballance the ſoul, and 
2 cauſe It not to do as others do? Why, 
"i Firſt, By the fear of God a man is ic- 
in | abled to depart from evil, as the Pſal- 
bo miſt ſaith, There are two ſeeds in the 
#4 world, the ſeed of the woman, and the 
'os | feed of the ſerpent : now theſe two ſeeds 
3 rule in the whole world; in fome the 


-d | ſ-ed of the woman rules, and in ſomethe 
»z | fecd of the ſerpent : now they that 
5s | are of the ſeed of the woman can fear 
the Lord, but they that are of the feed 
rd, | of the ſerpent cannot fear the Lord; and 
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Lord cannot, will notdoas others do, 
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therefore no wonder that they that fear 
the Lord cannot, will not do as others 
do; why, it 1s becauſe they are of ano- 
ther ſeed, they are of the ſced of the wo- 


man. 


Secondly , As they that fear the Lord 
are of another ſeed, ſo they are alſo of 
another Principle, and therefore they 
cannot do as others do. Principles are 
the ſprings of all aftions, and every man 
acts according to his principle, according 


to the principle that is in him. Now he 


chat fears the Lord, differs from another 
man in his principles, and ſohe doth alſo 
io his actions, and in his ends. 
Thirdly, Look into bis ends, and you 
ſhall ſee how they differ from other mens ; 
ends are the ſeeds of attions3 and if ſo, a 
man that fears the Lord. his ends differ 
from other mens; and then no wonder 


that he cannot, will not do as others do. 
Apain, 


- Fourthly, As he differs 1n his ends,ſoalſo 
in his conſcience; every man is according 
as his conſcience is: Take a man that fears 
the Lord, and he is tender of his conſci- 
ence, but others that have their conſcten- 
ces burnt and feared, are not ſo, andif fo, 
then no Fonder that he that fears the 


Fiſthly, 
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TY Fifthly, As he that fears the Lord dif- 


3- | fers in the the matter of his conſcience, 
o- | ſo he differs alſo in the matter of his 
reſtraints. A wicked man abſtains it may 
-4 | be from one evil, to commit another, but 
»F | he that fears the Lord, abſtains from aſl 
evil, becauſe of the fear of God, which 
re | the other doth not. A wicked mag is 
an | bad in good company, and a good man is 
ng good in bad company, yea he is the fame 
he | 12 all company ; thereforche that fears the 
er | Lord cannot,will not do as others do. Bur, 
o | Fourthly, Is it poſſible for a man that 
fears the Lord, to do ſometimes as others 

x | 00? 
_l Yes he may : For the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
a | plainly concerning the ſame, Rom. 12. 1. 
rr | Mark what he faith; I beſeech yow brethrere 
ter | by the mercies of God, That ye be nos con- 
formable to this preſent world , &c, But 
now obſerve this 3 That it is one tifing 
ſo | what a man doth in a ſudden paſſion, and 
og | avother thing what he doth in his ſe- 
ars | rious conſideration : For take a man that 
rj: | feirs the Lord, and in his ſudden paſſion 
-n- | he ſhall deny Chriſt as wel) as another; 
ſo, | but in the way of ſerious conſideration 
he | be ſhall never do it. And further take 
notice, that it Is one thing what a man 
ily, | doth in a particular atiop, and another 
| : thing 


thing what he doth in his common pradtice, 
for you may find in Scripture , that Gods 
people have ſometimes run away from 
God as to a particular Action, but yet 
in their conſtant courſe they feared the 
Lord, and therefore thoſe that fear the 
Lord do not do as others do, becauſe 
1f they turn aſide, they repent of their ſo 
doing , and turn to God again : Sol ſay 
there is ſtill a difference between them 
that fearthe Lord, & thoſe that do not. But 

Fifthly, Suppoſe a man do truly fear 
the Lord, what is the Iflue and conſe- 
quence thereof? why the Iſſue will be 


this: If you fear the Lord, God will 


deal well with you, he will deal well 
with you in a ſpecial manner : he will 
make a difference between you & another 
10 his diſpenſatioos. Pal. 1. Bleſſed is the 
man that mglketh not inthe counſel of the un- 
godly , nor Nendeth in the way of Sinners, 
nor ſetteth in the heat of the ſcornful; But bis 
delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his 
law doth he meditate day and night; he ſhall 
be like a tree planted by the rivers of wa- 
ter, that bringethforth its fruit in his ſeaſon, 
his leafe alſo ſhall not wither , but whatſoever 
be doth fball proſper; the ungodly are notſo, 
bat ave like unto the chaſſ, which the wind 
driveth away, Therefore the ungodly ſhall not 
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it, nor Sinners in the Con- 
gregalion of the Righteous 3 But the way of 
the wngodlyſhall periſh. Thus you ſee how 
Gods diſpenſations ſhall be to them that 
fear him : it (hall go well with them, but 


not ſo to the wicked : It is faid that thoſe 


that feared the Lord ſpake often one to ano- 


ther. And it is (aid in Ifa. 8. 11, 12. 
For the Lord ſpake thus to me with a ſtrong 
hand, and Inſtrufed me, not to walk in the 
way of this people, &*c, Pal. 112. 6,7,8. 
You may find there that there will be a great 
difference one day, between them that 
fear the Lord, and they that do not - 
Surely he ſhall not be moved for ever , the 
Righteous ſhall be in everlaſling remembrance, 
He ſhall not be afraid of evil Tydings', his 
beart 3s fixed truſting in the Lord : his heart 
is eſtabliſhed, he ſhall not be afrqid, untill 
he ſee his deſire wpon his enemies , he hath 
diſperſed . he hath given to th®poor , his 
Righteouſneſs indureth for ever, his horn ſhall 
be exalted with honour : The wickgd ſhall ſee 
it and be grieved, heſhall gnaſh his fey and 
melt away , the deſire of the wicked ſhall periſh, 
yea God will do great things for them that fear 
him : he will put his law into their Hearts , 
that thereby they may keep his Commandments. 
He will do greatly for them, for hi eye 
ſhall be upon them, The eye ofthe Lord 
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. - is upon the righteous , and hiv! 
- to their cry, He is ready to an{wer thoſe 


we GE 4 


8 EZ, © 4 . 
S7/j- #5 


aris open 


that fear him upon all accounts, Read 


what the Pſalmiſt ſaith, Pſal. 231.19. O 


how great is thy goodnefs, which thou haſt 
laid np for them that fear thee , that thou haſt 
wrought for them that truſt in thee , before the 
Sons of Men, | | 

Yea further if you truly fear the Lord, 


© The eye of God fhall be upon you for 


good; unto bim will I look that trem- 
blech , unto him will I look that feareth 
faith the Lord. 
 Apain, if you truly fear the Lord, the 
Lord will delight in you , | 

Yea God will be a God unto you, God 
will be a (ftrong Tower to you, andhe 
will ſancify all unto you: and toſay no 
more, They that fear the Lord ſhall want 
no good thing : O what a bleſſed thing is 
itthen, to fear the Lord; for from him 
God will with-hold no good thing : and 
thus you fee the liſue of this fearing of 
God x Conſider it, conſider I ſay the 
conſequence and flue of it, and letit be 
ſo many motives to ſtir you up more and 
moreto fear the Lord. 

So much ſhall ſerve for the Dodrinal 
part : Now then by way of Application, 


Here we may ſee what a ſad excuſe that 
will 
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make, That ſay they 
do but as others do; but Alas this is an 
excuſe fit for the lips of thoſe only, who 
fear not God atall. But , 
Secondly, If this Doftrine be true, 
then here you may ſee who thoſe are thar 
fear God in truth; there are many pre- 
tenders to it; but we find here , that 
thoſe that truly fear the Lord cannot, will 
not do as others do: They will not do as 
others do in the matter of their choice,ſn 
the matter of their worſhip, nor of their 
calling; nor in what they are intruſted 
with, oor io their refreſhments, nor in 
their Aﬀflicions, + nor in cheir right and 
propriety , and if it be ſo, how few are 
there that fearthe Lord io Truth. They 
that truly fear God fay always as Nehemiah, 
But jo did not I becauſe of the fear of God. 
There are maoy that lie quiet under fins of 
Omiſlion, and under' ſins of Commiſſion 
too, but ſo will not L beeauſe of the fear 
of God: Do others ſin, and do others 
at contrary to the will of God,,. yet letus 
not do ſo; but let us ſay with Nehemiah, 
But ſo will not. I becauſe of the fear of 
Gad. © therefore let. me deſire all to 
fear the Lord, And for you that dofear 
the Lord, be you comfarted, for com- 
fort belongs to you oa mercy 
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E belongs ro you who fear the Lord 3 Jer. 


31-3.Thave lovedyouwith an Everlaſting love. 

But it may be ſome will ſay ,I am afraid 
I do not fear the Lord , and fo this com- 
fort doth not belong to me; why con- 
fider 
Firſt, Do you make conſcience of what 
youdo, doth your conſcience accufe you 
or not for whatyoudo, do you find con- 
ſcience accuſe, or excuſe? 

Secondly , Have you not ſinned in the 
dark, when none could accuſe but God 
only, and do you Aq, and walk, and 
live, and labour, as if you werein the 
preſence and fight of God? if you do 
thus, then you do fear the Lord, And 
then it ſhall be well with you, Eccleſ. 8.12. 
Again | 

Thirdly , Do you run, and ſpeak one 
to another , if ſo, | then this is to fear the 
Lord, for it is ſaid that hey rhat feared 
the Lord ſpake often one to another , 'Mal. 3. 
16. And | 

Fourthly , Do you truly deſire to fear 
the Lord, then look into Nehemiah, and 
obſerve his ſpirit well and do according- 
ly : And tofay no more, | 

Have you had advantages te make you 
rich in this world, and would you not 
take them, becauſe of the fear of — 

. ten 


Fer? 


race, and you have the Spirit of God, 
or this is atrue ſign , that you have true 
grace in your heart; and that you are one of 
n- |. themthat truly fear the Lord; and there- 
.| fore be you comforted, for comfort be» 
at | longs untoyou, everlaſting mercy belongs 
ou | unto you. 

Q- But it may be ſome will ſay : Suppoſe 
I do not fear the Lord , what ſhall1ldo 
he | that I may fear the Lord, fear him as] 
pd | ſhoulddo, fear him moreand more. : 
1d For anſwer, If you would fear the Lord 
he | intruth, Then 

Jo Firſt, Be humbled for want of thig 
»d | fear : That manisnot far from grace, who 
2. | is humbled for the waat of grace; a may 
will never be humbled for unbelief 


ne | unleſshe be humbled for the want of it- 

he Secondly , Go to God and beg of him 

ed | to fulfil his promiſe, God hath ſaid, 
wil put my fear into their hearts; Now 


go to God | ſay and beg, aad deſire hin 
that he would make good this promiſe to 
you. 

Thirdly, If you would fear God in 
truth, then oblerve what thatis , that is 
neereft, and deareft to you, and give 


ot | thatuptoGod, You know Abrahamofter - 
|. | cd up ſac, his only _— and ſaith God, 
n FR 
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er. | then certainly you have received free 
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By this 1 know: thou feareſt-9e. "And further 
_ Fourthly, If you would fear the Lord 
52 Truth, then worſhip God, according 
to his own appointment, take heed of 
mingling of Gods worſhip with any of 
mans Inventions , for he that doth ſo fear» 
eth not God, nor worſhippeth him ac- 
cording to his own appointment. And 
then | 
Fiſthly, If you would fear the Lord in 
Truth,then take heed of ſinning when you 
bave an opportunity, Again 
Sixthly, If you would fear God more, 
than love the Lord more, labour to 
ſtrengthen your love to God. Apain 
Seventhly, If you would have :your h 
fear ſtrengthned more, and more, then c 
ſtudy much the free grace of Cod, in c 
giving out his mercy to one, more thants || ** 
another . Two in a field, the one taken and 
the other left , Two walking together , the one 
tahen, and the other left, If you would || ©: 
ſtrengthen your fear, ſtudy much the free 
grace of God. | 4 
Eighthly , If you would fear the Lardin | 5 
Truth, Live much in, - and ſtudy much ; 
upon , dependance wholly upon God, || 
it is our great duty to depend upon Gad, a 
If a man be upon a bigh Tower, and | * 
another holds him from falling by the B. 
S, bacd 
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ful of otfendiog him that holds him o : 
why we are thus ia the hand of God , and 
our dependance is upon him for eyery 
thing, how fearful ought we then to be 
of offending this God , O ſtudy your de- 
PEE upon God more aad more; 
an 

Apgaio , Uſe the world as uſing it not : 
deal with men as in the preſence of God, 
and when you are dealing with men , be 
ſure to deal with God before all the men 
of the world. 

Again , Let your eye be very much up- 
on the Severity and Juſtice of God, upon 
his ſeverity and Juſtice , conſider Gods 
ſevereneſsro Adam inciting the forbidden 
fruit , 'apd his ſevereneſs to Moſes for a 
word, that for one word Gad would not 
let him enter into the promiſed land , and 
conſider his ſeverity to David for numbring 
the people. Yea | 

Again conſider, That God cannot only 
deſtroy the body, but ſoul and body too. 
Therefore O man fear him that can deſtroy 
both body and joul when he will in, Hell fire. 

Fhus now if you would have your trac 
ſtrengthened, then ſtudy theſe things, 
conſider and meditate upon theſe things. 
But yet a little ſyrther 
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7 be Excellency of the fear of God. 10 JP 
hand only , he will certainly be very fear- E | 
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more Communion with him now , 1n this 
world while you are here, we uſe to ſay 
Tos much familiarity breeds contempt , but 
here it is not ſo, for by familiarity and 
communion with God, we ſhall have more 
ſweetneſs , and more delight in his wayes, 
wore ftreogth in his ſervice, more com- 
fortinour aflitions : If you would there- 
fore have theſe advantages, then labour 
to walk more cloſe with God, and tohave 
more communion with him; labour there- 
fore I ſay to have more communion with 
God , if you would fear him more and 
more : The greater a perſon is here on 
Earth ( as 1 told you before) the more 
we fear him, and the nearer he is in re- 
lation to us , the more we reverence 
him. | 

My Friends, wouldjyou obtain ever- 
laſting mercy, would you have everlaſting 
mercy belong to you, then labour to fear 
the Lord-in truth yet more and more , 
and I beſeech you to think of this Truth , 
meditate upon ic, think of it upon all 
occaſions, and ſay, do others flubber 
over duties, fo will ootT, becauſe [ fear 
the Lord; do others walk injurioufly , 
ſo wilnot I, becauſel fear the Lords do 
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others do contrary to the will of God, 
x | butſowillnotl, becauſe l fear the Lord: 
's Let this truth go up and down. with 
ae » andit will keep you in your dealing 
th with God and man- Remember the 
 ChareQer of one that fears the Lord, 
e He is one that cannot, will not do as 
others do , for fo faiththe Text : But ſo 
% didnet 1, becauſe of the fear of God. 
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PSAL- 133. L 


Behold how good and how pleaſant it is, for 
| brethren to dwell together in Unity. 


N this ſhort Pſalm, we may fee the 

excellency of the Saints Communion, 

fellowſhip, and Brotherly Agreement. 
It is Deſcribed and Commended. , 

Firſt, Deſcribed from the fountain of it, 

from God as a Father, and therefore he 

ſayes, How good and how pleaſant it is for 

Brethren. "*, 

' Secondly, Deſcribed alſo from the AQ 
and Exercife thereof, which is to dwell 
together in Unity. : 
. Secondly, lt is commended, from the 
gooddeſs, and profitableneſs , and plea- 
= ſantneſs of it, It is a good thiog, a pro- 
fitable thiog for brethren to dwell toge- 
tacs 1g Unity , behold how good itis as 
tne 
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. theeyesof men, behold bow pleaſant it is 
beyond expreflion, for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in Unity. 

- Aodthe goodneſs and pleaſantneſ of it is 
expreſt by two ſimilitudes : It is compared 
to the precious Oyntment ypan the head 
of Aaron, verſe 2. It is like the precious 
Oynitment upon "the bead , that rus down 
«pon the beard; ever Aarons beard.that went 
down to the skirts of his garment. 
lt is compared alſo to the dew that fell 

" | upon Hermon , and the hills of Zion, 

yerſe3. As the dew of Hermon , and athe 
dew that deſcended upon the monntains of 

2 | Zion, Oc, Thus you lee the deſign of 

; this Pſalm, is to declare the goodneſs, 
| and prohitableneſs of Unity between bre- 

«| thren, from whence then I take up this 

, | Obſervation; ; 


S 


2 That a loving agreement between the Saints, 
r | among themſelves is exceeding pleaſant , and 
very profitable. 


jo Some things are pleaſant , but not pro- 

{ | fitable , and ſome thiogs are profitable and 

_ || notPleaſfant, as Phyſick , &c. but commu- 

pion ard fellowſhip and a loving agree- 

meot a000g the Saints is both pleaſant aud 
C. 

Firſt, It is: a pleaſant thing for the 
Saints, ; and people of God to agree gy: 
"> NET 
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ther - for the" ſame word which 'is uſed 
here for pleeſart, is uſed alſo in the He- 
brew for a Harmony of Muſick , ſuch as 
when they rife to the higheſt trains of the 
Violl, when the firings are all put in 
order, to make up a Harmony, fo plen- 
ſant is it , ſuch pleaſantneſs is there in the 

Saints Agreement. | 
" The fame word is uſed alfointhe He- 
brew for the pleaſantneſs of a corn-field, 
when a field is clothed withcorn, though 
it be cut down, yet it is uy pleaſant, 
O how pleaſant is fe, and ſuch is the 
Saints agreement. | £ 
The ſame word in the Pſalmift is uſed 
alſo for the ſweetneſs of honey , andof 
ſweet things, in oppoſition to bitter things; 
And thus you fee the pleaſantneſs of it , 
by its being compared to the Harmony of 
Muſick , to the corn-field, to the ſweetneſs 
Of honey , to the precious Oyntment that 
ran down Aerors beard, and to the dew 
that fell upon Hermon and the Hills of 
Zion: and all this is to diſcover the pleg- 
fantneſs, profitableneſs, and ſweetneſs 
ofthe Saines Agreement. Behold howgood 
end how pleaſant it is, Ge. Itis@ pleaſabt 
thing to behold the Sun, but it much 
more pleaſant to behold the Saints Agree- 
ment, and Unity among ay <2 
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There are many times breakings and 
lofings in the love of the Saints , and 
therefore when they come toan agreement 
and union among themſelves again, if 
muſt needs be very pleaſant and profitable , 
and ſweet, for things once loſt and found 
again are very ſweet 3 And upon this Ac- 
count it is, that the Commandment of 
love is called « #ew Commandment , becauſe 
itis broken ſo often, and fo often renewed 
again : And the Plalmiſt ſpeaks here of 
the ſweetneſs and pleaſantneſs of Unity , 
becauſe there is no ſweetneſs in diviſion , 
but Unity is a good way and means to keep 
out trouble , andevil diviſion from among 
= people, And 

Further, the more difficulty any wercy 
is obtained with , the ſweeter it is 
when obtained; there are many thingy 


which are hard to come by , but when 


they are obtained they are ſweet, and 
ſo there are many difficulties in the way 
of love and ſweet agreement, and the 
people of God are incumbred with many 
difhculties, they have many things to pur 
them out of the way of love, and of ſweet 
agreement among themſelveszand therefore 


faith the Apoſtle Phil, 1. 27. Only let your 


Converſation be as becometh the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, that whether I come andſee you, Fr 
Sik | elſe 
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"208. Thegeodacſe and pleoſantneſy = 


elſe be abſent , 1 may hear of your affairs, that 
you fland faſt in one Spirit , with one mind 
ftriving together for the faith of the Goſpel. 
_ - Again, The more ſuitable any thing is 
to eur condition, the more pleafant and 
ſweet it is: Now this brotherly love and 
union , isa conjunction of faitable things, 
and is ſuitable to our condition, and ſuita- 
ble things are delightful unto men, and 
the more ſuitable any thing is, the more 
we delight in it: And this agreement, 
. this union , is every way ſuitable to our 
own condition as we are wer, and is alſo 
ſuitable to all the creatuxes, for theyrun 
together, and agree together; And it is 
ſuitable to us allo as we are Chrifflans, it 
is ſuitable to Chriſts command; A zew 


command ſaith he. I giue unto you, that you 
love one another. It 1s ſuitable to Chriſts . 
own example, who hath loved us; and 


ſuitable alſo- to the Goſpel, which is a 
Goſpel of peace : Let your converſation be 
a becometh the Goſpel, that you be of one 
ſpirit, and of one mind: Sol ſay, this ho- 
ly agreemeat is every way ſuitable, and 


therefore the more pleaſant and delight- 


ful, and ſo it ought to be unto us; _ 
Secondly, As it is pleaſant and delight- 

ful, fo itis a profitable good : Behold how 

good a thing it is , it is very profitable. 
| or 
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For is it-ttot profitable for the dew 10 fal 
»pon Hermon, 4rd wpon the hills of Zion, 
to make them frnitfal 2 Why, ſuch is the 
dew of holy agreement, when it falls up- 
on the. hearts of men: And this doth 
make men increaſe ,, and multiply in the 
Church, and to be fruicful in good works; 
the Pſalmiſt ſaith, Ged commundeth his 
bleſſing 3' and when God bleſfſeth, we ſhall 
certainly increaſe and multiply 5, and this 
I ſay did iacreaſe the Church, and here- 
| by are the Satnts both increaſed and de- 
| lighted by the blefling of God on them, 
they do increaſe in things that are good, 
and profitable; and this was the thing 
which Chriſt prayed for, yea prayed for 
again and again; yeaas [ ſaid it 13 the great 
thing which Chriſt hath commanded : 4 ew 
command, &c. Is it not therefore good 
and profitable to loye one another ? 
_ Again, This 1s the mercy and the grace 
that is promiſed, ſpecially in the latter 
times glorious things are ſpoken of, and 
promiſed to the laſt daies; and this is one 
of thoſe things which are promiſed, and 
f ſo, it is then certainly good, and pro- 
fitable. 

Again, This 1s the Legacy which Chriſt 
left with his diſciples and people 5 ſaith 
he, Peace T1 leave with you, my peace 1 give 
ants 
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80 you, John 14. 27. and therefore ſurely | 5 
this agreement among brethren is very f 
good and profitable. Fo? 


 _ Again, Certainly it is good, and profi. 
.table to walk worthy of the high calling, 
to _— Chriſt Goray called us, ys _ 
Apoltle ks, Eph.4.1, 2,3. Z beſeech 
you to als worthy of the wocation, IT | 
with ye gre called , with all lowlinef and * 
weekneſs, with long ſuſſering , ſorbearing one | 1 
another in love, endeavouring io keep the 
anity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, &c. 
Again, Is it not. good and profitable 
that our prayers ſhould be heard, that 
God ſhould hear and grant our requeſts and | 
prayers? Why, look into the Scriptures , 
and you will find that our love is a helpto 
our prayers; it is a helpuntous, whereby 
to have our prayers heard and anſwered. 
Again, Is it not good and profitable for 
a man to know that heis a child of God, 
- and that he hath an intereſt in Chriſt? 
Why, look into 1 John 3. 14, #e know 
#hat we have paſſed from death wnto life, be- 
cauſe we love the brethren : There is a day 
of death, of natural death, whereby man 
ſhall paſs from life to death; and there is 
likewiſe a time of ſpiritual life; when a 
' man paſleth from death to life. my j 
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how ſhall I know whether I am pſd 
| ffomm death to life? Why, if © love the bre- 
| threw. Yea ſaith Chriſt, Hereby ſhall af 
know that you are my diſciples , if you love 
| | owe 5 not only your ſelves ſhall 
| | know it, but others ſhall know it alfos 


| and is it not then very and profita- 
| | ble? For hereby you A wmer! cqman 
| prayers are heard; and by this alſo you 
| | hall koow that you are palled from death 
> jto lifes and hereby you ſhall not only 
* | know your ſelves to be Chriſts diſciples, 
but others ſhall know it alſo; and if it 
be fo, then certainly it muſt be good and 
Again, This will give a reliſh and a ſa- 
vour to all your injoyments; it isthe ſalt 
of all your comforts ; Have ſalt 3: your 

choes, and have peace one with another. 
Although our condition be never ſo 
proſperous, yet if we cannot agree among 
our ſelves, if love and peace be wanting, 
that ſowrs all the reftz and though the 
ordinances be never ſo ſweet, and our - 
priviledges never ſo many, yet if we be 
not united together in love, all is made 
ſowre3' this - that won —_— all our 
evjoyments, the want of love, and agree- 
ment, for that gives a reliſh to all our en- 

joyments when we have it. ; 

| Again, 
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: Again, This is 

thiags caſieunto you, though they be ne- 
ver ſo hard in themſelves z whereas the 
contrary will make all things hard though 
never {o eaſie: If I am to do a work or 
a ſervice for one: wby, though the work 
be never ſo hard of it ſelf, yet love will 
make it eaſie z many complain and ſay 
they cannot profit by the Ordinances : 
_ why, what is the reaſon? It is for want 
of love to them; there are jarrs and can- 

. tentions between friend and friend, be- 

tween this man and the other man; why, 

it is for want of love : Love would 

make all things eafic for you, though ne- 

ver fo hard. Now put all theſe things 

together, and then you may ſee, what a 
 Pleafantand profitable thing it is, for bre- 

thren to dwell rogether 1a unity, tolove, 

to unite , to live in unity one with ano- 

ther. | | 

Well then if this be ſo, why ſhould we 
not all abound in it? why do not welove 
and agree one with another, if it be fo 
good and proficable as we have heard, 
then let us all agree together. 

But it may be ſome will ſay, wedolive 
rogether in love and unity, and we are 
united one to another, Bur | : 
 Firlt, Yet give me leave to mind yo. 
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of what the Apoſtle. ſaith, 1 Theſſ. 4, 9. 

But as tonching brotherly love, you need not 
that TI write unto you's for you your ſelves 
are taught of God to love one another, and 
#ndeed ye do it towards all the brethren 
which are in al Macedonia 3 but we beſeech 
you brethren that you increaſe more and 
more. Though youdoit, yet we beſeech 
you to increale ic moreand more, and fol 
ſay to you - yea and Chriſt hath com- 
manded "it alſo, and you muſt do itin 
obedience to his command. 

Secondly, If our love be right as it 
ſhould be, then we ſhall love others al- 
ſo, even our neighbours and friends and 
brethren ; we ſhall love them as our 
ſelves. The ſecond Commandment laith our 


Saviour, s like unto it , that you love your 


neighbour as your ſelf. Pray for your 
ſelves, do all the good you can for your 
ſelves, avoid all ioiquity chat may come 
upon your ſelves, and to prove your love 
to be right, do all this for your neigh- 
bours allo, and love them as your ſelves. 
Thirdly, If our love be asit ſhould be, 
we ſhall then love others, becauſe they are 
godly, let them beof this opinion,or of the 
other opinion, yetthat matters not; though 
they be not of my opinion, yet if my love 
be right, I lovethem becauſe they are god: 
[ Y 3 | 
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}y," and I love him moſ} that is moſt godly 5 
and as hEincreaſethgodlineſs, fo muſt my 
love inczeaſe toward him. 

Fourthly , If your love be true, and 
ſuch as it ought to be, then you will love 
one another, and love your brother; as, 
Chriſt loved you, even ſo ought you to 
love one another 3 how was that? why , 
Chriſt Joved you freely, in oppoſition to 
all the injuries you had done unto him: 
It is ſaid, 1 Joh. 1. 6, 7. If we ſay we have 
fellowſhip with him, and walk in-darkmeſ#, 
we lie and do not the truth; but if we walk 
in the light as he is in the light, we bave fellow- 
fhip one with another - and in John 5; 16. 
For God ſo loved the world, that he gave bis 
only begotter: fon. Yea Chriſt hath ſo lo- 
ved us, that he hath Jaid down his life 
for us; and we are to love as Chriſt lo- 
ved, even to the layivg down of our lives 
for-our brethreq. 

Fiſfthly, If your love be true, it ought 
to be without reſtrition, yea and wirh- 
out all difiimulation: I ſay you are to 
love without any reſtriction , the only 
meaſure of love is to know no medlure; 
and you areto love without any diſiimu- 
fation, yea and your love ought to be 
alſo without degeneration; many do be- 
gin to love ſpiritually, but end RAE ; 
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but true love 1s witbout reſtriction, dil- 
 'Cimulation, ordegegeration. ? . 

Sixthly, If your love be true, andſuch 
as It ought to be, then it will never be 
bought, neither canit be fold; Love can- 
not be bought, and if it be true love. it 
_ will never be fold, neither direct]y ror 
indirealy, _ | 

Seventhly, If your love be as it ought 
to be, it will be fiogular, it will make 
you fingular in your love: Love your ene- 
ies ſaith Chriſt ; It hath been ſaid you ſhall 
bate your enemies, and love your neighbours, 
but I ſay unto you love them both, love 
Jour enemies, do good to them tht hate you 
and defpightfully uſe your, for if you love 
them that love you what reward have you, do 
rot even the Publicans ſo, Mat.5. 43,44,45- 
Love them that hate you, this is ſingular 
love; and love where it is true, will make a 
man thus tiggular in his ways and carriage« 

_ Eighthly, True love is a praying love. 
Sates one, 1 never loved any man , till ! 
had prayed for him in particular : true love | 
{ay is a praying love. 0, 

And true love is a love at all tim2s, at. 
one time as well as another. 

And a man that loves truly , declares 
that he is loofned from the world, and 
that he is one that 13 weought pon by 
3 the 
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 - the Holy Ghoſt - Io the Primitive times, 
it was ſaid that they were all of one heart, 
and all things were common amovg them ; | 
and when we are thus of one heart and 
of one mind; it doth declare that we 
have been wrought upon by the: Holy 
Ghoſt ; and therefore certainly, there is 
a great miſtake in mens love, all men fay 
they love the ſaints; they love them in 
words, though I am afraid many love 
them but little in their hearts. 

But you will fay, how far is our love 
to be exerciſed, por whom, and how farr 2 
1] ſay no more but this, fo far as-the word - 
Brethren doth extend, ſo far this union 
and love ought to go, Behold how good and 
how pleaſant it is for Brethren: to dwell to- 
gether in unity. So far I ſay, as this word 
brethren extends ; and that is fo far, as 
God is their Father, it matters not for 
opinion, or what judgement they are of ; 
if God be their Father , they are your 
brethren, and are to be beloved by you, 
and ſo far 13 your Jove to reach and ex- 
tend. - 

But you will fay wherein doth this lore 
conſlift ? 

Why, 1a theſe three things. 

In the matter of our judgements. 

In the matter of our AfﬀeRions. And 
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In the matter of our Practice. 

Firſt, In the matter of our Judgemerts. 
Rom. 12.16, Be of the ſame mind one to- 
wards another, mind not high things, but 
condiſcend to men of low eftatez Be mot wiſe 
in your own conceit. recompence no man evil 
for evil; if it be poſſible as much as in you 
 lieth, live peaceably with all men. | 

Secondly, la the matter of our Aﬀe&#s- 
ons, 10 the 10. verſe of this Chapter. Be 
kindly affetioned one towards another with 
ar nengh love, in honour preferring one ano- 
ter. 

Thirdly, In the matter of our Pr4i#ice, 
read the 3. werſe of this Chapter, For 1 ſay 
through the grace given unto me, 10 cucry 
man that s among you, not to think of 1cii- 
Jelf more hichly than he ought to think, 
but to think ſoberly , according as God hath 
deals to every man the meaſure of faith. 
Thus you ſee how we ſhould ac, as to our 
Judgements, Aﬀections, and Practices, one 
toward another. 

But you will fay if this be fo, then 
how much 1s our love wanting one to- 
ard another, but what ſhall we do, that 
our love to one another may be more 
knit together; what ſha!l we do that we 
may adrance, and riſeto this holy agree- 
ment, bothin cur own hearts and others? 

| L 3 For 


”" 118 The goodneſs andpleaſanineſs 
| For anſwer hereunto , take theſe di- 
rections. I = 
Firſt, Be ſerious in this work, and lay 
#fide the former hinderancesof your love, 
and your former civifions; and let not 
any cf you fay, this is the fault, and that 
' Is the fault, and ſuch a one is the cauſe 
_ of it, and ſuch a one is the occaſion oft : 
No, but lay the fault on your ſelves, lay 
3t upon your ſelves, and not upon others, 
and ſy, tis 1, the Lord knows it #51; it 
is I that have raiſed this ſlorm; and ſay as 
David, T1 have ſinned , IT have ſinned. Let 
not your former diviſions be forgotten, 
but take warning by them 3 lay not the 
fauit 1 ſay upon others, bur upon your 
{elves,and acknowledge it and ſay ; It is], 
Lord that have ſinned: And. 
Secondly, If you do deſire to be ſerious 
in this work, then do you delire Peace ; 
and if It be poſſible live at peace with all 
men: the ſame word that is uſed in the 
origina] for Perſecutors, is allo uſed 
for * peace, to ſhew that we ſhould fol- 
low after it with might and main, as Per- 
ſecntors follow thoſe they perſecute 5 an 
that if poſſible we ſhould live at peace 
with all. 
Thirdly , Be ſure you ſtrengthen your 
iove; Love muſt be ſtrepgrthned, elle this 
union 
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union cannot continue; it is the propertY 
of love tointerpret love 1a the belt leoce> 
to interpret thicgs well. | 

Fourthly, It is the property of love to 
ſpeak highly of the perſan,' or thing belo- 
ved; where there is an uniting, and a 
lweet agreement, there love will ſpeak 
high things of cach other. | 

Fifthly, The property of love is to cover 
the inf mities of thoſe they love 3 anglin- 
deed how can thire be any agreement, it 
infirmities be not covered: It is the prqper- 
ty of love to give nootience, norto take 
any 3 and it is a great ſign that thepe is 
no agreement, nor no love, when people 
are ſo apt to give offence, and to take 
offence 3 for true love is apt to do nei- 
ther, but to rake a!l in good pzrt. 

Sixthly, True love knows how to give 
and how to take admonitions: And thus you 
have heard what love will do; therefore 
I beſeech you to ſtrengthen your love to 
one another 3 yea I beleech you in the 
Lord to increaſe it more and more, one to- 
ward 2nother. | 

But you may lay further, ſuppoſe there 
be a difference in the matter /of our 
Judgements or opinions : what ſhall we 
do to remove it? Why, 

Firſt, Be ſure of this, that you do not 
4 milt2zke 
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120 The goodiſt andpleaſmnineſ; 
miſtake the meaning of that Scripture, | F« 
which your judgement is founded upon. | wi 
It is ſaid There was a diviſion among the 
people becauſe of Chriſt, why for what was | 
it, what was the reaſon of it? It was be- t 
cauſe of miſunderſtanding, and for want | fc 
of a right underſtanding of Chriſt : So 1 a1 
| ſay, this diviſion may come for want of | 


US 
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a right underſtanding of the Scriptures, tl 
upon which our judgement 1s grounded | a 
and founded. But | c 


Secondly, Conſider O man whether you 
do not ſettle four judgement upon the 
Judgement. or opinion of ary , or upon 
the knowledge of another : Heſt thou faith. 
ſaith the Apoſtle; have it to thy ſelf before 
God 3 Rom. 14. 22. But 1s not a man 

"then to confeſs his faith before others, 
when he is called toit? Yes, But the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks here of lefſer things ; if thou 
baſt faith have' it to thy ſelf in little 
difputable thingsz and do not rely upon 
others, but look to thy ſelf, and give 
things a time ; in due time God will reveal, 
faith the Apoſtle. . 

Thirdly, if you defire this holy agree- 
ment, then do what you canto keep uni- 
cn in the Miniſtry, and between the Mi- 

'niltry. It was not for nothing that our 

Saviour prayed, John 17, 11,21. Holy 

Father 
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Father keep through th;nve own name, thoſe 
whow thou haſt giroven me, that they may be 
one as we are: That they all may be one, 
as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that 
they alſo may be one in w. Tt is not good 
for people to cry , 7 a for Paul, aud Z 
am for Apollo, and 1 am for Cephas, and 
the like, this is the way to make diviſions 
therefore do all you can to live in love 
and uvity 3 for love is of God, and the 
contrary is of the Devil. 

Fourthly, Take heed of diſputation, 
what have we got this many years by dif- 
putation ? thoſe that are weak, are ſooner 
brought in by humiliation, than by Dif- 

tation» 

Fifthly , IF after all this there do re- 
main diviſion among you, by reaſon of 
your judgements, or opinions ; then re- 
member the Apoſtles rule, and be ſure to 
walk byit : for faith he ( as weinſtanced 
before ) Let no man think more highly of 
himſelf than he ought to think, but to think 
ſoberly ;, as God hath dealt to every man the 
meaſure of faith, The Apoſtle dire&s us. 
to live humbly, and walk meekly one to- 
ward another ; and not to be raſh, or to 
thick highly of our ſelves. But fur- 
ther; 

Sixthly, If we would live jn love and 

| — unity 
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_ unity, then let-ns look upon other mens 


Infirmities in conjuncion with their ex- 
cellencies, and their excellencies in con- 
Junction with their infirmities; and there- 


by the one will take away or hide the 


other : Let us not pore only upon a mans 
infirmities, upon his Futs as | may ſay; 
he is a godly man but - : thereforc 
it you would agree, joyn his infimities 


and his excellencies together , and then 


look upon him. 

Seventhly, If you ſhould meet with any 
provocation, that may weaken your love 
one toward another, thenbe ſure totake 


that as an opportunity to exerciſe your - 


patience, and your love ; when you meet 


a beggar 1n the ſireets full of ſores, then 


you think you have an opportunity 


to exerciſe your charity, to give ſome- 


thing. And ſo you ſhould ſay, when you are 
provoked by another to debilitate your 
love and afieQion, you may ſay, why now 


have I an opportunity to exerciſe my p3- 


tierce, Apain 
Eighthly, If you will live in love and 
unity , then you mult refolve, with the 
grace of God, to Jove, where you are not 
beloved 5 ler love riſe above all difficui- 
ties; labour for 2 Goſpel ſpirit, to love 
thavgh you are not loved : A Legal fpirit 
| | is 


WER ae , Et 
BY "I i 


is a fretful ſpirit, ſaith Chriſt, you 4now 

zot of what ſpirit you are of; labour I ſay 
aſter a Goſpel ſpirit , yea the fpirit of 
Chriſt who was 4s a Lamb, be opened not bzs 
mouth : if you would live in love and' 
unity, then take heed of a Lepal ſpirit, 
ard labour after this Goſpel ſpirit. Again 

Ninthly, If you would agree together, 
and live in love and unity; then be hum- 
bled for the want of love to one another, 
and take heed for the future of thoſe 
things that hinder your love one toward 
another , there are four or five of them, 
obſerve them and take heed of ther. 

Firſt, Fride, A proud man is much pi- 
ven to contention. 

Secondly, Paſſzon, For though a man 
diſlikes, and 1s ſorry for what he hath 
done in his paſſion, whenit is over, and 
though what he doth in his paſſion be 
one thing, and what he doth 1o his ſerj- 
ous conſideration is another thing; yet 
we are to take great heed of paſlion. 

Thirdly , Another enemy toslove 1s 
flrangeneſr, {trapgeneſs ends in enmity ; 
when brethren and friends grow ſtrangers 
one to another , then they ſurmiſe things 
one of anotherz and that deſtroys love 
and unity, 

Fourthly, Another is {e;ning one againſt 

; «not her ; 
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goats ana pieafanineſs 
another 5 exue love knows no defigns up- 
on others; no man can endure to have de- 
ſigns laid againſt him deſigning caulſeth 7, 
anger , enmity and hatred, and hinders 
true love one toward another. Al 
Fitthly, Another is whiſpering, a whiſpe- } 
rer ſeparateth true friends, Pro. 15. 26, But 
now if any one ſhould come to me, and | ,, 
tel] me any thing againſt a brother, [ | ,, 
would not believe the whiſperer, till I had 
ſpoken with the other ; for a cauſe can | 
never be truly known, nor judged of, till | ,» 
both parties have been heard ſpeak : Thus | , 
you may fee the five things that hinder | 1, 
love, that is Pride, Paſſion, Strangenefs, | ,, 
deſigning one upon another , and heark- 
ning unto whiſperers. Now as you deſire 
to live in love and unity, obſerve theſe | 1 
things, and take heed of them. 
Tenthly, Let me ſay to you ( holy and 
beloved brethren) if you Would love one | 
another, then forgive one affother , and 
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live more unto God who loveth you, live = 

- more tÞ God, left he ſhould turnhis love | 
to hatred and wrath againſt you. BR 


11. Strengthen your love to God | + 
himſelf, the more love you have to God, | 0 
the more will you love others. 

12. If you would live in love and 
Unity,then you mult willingly take wrong, 

| and 
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Let there be mo difference between my heardmen 
and thy heardmen, for we are brethres ; Now 
Abraham was the elder, and therefore it 


was his right to-have the choice, but yet for 
peace {ake he gives up his right, and (ayes. 


to Lot, Take what you wilh, the right band 
or the left : there was adiviſtion between 
them, and the Cananites were inthe Jand, 
and therefore it was no good time for 
them to be at difference one with ano- 
ther : when the Cananites were in the 
land, it was no good time then for good 
mento ſtrive. and therefore. Abrahars for 
peace ſake gives up his right: ſe I ſay for 
peace ſake and for a holy agreement, you 
ſhould willingly give up your right , and 
render up your own right to preſerve 
peace and Unity one with another; O 
friends, love one another that youmay de- 
clare your ſelves to be heavenly children, 
to be children of your heavenly.Father , 
conſider, Phil. 1. 27. Only lefpur Con- 


| werſation be as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt ; 


that whether I come or be abſent, I may hear 


_ of your affairs , that you ſtand faſt in one 


Spirit , with one mind 


ſtriving together for 
the faith of the Goſpel. | 


Ofriends, -let mebeſeech you to love 
| one 


znd give up your right for peace fake, 
and for agreerwent : ſaith Abraham to Lot, 
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126 The godduefr and pleaſantneff 
one another, and to take all advantages] C 
that may increaſe your love, how can| / 

' you ſhew Yyour face, before the freelove 
and grace of God, if you do not love ane] c 
avother;z with what face can you go tof 11 
God for free grace and love, whenyou| 3 
your (elves havenolovefcr your brethrea.j 4 

If a poor man ſhould do a rich man af 4 
great deal of prejudice, and if this rich 7: 
wan ſhould nevertheleſs invite this poor} 1: 
man to a feaſt, and welcome him ,| 
and do him abundance of good, wouldſ Þ 
you not {ay that this is wonderful love] d 
and kindneſs, becauſe the poor man is no} 1: 
way able to gratify him, or to make any | t! 
requiral for what he receives, but only} c: 
by thankfulneſsz ir may be he may bef It 
thaokful to him : why thus it is withus | y 
now , this is our own caſe, for we have | p 
Jone great injury to God, and yet God | 
hath tuved us, and hathgiven us bleſſings } = 
and riches, and what doth he expect for | a 


it all, ſurely no reward fromus, forhefj h 
knows Meare poar and not able tograti-f h 
ty him, no he expects nothing , bur only || fc 
that we ſhould love one another; ſaies] © 
God, you can-do nothing for me, all that | a 
[ defare 15, that you would love one ano- | 4 
ther ito Truthz How then, I ſay, will p 

( 


voube able to ſhew.your faces > 
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an| Another. + . 
ve O look after this love, which is ſo wuch 
pe commended in this little Pialm, O how 
to ſweet, and perfuming itis, itis as (weet 
2>ul as honey, 7s is like unto the Oyl that ran 
0. down Aarons beard,like the dew upon Hermon, 
af and as the dew that fell down upon the moun- 
chi} tains of Zion; yea this is that which 
or} 1sſweet and profitable, that which will per- 
fume youz now if youdodelire that Gods 
Id} perfumes may come upon you, and that the 
ve| dewof Gods bleflings may fall upon you , 
10 | labour more and more to Jove one ano- 
ay | ther, aud Jet not love be wanting 3 I 
ly } cannot tell how it may be with you, yet 
ze | let me deſire you, as you would honour 
2s | your ſelves now, and as you deſire hap- 
re | pineſsin this life, and alſo to be bleſſed 
d | hereafter to all Eternity , obſerve this 
ps | ew Commandment to love one another; 
and as you do deſire to declare that you 
have received free grace, and that you 
have that fea], with which God ſeals the 
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ly 3 foul] for his own, to live with him for 
es | ever, be exhorted to he of one mind, 
at } and love one anqther , Kejoyce in the Lord , 


and be of one tnind;, be united one to 
another , and let your hearts abound 1n 


love more and more one toward another. 
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SERMON VI. 


MICAH. 6.9. 


The Lords voice cryeth unto the City , and the 


man of Wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name , hear ye 


the rod and who hath appointed it. 


Ethinks I ſeea great rod, ready to 
M be layd upon the back of this Na- 
tion, and I would therefore at this time 
endeavour to inform you what the voice 
of this Rodis, and have to that end choſen 
this Scripture to {peak unto. 

In this Chapter thea you have Gods 
controverſy with his own people; ſet 
down at ihe end of the 2. verl(e, For tbe 
Lord hath a controverſy with his pepple;, and 
he will plead with Hrael; And then hechar- 
geth them with | 

Firſt, Unthankfulneſs for many years 
in the 3-4. & 5. verſes, O mypeople what 
have I done wnto thee, and mwhercwith have 


brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, &&c. 
Secondly , He Chargeth them with for- 
| ality, and ſhews them the evill of ir, 
in the 6. and 7. verſes, Will the Lord be 
pleaſed with thouſands of rams, &c. And then 
Thirthly, He pleades againſt them ih the 
8, verſe. He hath ſhewed thee O man what 


thee, but to do juſtice and to love mercy , and 
2e | 10 walk humbly with thy Ged. And then 
'e Fourthly, He ſeals upthe Sentence in 
{| this verſe of my Text. The Lords voiee 
cryeth unto the City, and the man of Wiſdom 
O | ſbell ſte thy name, hear ye the rod and who 
a- | 14th appointed it. 
16 Wherein you have three things eſpe- 
2e || cially remarkable. 4 
Firſt , The people the Lords voice 
cryeth unto, and that is unto the City , 
the Lords woice cryeth wnto the City. 
Secondly, You have en exhortation to 
hear the voiceafthe Rod. Hear ye the rod 
and who hath appointed it. 
Thirdly, You have an Argument to 


man of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name. The Lords 
voice cryeth wnto the City, that is unto Sa- 


maria, and Jeruſalem , the Chief Cities : 
K And 


: : | | _ O 
, I wearied thee, teſlifie againſt me, for I 


is good, and what doth the Lord require of 


prefs you ſo todo; Tt is your wiſdom, the 
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And the man of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name 
The diipenſatioas of God in the way of his 
mercy or Juſtice are his name: As a man 
is known by his name, (o God is known 
by his diſpenſations , which though they 
be dark to the world, yct the man of 
wiſdom (ball fee them and diſcern thew : 
Therefore hear ye the Rod, and who hath 
appointed it the Rod) that is the Rodof 
Correction , Now there ts | 

Firſt, TheRod of power and dignity, 
He ſhall ſend his rod ont cf Zion, 

Secondly , There is a rod of Diſcrimi- 
ration Ezek. 20. 37. I will cauſe you to 

paſSunder the Rod, and TI will bring you under 

the bond of the Covenant. 

Thirdly, There is the rod of direQton - 
Thy rod and thy ſtaff they ſhall comfort me , 

Fourthly, There is a rod of Govern- 
ment , both Eccleſiaſtical and civil : As 
for Ecc'eliaſtical ſaith Paul, /bal/ I wy 


unto you with a rod, and as for civil, be 
that [pareth the rod hateth the Child. 

Fifthly, There is a rod of Deſtrucian, 
#/ ou ſhalt break thew with a Kod of Iron, 
and daſh them to peices like a potters veſſel, 
Pfalm 2.9. : 

Now it 1s a rod of CorrecGion that we 
are to underſtand here, from whengg 
1 take up this Obſeryation... 
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That when God viſits the tranſpre 
ons of his people with a rod, it is their 
beſt wiſdom to hear the rod, and who 
hathappointed it ; lt 15 their true latere(t 
and belt wiſdom ſo to do. 
For the opening and cleering hereof, 
I ſhall (peak to thele 4. or 5. Propoſitions. 
Firſt, That God doth not ſteal upon 2 
people with his Judgements, but he firſt 
warns them before he (mites them. 
Secondly, When God ſmites his own peo- 
ple,he deals with them in the way of rod. 
Thirdly, That GodsRed is a teaching 
Rod. 
 Fourthly , That the meſſage of the Rod 
is commonly ſent to the great Cities, and 
tothe great Towns of a Nation or people, 
 Fifthly , when God ſmites his own 


people with therod, it is their beſt wil-_ 


dom and their duty to hear the rud, and 
who bath appointed it, 

Firſt, Though God conſumes a Nation 
at once, and deſtroys a Nation at once at 
laſt; Yet he ſtul doth, and will, warna 
people before he deftroys them, God will 
not ſteal upon a people with bis Judg- 
ments, but he firſt warns them, before 
he conſumes them : he hath his murdering 
peices which he will diſcharg in due 
time, but he will firſt diſcharg his warniag 

K 2 peices 
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peices : And God doth ſometimes 
warn people by his word,and ſometime by 
his works and diſpenſatioas, Ezek. 33. 2. 
Son of man ſptak unto the Children of thy 
people and ſay unto them , If I bring a ſword 
upor: the Land, &c, And at the 7. verſe 
he applies it. So faith he, Thou O Son of 
114m I have ſet thee fyr-a watchman, unto the 
houſe of Iſrael; therefore thou ſhall hear the 
word from my mouth, and warn ther 
from me; would you know what this war- 
ningis, why itisa warningby the word, 
Sometimes God warns his people by his 
works and diſpenfations, by his Judge- 
ments upon others, and by his Aſf1Qions 
upon themſelves, he brings a lefſer Judge- 
reot to prevent a greater; it is withthe 
works of God as it with his word: Now 
God doth ſometimes hew down men by 
the word, yea he hews them down by the 
Miniſtry of the word; there 1s a time 
when God will hew down finners by the 
Miniſtry of the word, and lays themupon 
the ground a drying ( as I may fay ) for 
Hell, before they come there ; Matt. 3. 
The tree that bringeth not forth fruit , is hewn 
down and caſt - into the fire, Hoſea. 6.5. 
Therefore I have hewed them by the Prophets , 
Thave ſlain them by the words of my mouth, &c. 
There is a time of hewing down, a time 
when 
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 theroice of the Rod. 


when God will hew men down by the 
miniſtry of the word, and as he doth 
thus by his word , ſo he daththe ſame alſo 
by his works and diſpenſations;and though 
God may.,and caa deſtroy a people at oace, 
yet he will not fieſe upon them before he. 
warn them ; that is the firſt proproſition. 

Secondly, When God ſmites his own 
people he deals with them in the way of 
the Rod, though he pubiſh others with * 


Scorpious, yet faith he , for you that are 
In Covenant with me, if you ſin 1 will viſe 
your tranereſſ;ons with 2 Rod + look what 
worldly Aﬀiitions come upan the Saints 
they are ſtruck with the Rod; whar 
greater afflictions do you read of, than 
what fell upon Job, why yet it was the 
ſtroke of the Rod, Job 9.34. Let himtake 
away his Rod from me:, when God deals 
with his people I ſay, he deals with them 
in the way of the Rad, andif you aſkthe 
reaſon, why God uſes the rod with his 
own people, lanſwer, 

Firſt , Becauſe they are his own Chil- 
dren, Heb. 12. 7, 8. If you indure cha- 
W ftiſement God deals with you as with children , 

if you bewithout chaſtiſement you are baſtards 
and not Sons. IT know no better Argument 
againſt the Church of Rome faith Luther, 
; than this, that ſie rezuns without the Croſs. 
OL, K 3 if 


"3 TSS > TC 3" OE 
Rs. AAS 3 -* - EM 
Ce. > 
» 6 
+ UNS) 
PD 


734 The Wiſdom of hearing 

If two children are fighting together , and 
a man comes and parts them, and ſtrikes 
one of them”*, and not the other, you will 
preſently imagine that the Child which he 
ſtrikes is his own; and ſo if you azk why 
God uſcth the rod to his people,l anſwer, 
becauſe they are his own Children. And 

' Secondly, As they are Children, fo he 
loves them , and he that ſpareth the Rod 
hateth the Child : Now God dorh not hate 
his Children, for every ſon that be loweth be 
chaſtiſeth, God loves his children, and 
therefore he deals with them inthe way 
ofthe Rod. Ds 
Thirdly, There is -#ch jolly bound up 
in the heart of a child, but the rodof Corre@ion 
bringeth it out (axth Solomon , and there- 
fore God doth ſometimes correct his people 
becauſe of their folly. 

Why do School-Maſters uſe the Rod 
but only to make children learn their leſſons; 
if they would leara without , he would 
not ule the Rod; and why doth Gead uſe 
the Rod with his people but to learn them 
their leſſons ; for theſe reaſons therefore 
doth God uſe the rod with his people. 

Butyou will ſay 3 doth not God uſe the 
Rod withthe wicked to0,do not they come 
uoder the rod as well as the righteous. 
1 anſwer : Solomon faith 7h: Kod is for the 

> ns pn Fs back 


the voice of the Rod, 


back of thefoel , and wicked men are called 
fools in Scripture, God doth (ſometimes 
chaſtiſe the Godly by the wicked , the 
wicked are the rod in Gods hand, and 
ſometimes again ,-God doth puniſh wicked 
men by the Saints, the Saints being the 
rod in Gods hand : Sometimes 1 fay wick- 
ed men ae the rod for the Godly : 1/«iah 
10.5. O Aſſyrian the rod of mine anger, and 
the ſtaff of their hand is mine indignation. 
And ſometimes the Godly , 2:e the Rod of 
God, in the hand of Gad, for pun ſhing 
the wicked, Jer. 51.19, 20. The portiors 
of Jacob is not like them , for he is the former 
of all things, and Iſracl is the rod of his inhe- 
ritance, the Lord of Hoſtiis his name : Thok 
art my battle Axe and weapons of War, for 
with thee will I break in peices the Nations,and 


| with thee will I deſtroy Kingdoms. Sol Gay, al 


the Lord whips the tains by the wicked,io 
he alſo laſhes the wicked by the Godly - 
they being the rod in the hand of the Lord. 

But you will ſay, 1s there no difference 
between thele two ? 

I agſwer yes, for 1. Thereis a whip- 
pipg rod, aiod ofcorrcction , and there 
1s allo a breaking rod; a whipping rod 
for the Saints, anda breaking rod for 
the wicked. In the 2. Fſalm itis ſaid, 
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Thor will rule them with 2 rod of Iron, aud 
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136 The Wiſdom of bearing. 
break them in pieces like « potters eſſel. 
Secondly , Though God doth Afﬀidt his 
awn people with the rod, the wicked 
being the rod in Gods hand , yet he will 
caſt that rod into the fire, when he hath 
done with it, but though he doth alſa 
puniſh the tranſgreſſions ofthe wicked by 
therighteous , chey being the rod in Gods 
hand, yet will he not caſt that rod alſo 
into the fire upon that Account : the Saints 
may rejoyce when they ſee the wicked 
punſhed, becauſe they know that them- 
ſelves hall not be thrown into the fire. 
but the wicked have no cauſe to rejoyoc 
when they ſee the Godly afflicted, becauſe 
they may be ſure, they themſelves ſhall be 
thrown into the fre, when they have done 
their work; The Child may laugh when he 
ſces the rod thrown into the fire, becauſe 
he knows ke ſhall notbe thrown in himſelf, 
_ Thirdly, Though God doth viſit the 
tranſgreſſions of his people with a Rod, 
yet it is a Rod that Chaſtizeth in meaſure, 
23 you may find Iſaiah 27.7, 8. Hath be 
ſmitten him, 4s he. ſmote thoſe that ſmote 
him , or 3s he flain according to the ſlmghter 
of them that are ſlain by him ? In meaſure 
when it ſhooteth forth thou wilt debate with 
it, he ft ftayeth his rough wind , in theday of 
the oo whid : 4: end fo in Pſaime 89.35 "ir" 
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If his Children forſake my Law , then will 7 
viſit their tranſgreſſuons witharod , and their 
iniquity with ſtripes: And ſo 2 Sam. 3. 14- 
I will be his Father and he ſhall be my ſon , 
if be committ iniquity I will chaſtiſe hin 

with the rod of men, andwith the ſtripes of 
the children of men;$o I ſay,though, God cha- 

ſtiſe his own people with arod,yetit is in 
meaſure,but the bones of the wicked ſhall be 
broken , it ſhall fall very heavy upon them. 

Fourthly, Though God doth v:hit the 
tranſgreſſions of his people with a rod, 
yet it jsin ſeafon, it is but what is very 
ſeaſonable, they are ſo cutand lopt, as 
that they may grow again , Proverb. 13. 
24. He that ſpareth the rod, hateth his ſon , 
but he that loveth him chafineth him betimes , 
or in the morning, that is, be doth it in 
ſeaſon; but now the wicked are ſo cut 
off , thatthey never grow more; 

Fifthly, Though God viſliteth the 
tranſgreſſions of his people with a rod,yet 
his loving kindneſs he will never take away 
from them : If they ſin, ſaith God, Iwil 
viſt them with arod., but my loving kindneſs 
Twill not take eway from them , Pſilm 8g. 
33, Butit is not ſo with the wicked. 

Sixthly, Though God doth vifit the 
tranſgreſſions of his people witharod , yet 
be will not ſuffer the rod to reſt upon 5g 
| | | backs - 
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backs : if your Garmentsbe dirty or duſty, 
you take a Rod ora wand,aud beat out the 
duſt, but when it is out, you do not let 
the rod reſt upon the garment; ſo God 
cauſeth his rod to paſs upon his people, 
but when their dirt and filt is out and 
removed, he will take away the rod from | 
off them , and will not ſuffer it to reſt 3 
upon their backs - So that you ſeethere is 
a vaſt difference between the rod of the 
wicked and the rod of the Godly in theſe 
particulars; The rod of the wicked isa | 
breaking rod : but the rod of the Godly is | 
a correcting rod; The rodof the Godly is 
thrown into the fire, the rod of the wicked | 
1s not ſo; The rod of the godly is ſeaſona- 
ble, the rod of the wicked is nots the rod 
of the godly is 1n love, the rod of the 
wicked notſo : And laſtly, God will not Jer 
the rod reſt upon the back of the righ- 
reous, but the rod of the, wicked ſhall 
never be removed, and that is the ſecond 
propoſition. 

Thirdly, Gods Rod is a teaching rod , 
when God ſmites his people he deals with 
them 10 the way of the rad, and that is a 
teachingRod, it brings a meſſage with it, 
For the clecring of this I ſhall ſhew you , 

Firſt , what thoſe leſions are which the 
rod teacketh. x 

| Sccondly, 
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Secondly » How this Rod teacheth. 
Firſt, If you ask what leſſons this rod 


 teacheth : I anſwer 1n rhe General; the 


Rod reacheth the ſame Leſſon that rhe 
word teacheth, the rod teacheth no new 
Do@rine 3 but moreparticularly, the rod 
hatha leſſon for | 


The Converted, and for 
The Unconverted, 


Firſt, If you be unconverted, the rod 
calls upon you to turn to Gad: If a 
drunkard be iick,the rod of fickneſs (ayes , 


O Drunkard leave off thy Druokenneſs, 


and turn totheLord, this Leſſon therod 
teacheth ;z and it taught the Jaylor , and 
Paw, and theProdigal; when the rod of 
miſery and poverty was upon the Prodi- 
gall, why then fſaies he, 7 will return to 
my Father , for in my Fathers houſe is bread 
enough : Thus the rod teacheth the 
Llaconverted to turn to the Lord; Art 
thou 1n thy ſins ſtill therefore, O poor 
ſinner , and haſt thou gone on a great 
whilein thy' fins, and hath God warned 
thee often by bis word to turn to him, 
and doth he now come upon thee with his 
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breaking , and the deſtrgying rod ; this 
1s the leſſon which the rod teacheth the 
Uticonverted , | 

Secondly , If you be Converted , 

Firſt, The rod calls upon you to mor- 
tifie your ſins more and more, Proverbs 
20. Zo. The blueneſs of a wound cleanſeth 
away evil, ſo do ſtripes the inward parts of 
the belly ,. Tſaiah 27.9. By this ſhall the ini- 
quity of Jacob be purged; by this , that is, by 
afflidion, by the rod ; if therefore you 
have negleted any duty , that you haye 
performed heretofore , or ought to per- 
form , the rod now calls upon you jto do it 
now , Remember your firſt works and repent. 
_ Secondly, If you be Converted, the 
rod calls upon you to prizethoſe common 
mercies which you have not valued here- 
tofore 3 you have had peace but you have 
not prized it, now therodof war ſhould 
ceach you toprizeit; you have hada quiet 
habitation, but you have notprized it, 


now the rod of Tumult calls upon youto 


prize your quiet habitation, andto be 

chankful for it5 this 15 another leſſon 
which the rod teacheth. 4 

Thirdly, If you be Converted. 45 
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 theVoice of the Rod. 


rod calls upon you to honour your own 
graces, Rom. 5.3. Knowing that tribula- 
tion worketh patience, patience experience , 


experience hope , and hope maketh not aſhamed. 


You know how it is with a Countryman, 
that makes hay, the hay liesabroad, and 
he (ces a black cloud a coming, and he 
calls to his men to cock up and gather up 
the Hay; why look into the Nation, and 
ſee what a cloud 1s over us, this calls 


upon the people of God to gather up their 


Evidences : Heres a black cloud over us, 
Oall ye people of God, gather up your 
evidences, that by the &dark night of 
afllition , you may have light to read your 
own Graces; this is anather leſſon the 


rod teacheth, 


Fourthly, If you be Converted, the 
rod calls upon you to ſympathize with 
others in their Afﬀictions 3 by your own 
Afﬀicions you are called upon to com- 
paſlionate others io their Aﬀictions. 

Fifthly, and Laſtly, lf you be converted, 
the rod calls upon you to provide for your 
great and laſt change : David underſtood 


F this. and therefore he fayes, Lord teach 


me ſo to number my dayes , that I may apply 
my heart to true wiſdom, Plalm. go. 12. 

Theſe are the leſions, which the rod 
teacheth. 
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Secondly, If you would know further 
what the Rod teacheth; I anſwer Nega- 
tively : 

Firft, The Rod doth not teach you any 
{kill or knowledge of its own , but the 
ſpirit of the Lord-in the Rod that teach- 
eth, Bleſſed 3s the man that thou chaſineſt, and 
teacheſt him out of thy law, Plalm 94:12. By 
the Rod a man ſhall ſee that prefſeated to 
him, which lay hid before ; when the 
glaſs is ſhaken you fee that ſand, which 
you could bardly, or not at all perceive 
before 3 ſo when: a man is ſhaken by af 
fliction, bis fins are diſcovered to him; 
and a fight of ſin is the firlt ſtep to Con- 
verlion. - | 

Secondly, By the Rod you are hum- 
bled aad broken, and made more fit and 
capable to receive inſtructionz when the 
young Horle 1s once well brake, then he 
1s afterwards fit for the ſaddle ; now af- 
fictions break wen, aad fit them for Gods 
ſervice, and for Gods work : If a narrow 
mouthed veſle] be in continual motion 


and unfixed , you cannot pour any liquor | 


into it, you muſt firſt fix the veſſel, and 
then you may! put what you will into 1t; 
| fo aftlitions will fix you, and ſettle you, 


| 


you have many a poor man, that no 
ground will hold him (as we uſe to fay ) 
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him : If you ſow ſeed, you muſt firſt 
plow the ground , and then you ſow the 


feed 3 now what ſoul is there which doth 


not need Gods plow 3 why Gods Rod is 
his plow ,: and when this Rod cames 
and breaks,, and humbles the heart, thea 
it will receive the good ſeed of Gods 
word 1nto the furrows of the heart; And 
further, 5 

Thirdly, By the Rod a man will be for- 
ced to lay hold of, and ſtick to thoſe 
promiſes, which he conld not lay hold on 
before; for when the Rodcomes aud brings 
him low, the man is glad to run to the 
promiſe; andtruly it is a yery great com- 
fort to us, that we have a promile to run 
unto, when we arc brought low with the 
Rod ;z and thus you ſee what leſions the 
Rod teacheth, and alſo how the Rod 


' teacheth, It is a teaching Rod: And fo 


I have done with the thicd propoſition , 
the next follows. 

Fourthly, As the Rod is teachipg, and 
doth bring a meſlage with it 5 ſo this 
meſiage is ſcent, efpecially to the great Ci- 
ties, and Towns of a Nation, or people , 
The Lords voice cryeth unto the City here in 
the Text; why, what City or Citics ? It 
was Jern/alem and Samariah ; but did not 

Gods 
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Gods voice cry unto the Teſſer Towns 


Rod comes, the meſſage is eſpecially 
ſent to thegreat Towns, and Cities of a 


Firſt, The Rod comes to avenge the 


thar place, or people that have had the 
greateſt opportunities, as to hearing of | 
the word, and having the means of grace, 
and yet have abuſed them ; the greater 
controverſic hath the Rod with that place 
or people. Now great Towns, and Ci- 
ties, have commohbly the greateſt oppor- 
tunities as to the word and ordinances , 
and many times they are moſt abuſed in and 
by theſe; and therefore the voice of the 
Rod is eſpecially to great Towns, and 
Cities: Wo ants thee Capernaum , and why 
unto Ceperrnaxm, and not tothe Towns and 
Villages ? Why, Woennto thee Capurnaum, 
for thou baſft been exalted unto Heaven, in 
regard of the means, and yet haſt not re- 
pented; Jt. 11. 23. therefore woe un” 
to thee, above all the re(t of the Towns 
about thee : And fo 0 Jeruſalem, Jecuſa- * 
lem, ſaith Chriſt, 1 cannot but weep over | 
thee ; I would have gathered you bunt you 
wonld not, &c. Therefore I cannot but 
weep over you ; though the lefſcr oor 


Þ - ic 
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A 


\_ thoſe that are the Ringleaders of Rebel- 
{ lion in a Nation : Now great Cities and 


ſhould all hear the rod, and who hath 


the Voice of the - —_—_ 
and villages ſhall be deſtroyed, as well 
as the great ones; yet I weep not over | 
them but over Jer»/alews, for (he bath had " 
the means of grace more abundantly, and 
'yct hath not repented ; and therefore [ 
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cannot but weep over it, When the Rod 
comes , I ſay , it comes more diredly 
to the great Towns and Cities of a Na- 
tion. | 

Secondly , God will be ſure to puniſh - 


Towns if they are not good, are ringlea- 
ders to other Towns to do evil: Even as 

a great Oke, which drops upoa the leſſer 
trees under him, ſpoils their growth, and 
corrupts them: And fo ifa man be rich, 
and not good, he drops upon others, and 
ſpoiles others : So | ſay, great Towns it 
not good, ſpoyl and corrupt the leſſer 
Towns and Villages; as if they be good, 
they are an help and an encouragement to 
others in goodneſs 3 therefore the Lords 
voice cryeth unto the Citiesz and they 


appointed it : that js the fourth propobri- 
on. The fifth and main followeth, that 
Fifthly, When the Lord doth viſit. the 
tranſgreſſions of his people with a Rod, 
It is their true intereſt, and beſt wil 
- L dom 
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dom to hear the Rod, and who hath ap-. 
pointed it. 
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There are three things in this propo- 
fition. — 
Firſt, When God doth v:;int the tran(- 
grefſions of his people with a Rod, it is 
their duty to fear what the Rod faith. 


And | 
$-condly , Not only to hear what the } 
rod ſaith, bur alſo to conſider who hath : 
appointed it. And | , | | ; 
Thirdly, le is: their true intereſt, and : 
bcſt wiſdom fo to do, Fs * | 
I ſhall nor wuch inlilt upon thelc. ' But *? 


for the firſt, $7 = . 

Firſt , When the Lord doth viſit the F 
tranſgreſſions of his people with a Rod, , 
3t is their duty Yo hear what the Rod z 
ſaith; for ay you hear , Gods Rod 1sa | 
t-aching Rod 3 and therefore when the 
R 5d comes, it is your duty to lay your 
car cloſe to the rod, to hear what it Anus 
for otherwiſe you will be found deſpi- | 
ſers of irs weſſage. If a King ſend his Z 
Ambaſladour to ſpeak and treat with ano- | 
ther , and he turns his car from him, and 
will not hear him; why, will not he be 
ſound 2a delpiſer of the meſſage? Now 
tie Rod is a Meſſenger, an Ambaſſidour, 
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and it comes from Reavenz if you willf 
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"Thirdly, By hearing the Rod, and who 
hath appointed it, you will be inabled 
to ſubant ſweetly to the ſharp anger of 
Gods diſpenſations; 7 was dnmb and open- 
ed mot my month, becauſe then didſt it, taith 
David, Pſalm 39. 9. So when Shine 
curſed Darid, his ſervants would have ta-- 


ken off his head, no faith David, Let bing 
alone, it is the Lord that hath bidden hime, 
2 Sam. 16.11. Mr. Fox makes mention 
of a young mana Martyr, that when he 
was upon the Cart going to the fire ; 
his Father who was a Papilt , came out 
of his houſe,- and would have beaten him, | 
but the people hindring him z Pray faid he; | | 
let hinz alone, for be #s thy Father, So l J 
ſay by hearing the Rod, and. who hath | - 
appointed it, you will ſubmit unto the | ©< 
Lord, becauſe he is your Father. d 
Fourthly, By hearing the Rod, and V 
who hathappointed it, you will be led to I 
prayer, and 'be brought to pray - Pra- el 
yer becomes a men or woman, when they | © 
are under the Rod: Pray tell me, when be 
the child 1s whipt by his Father, dath the -j| tt 
chiid fall down'to the Rod, and beg of | » 
tne Rod to ſpare him; no but he falls | ca 
down to bim, in whoſe hand the Rod is, | 
to his Maſter, or his Father, and criesta | ® 
kim © ſpare me. pray ſpze me: So be | ! 
not | /a% 


ES. 


not hear it, you CINE, meager of 
the Rod 3 not hearing is, defpiliag, there- 

fore when the Rod comes, hear the weſ- 

| ſage of it, mvy ſor: deſpiſe not the cbaſtening 

of the Almighty, ſaith Solomon, Prov. 3.11. 

econdly, It is your duty to hear the 

Rod, and alſo to confider who hath ap- 

pointed itz.not only to hear the Iaftru- 

ment, but the Author alſo whereby the 

Rodis acted and guided: For | 

Firſt,, Thereby you will honour God 

in his diſpenſations : It. was the ſpeech 

2: . of Mr. Dod when the Souldiers broke ic- 

! tro his houſe and plundred him, ſaith he, 

| 31 as the Lord that bath taken them away ; 

| * he did not ſay this thing they have takeo 

away , and they have taken away ſuch, 
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| and ſuch things; no, he would not give 

them that hopour ; but as Job ſaid when 
; the Sabeirs took away his goods, the Lord 
" | gives, and the Lord takes away; ſo (aidhe, 
d ' 41 will not honour them jo much , as to Jay 
? | that they have taken away any thing from me, 
F | but the Lord hath doneit; . and. thereby he 


gives God the hogour of his diſpentari- 
31 0083 and ſo muſt you, if you will hear 
: the Rod, and who bath appointed it. 

oy Secondly , By heariog the.Rod, aad 
who hath appointed it 3. you will, much 
10 firengthen your faith. ” 

A | L 2 Thirdly, 


the vatceof the Rod. 149 


not ffrubborn, but fall down to the Larg, 
when you are under the. rod ; and (ay, 
Lord fpare me; do no: fay-to the Rod 

ſpare-me , do not cry to that when it 

15 upon Four backs; ng, but (ee ®od. and. 
z obſerve his hand, aad cry ta him for help. 

But then 

Thirdly, As it is our duty to hear the 

. Rod, and who hath appointed it ; fo it is 

F alſo our true interclt and belt wiſdomto 

: .do it, becauſe it is, the way to prevent 

it | further ſtrokes; when a child is under 

1 | the Rod, and will not ſubmit; why lays 

7 the Maſter, ſince you are ſo ſlous and jo 

1 fiubborn, Ile try who ſhall be Aafler, you or 

h | 275 and ſo he itrikes oa (till, cill the child 


* cries out I have done, why then ſays the 
| Maſter I have done too: And thus it is 
4 } with us, when we are under the Rod, 
© if we be ſtubborn, and refyſe to hear 


"S the Rod of God, and who hath appoint- 
ey ed it; well fays God, 1 will try who ſhall 
9 be Majier, you or {1 : what is the reaſon 
he - | hat ſome men polo long, ſo many years 
of with th: rod upon their backs z but be- 
Ms | cauſe they have not heard the Rod, and 
:: | Who hath appointed itz but now when 
a man hal} ſay, Lord 1 bave done, 
why then ſays God: ,'..4 have done too, 0 
ſoul. {2 J 7 
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150 The Wiſdom of hearing 

Beloved it is our beſt wiſdom , ard 
our belt courſe, to hcar the Rod, and 
who hath appointed it. 

All thar I fhall fay for Applicativn, is 
this; I is our true intereſt, and beſt 
wiſgotn , when the Rod comes, to hear 
the rod , and who hath appointed it, as 
hath been proved. | 

O then that men were wiſe, and did 
vnderftand it in this day. O Eonpgland, 


_ England, the Rod is in thy ſtreets at this 


time , certainly thereis a ſwinging Rod 
hanjgs over this Nation: O England what 
thall I ſay unto thee,but what the Prophet 
faith here Hear ye the Rod, and who hath 
appointed it: O London Hear thou the Rod, 
and 'who hath appointed it, O Norwich 
Hear thou the Rod, and who hith ap- 
pointed it, O Tarmonth hear thou the 
Rod, and who hath appointed it, for ycu 
ſha!] thereby honour God, aad ftreng- 
then your own faith, you ſhall be able 
to keep ſilence in the evil day; you 
iha!l be made more fit to pray, ' and the 
rad 'Wwij] be ſooner removed f:om you. 
Therefore as-you deſire that God may 
have the honour of all: his diſpeofa- 
tions ,” and that your faith may be 
{trerg hened , and: that you way be in- 
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hear 
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the voice ofthe Red, 


hear the rod, and who hath zppoiuted 1', 
But you will fay , whgt hall we do 


that we may hear the Rod; 2nd who hath 


appointed it; we do confeſs that there 1s a 
ſmart Rod upon the back of this Nati- 


on , and upon the back of cur familics , 


but what ſhall we do that we may hear 


the Rod, and who hath appointcd ut. 

I Anſwer, Firſt, Stand, and look upon 
the Rod, and you will find two thivgs ol- 
pecially in the Rod 3 


r. Your Sin, and 
2. Gods Deſign. 


As for your ſin, look what fip that 1+, 
which God holds before your face, before 
your conſ{cie: c*, all the rime hes ſtriking 
of you with the Rod, that is the fin he 
ſtrikes Fou for. If a Dog worry a ſheep, 
you commonly go and beat the Dog in 
the f:ce of the worried Sheep, that the 
Dog may thereby krow and underſtand 
for what heis beaten: Sy when the Lord 
comes, and holds out-one fin for you to 


look on, eſpecially, then you 'may: be 


- ſure, the Rod comes upon you for that (io, 

.\ : Again, -Look :whatiſin:that is, which 
+ doth: naturally: bring the:Rod, that 1s the 

\'caulc-: of it - ET ate If a nan be 
: 4 


drunk. 


—— 


x "> #. Se cir hn 
8 Pagan, 
0 of 
% 
x i 
ug Y 
# 
< 


BY rs, { RTE. a Jad, *; 4 = FP $5.40 
: py 8 & 4 ' "$7 2008 PTS Fo Ob 3 ds: 6 "Is 
- a A ere CRT; 25-5. EE ER rn ag” Heb 7 "CM © Se 2 73 IN I 7 tA 
25 -_, : Tye PTC LE ' es TE 5 p ; ” ON OD " Re F- Vx <1 Bf A TY bs be.” Rds, LE 
2 « L . __ . - 
RE Wiſdom of hearing : 
l ? 3 2 X - 


drupk, and do thereby bring himſelf iu- 
to a feavor, will you not ſay that druok- 
epneſs was the cauſe of it ? 7 
Again, Look what fin that is, which is 
molt like the Rod of all others, that fin 
1s that which brings the Rod ; as forex-_ 
ample, Suppoſe the Rod of this Nation 
be decay of Trading ; may we not thiok, 
that ſome Stoln wedg of Gold is in this 
Nation, which is the cauſe of this Rod; 
becauſe it 15 like it : Or fuppoſe the Rod 
of this Nation be, the Lords forſaking of 
_* it 3 way we not think that Apoſtacy is 
the cauſe of it , becauſe it is like it 5 
therefore if you would hear the Rod, and 
who hath appointed it, then obſerve 
avwhat ſin that is which is the. cauſe of it. 
But ns | 
Secondly, And ſo to conclude, as you 
are to look upon your fin, ſo alſoupon | 
Gocs defign in the Rod: Now God ſel- 
dom or never gives any mercy to a peo- 
ple, bue he firſt brings them into the 
uite contrary condition; as for example, 
if God tntends to give you great aſſu- 
rance of his love, he will firſt ſuffer you 
to fall into great Temptations, and dark- 
neſs , that he may thereby fit you for 
great aſſurance: Or if God intend to 
railg you to great honour in the "__ A of 
| - c 
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| the Voice of the Rod, 

he will firſt ſuffer you to lie under ſome 
great reproach, that you may.be thereby 
the more fit for your honour; And fo, 
if God intend to fix, and ſettle a Nation. 
he will firſt ſuffer it, to come into great 


_ confuſion, and tumult, becauſe the Lord 


will thereby prepare that Nation, for the 
glorious ſettlement which he intends. 
How is it therefore with you? do you 
feel or fee , the Rod of God upon this 
Nation , or upon your families, or upon 


_ the back of your own particular perſon "af 


them hear ye the Rod, and who hath 4ppoin- 
ed it. For Gods Rodis ateachirg Rod, 
and it brings wany leſſons with it. There- 


| fore what I ſay to one, I fayto all,!and 


to my own ſoul alſo, Hear ye the Rod, and 
who hath appointed it. 
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SERMON VII. 


AMOS 4. 12. 


Therefore thys will Ido unto thee O Iſrael, axd 
becauſe I will do this unto thee, prepare to 
meet thy God O Iſrael, | 


bs this Chapter the Prophet Amos en- 


deavours to pronounce ſome heavy 
Judgements agalaſt Gods own people 1(- 
rael, wherein there are three things m-ſt 
confidertble. 
1. The Judgement Threatned. 
2. The cauſe of the Judgement , and 
3. The loference thereupon 
Firſt, The Judgement Threatned, and 
that 1s in the ſecond, and third veiſes; 
The Lord hath ſworn by bis holineſs, that 
lo , the dayes ſhall come upon you, that h 
will take you away with kooks , and your po. 


ſterity with fiſh-kooks, As if he ſhould fay 
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' fo prevent Tudgements 


I will ſend Anglers among you , that ſhall 
pull you out of your houſes, as the little 
fiſhes are pulled out of the water; and 


then he goes on tn the third verſe; And 


ye ſhall go out at the breaches ſaith the Lord , 
Though you be great and ſtrong yet will 
I make breaches among you ſaiththe Lord, 
this is the Judgement tbreatned. 

Secondly, Here is the cauſe of the Judg- 
ment, aidthatis therefold , 

Firſt, Oppreſlion, a$at the firſt verſe, 
Hear this word ye kine of Baſhan , that are in 
the mountain of Samarie , which opprejs the 
poor , which cruſh the needy,and ſo forth. 

Secondly, Another cauſe 1s Idolatry, 
and Superſtition; as atthe 4. and 5. verſcs, 
Come ye to Bethel, and tranſzreſs at Gilgal, 
multiply tranſgreſſwon, Proclaim and publiſh 
the free offering, for this liketh you, O ye 
children of Iſrael ſaith the Lord God. 

Thirdly, The third caufe is their [n- 
corrigableneſs, as at the 6, verſe, 7 have 
given you cleaneſt of Teeth in all your Cities , 
and want of bread in all your places, yet have 
ye not returned tome ſaith the Lord, Andat 
the 7. verſe, And alſo IT have with. holder: 
rain from you, aud I have cauſed it to rain 
upon one City , and not upon another City , 
r two or three Cities wandred unto one Cit 


#0 drink water , but they were not' ſatisfied, 
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156 FRepentance, the | 
get bave ye rot returned unto me ſaith the || ;þ, 


Lord, and at the 9. verſe, I have ſmitten 
you with blaſilng and with mildew , when 


2 
$i Jour gardens , and your winezards , and your | -— 
18 fitrees, and your olive trees increaſed , the | q 


palmer worm devonred them, yet haue yenot 
returned unto me ſaith the Lord, and atthe G; 
10. verſe, I have ſent among you the Peſti- 
lence, after the manner of Egypt , your young pc 
men have I ſlain with the ſword, and have 'G 
taken away your horjes, and I have made the ſ 
link of your camps. to come up unto your 
noſtrils , yet have ye not returned unto me | þc 
ih the Lord , and at the 11. verſe, Thave 4, 
overthrown ſome of you , 4s God overthrew | Sc 
Sodom , and Gomorrah, aud ye were as a by 
firebrand plucks out of the burning, zethave | 
enotreturned unto meſailth the Lord. 
Thirdly, Therefore by way of lofer ence | 4j, 
he conciudes; | = - 
Therefore this will T do unto thee O Iſrael , 
and becauſe Iwill dothisunto thee, prepare to | g1 
weet thy God O Iſrael. =. | 
In theſe words you have a double In- || x 
f-rence which God makes, 
Firſt, Therefore thus will Ido unto 1, 
thee, I have been a loog time (triving || þ, 
with you ( as if he ſhould ſay ) and I have 
beea at a ſtand whether I. ſhould puniſh 
you or not, yet have ye not returacd 
_ unto 
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anto me, therefore now I am reſolyed , 
| thus will I do wnto thee. Andthen 


Secondly, Now I am refolved, pre- 
pareto meet thy God O lirael, therefore 


| do thou prepare to meet thy God Olſrael: 


[ do not ſend you achalleng ſaith God, that 
you ſhould prepare to mect with your. 
God to fight with him, or torefiſt hi, 
not to meet Godin his anger, and to op- 
poſe him, no; but prepare to meet thy 


God, by preventing his Judgements, 


with your Repentance, and returning 
unto him. If a man be comivg to your 
houſe, and you go out to meet him, why 


+then you prevent him by meeting of hims. - 


So when we preveat Gods Judgements, 
by our Repentance, we are ſaid to meet 
with God. 

From bence then I take up this Obſerva- 
tion or Docrine. | 

That when God ts reſ{olved to come out 
againſt a Nation' or people, it is their 
duty to prepare to mect with God. 

For the opening and proſecuting hereof 
I ſhall labour ro ſhew you , | 

Firſt, That God doth ſeem ſometimes to 
be as a ſtand concerning a people, whether 
he ſhould truſt to them any longer or not, 
or whether he ſhould puniſh them or 
noe. ; 


Secondly, 


Secondly, That if they do-not come to 
him, and meet with him, . he will then 
reſolve to go out againſt them in his 
wrath. ” : 

Thirdly, That when God doth reſolve 
to go out againſt a people in his wrath, 
1c 1s their duty to prepare to meet 
him. 

Fourthly, I (hall Iabour to ſhew, how 
a people, or family, or perſoo, may pre- 
pare themſelves to meet with God in the 
way of his anger, when he is going out 
againſt them. 

Firſt, Though God is alwates reſolved 
in biwmſelf what ro do. with a people, 
yet he icems tous to be ata ſtand, whe- 12 
ther he {hould deliver them or not, orf ,, 
whether he ſhould puniſh them or not, # 
whether he ſhould thew mercy to them ( 
or not; as you may (ee Exad. 33. 5. For q 
the. Lord ſaid unto Moſes, ſay unto the eb1l- b 
dren of Iſrael, ye are a ftiffnecked people ;, 1 ; 
will come up into the midjt of thee in a mo- 
ment and conſume thee ; therefore now_ put 
off thy Qrnaments from thee, that I may know 
what to do unto thee, that:L may ſhew, or 
make known what to do utto thee, as it 
1s 10 the Hebrew : this is ſpeaking afte 
the manner of men3 andioin G-n,18.21, 
1 will go down naw , and ſce wheher the 
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have done aig Ur to the cry if 
| 38, which 3s come unto me, and if not, Iwill. 
hriow : And Again, Gen. 22. 12. Lay not 
thine hand upon the Lad , neither do any 
thing unto him, for now I know that thou 
ſeareft God; ſpeaking after the manner of 
men. And Again, Hoſea 6. 4. OEphra- 
im whats ſhall 1 do unto thee, O Judah what 

Wi ſhall I do unto thre: And in Hoſea 11.8. 
How ſhall 1 give thee up 0 Ephraim, how 
ſhalt I deliver thee Iſrael, how ſhall I wake 
ut? :bee as Admah., how ſhall I ſet thee as Te- 
4} bom: Here are four Hows in our Tranſ: 

cf lation , though bur two in the-Hebrew, 
©] How ſhall 1 give thee up, How ſhell T deliver 
*} thee, How ſhall I make thee as Admah, How 
Mn Pall 1 {ct thee as Zeboim: As if the Lord, 
( to {peak after the manner of men ) were 
In a great (treight, and knew not what to 
do, was not refolyed what to do3 Sol ſay 
thuugh God 1s alwates reſolved in himſelf, 
yet he ſeems to us to be t a ſtand fome- 
times, whether he ſhall ſhew mercy or 
DO. . | 7 
But you will ſay, how doth this com? 
to paſe, that God doth fomerimes ſeem to 

be- thus at a ftand. | 

I anſwer , you know bom it 15 with a 
tender Father, that hath a rebellious 
Child; faith the Father, 1 will thruſt him 
| Ot 
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out of doors, I will utterly caſt him off, 
I bave often admoniſhed him, and threat- 
ned him, and corrected him , and yet heis 
neverthe better , therefore I amreſolved 
even to turn him out of doors; I butthen 
he reflets, and thinks again, He is my 
child, heis the Son of my bowels, how 
ſhall I, how can I give him up, how can | 
I turn him out of doors? why now God 
1s more tender to his Children, than any 
Father can beto his Children, and there- 
fore his being at a ſtand doth ſpeak out, 
and declare his bowels to his people - His 
bowels are at work whilſt their fins pro- 
_ vokehims; One while he looks upoa their 
. hos, and another while he looks upon 
Chriſts ſatisfaRion ; one while he hears the 

Law call Juſtice, Juſtice, another while be 

hears Chriſt -c:iy Mercy , Mercy 3 There 
is Juſtice and mercy both in God , that 
he may have the honour of both, and 
therefore God ſeems to be at 2 ſtand ſfome- 


times; ſaies God , Theſe are my people, 
and if I puniſh them the enemies will re- 
proach me, and [I ſhall be diſhonoured, 
and they are wy people (£11! for all their 
finoing againſt me, and thus God ſeems 

to be at a (ſtand. - 
But you will ſay, when may God ſeem 
to be at a ſtand, and not to be rcfolved 
| what 
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what to do, ſpeaking after the manner 
of men. | 

| anſwer firſt, when the Saints and Mi- 
niſters of God, know not whatis beſt to 
be done in regard of the times, then is 
God at a ſtand, For ſaith the Lord, bal 7 
do any thing , and not revcal it to my ſervant; 
| #he Prophets : Therefore | ſay when the 
Saints , and Servants, and Miniſters of 
God are at a ſtand, and know not whar 
todo, then God ſeems to beat a ſtand. 
-, Szcondly, Whea the Diſfpeaſationso£ 
is | God, go forward, and backward, then 
»- | the Lord (&ms to be at a ſtand; when a 
ir | man gors out of his houſe about his buii- 
na | neſs, and goes forward and backward ia 
ze | the ſtreet, you will (ay, that man is not 
he | well reſolved what rodo, nor which wap 
re} togo; And thus it ſeems to be ſometimes 
at | with God, his dipenfations in the world 
go forward, and backwerd, and this is 
the time, that God 1s, as it wereat @ 
ſtand , whether he ſhall ihew mercy or goz 
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re-j| And fo I have done with the firſt geoeral. 
d, The ſecond is this : That though God. 
eirf} ſeem to be at a ſtand fometimes, yet if 
ms| mendo not come unto him, and meethim, 


He will reſolve to go forth againſt them , 
Therefore thus will 1 do unto thee: | have 
been 4 lovg time ſtriving with you , and 
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2 Repentance, theonly way © 
Yet have ye not returned unro me, and 
vow I am refolved, and this is Gods 
Meflage. * 

Now for theclecring of this 

Firſt, I thall open the truth of it unto 
Toi 
Secondly, I ſhall prove it, and 

Thirdly , 1 ſball fhew you, when God 
may be ſaid to go forth againſt a people 
or Natton. 

Firſt, Foropening of it, you mult not 
tWipk . as I-faid before, that God is at 
any time unreſolved 1a himſelf, or that he 
knows pot what todo, No , For known to 
God are all his works fromthe beginning of the 
world, unto the end fajes the Apoltle. 
Ads 15. r8. There isnothipg future , or 
ro come, to God; God is not meaſured , 
neither doth ke meaſure by time ; There 
13 nothing before, nor after with God in 
Eternity 3 All. ispreſent, and altogether 
before him at once, and therefore | ſay 
God is notat any timeunreſolved in him- 
felf, what he ſhall do with this br that 
people. Now further, God is faid to will 
a thing in a twofold reſpet, either in re- 

gard 


Of his Decree, or 

Of his Diſpenſations. - 
In regard of his decree, his love is 
from 
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{ cree, but 1n regard of his diſpenſations. 
But 


the Goſpel. 
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from Eternity, and yet the ſame man may 
ſeem to be a child of wrath in regard of 
the diſpenſation : every Elc& perion is a 
child of God from Eternity in regard of 
Gods decree, and yet he is a child of 
wrath until he be converted inregard of 
Gads diſpenſations. So when I ſay, that- 
God ſeems to be ataſtand, and unreſolved, 
and that if men do hot come unto him he 
will then go forth againſt them : This is 
not to be underſtood in regard of his de- 


Secondly, For. the proof of it: it is 
ſaid, God will not alwayes ſtrive with the 
Children of men, neither will he alwayes 
wait, and exped fruit froma fruicles and 
barren people, Read the parable of the 
figtree Luke 13. 7. A certain man had a 
figtree Ec. and he ſaid nnts the dreſſer of his 
Vineyard , behold theſe three years T come, 
ſeeking ſuit an this figtree, and find none, 
cut it down why cumbreth it the groun4. 
Now though this parable doth concern 
the Jews, anditconcerns us alſo , wherein 
we may (ce there are three times, which 
go over the heads of all thoſe that ſit under 
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A time of ſoul mercy. 
A time of Gods forbearance, and 
A time ct Judgement or cutting down. 


There is time of forbearance and (triv- 
ing, a time when God ſeems to be ata 
ftand, bur thenif men will not come unto 
him,hewill reſolve togoforth againlt them. 
Rom. 2.4,5- verſes. Deſpiſeſt thou the riches 
of his goodnefs, and forbearance , and long 
ſuffering, rot knowing that the goodneſs of God 
' leadeth thee to repentance 1, But af ter thy hard- 
neſs anc impenitent heart , treaſureſt up unto 
thy ſlf wrath againſt the dy of wrath, and 
revelation of tke righteows Judgement of God, 
who will render to every man according to his 
aeeds. So I {ay that, though Godſrem to 
be at a ſtand as to his diſpenſations , yet if 
m-ndo not comein unto him, he will then 
 refolve to go forth againſt them in his 
wrath. « 
But you will fay further,” when'may 
God be1aidto go forth againſt a Nation or 
people 1a his anger. 

Firit , For anfwer you may know it by 
Gods diſpenſations, it tis diſpeoſations do 
b<ſpeak io much , and do plaialy declare 
tat God is going forth agaiolt a Nation oc 
people, then you may be ſure that he is 
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reſolved to go forth in his anger : and 
therefore 

Firſt, Obſerve when a Judgement comes 
that is extraordicary , then the Lo#d js 
gone out pggainſt that people : The Lord ss 
known by the Tudgements, which Le execulcth , 
the wicked is ſnared in the work of bis own 
hands, Tſal. 9. 16. 

Secondly, Look when God reſtrains 
prayer froma people , when he knocks off, 
and draws 5 the hearts of his children 
from praying for ſuch a people , thenis 
God certainly coume 0.t 2gainlt them in his 
wrath. | 

Thirdly, When all things work toge- 
ther for the worſt, then the Lordis againſt 
that people; when ail things inſtcad of 
working together for the belt , dv the con- 
trary, and work together for the worlt , 
then is God luccly againſt that people. 

But then 2, As you may knww when 
Godis reſolved to go out agaiult 2 peopic 
by his diſpenſctions, fo you mzy alſo 
know 1t by our Practices : As when God 
:thifs 2a people forcrying Sins, a#nd yer 
incorrigableneſs follaws, then doth the 
Lord reſolve to,go againlt thatpeople in 
wrath : As yon may ſee 1g this Chepter 
wherein our Tcxtis, There you fiod the 
people were guilty of great fins, of great 

M3 ._op- 
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Oppreſſion, and great oe Wh and 
Idolatry , and God - did not only affli&t 
them for theſe ſins but for others too, and 
thereſore you find inthe 7. verſe, Thave 
with-heid the rain from you, and beve can wag | 
it torainwpon oneCily , and not upon another, 
Here was diftindtion of Judgments accor- 
ding to their ſevcral fins : And ſoat the 
11, verſe. Thave overthrown you, as God 
overthrew Sodom, and Gomorrah, and you 
were 4s firebrands pluckt out of the burning , 
&c. Gud exerciſed them with ſeveral Aﬀi- | 
cons, and they were diſtinguiſhing athi- 
ions too, and yet they were incorriga- 
ble; God tells them, that he had :fflicted 
them with cleaneſs of teeth , and want of 
rain, and yet have they not returned unto 
me ſaith the Lord, therefore thus will I do 
unto thee , &c. Thus you ſee what diltin- 
guiſhing 2ffli&tions they were exerciſcd 
with, I have ſent the © Social among you , 
yet have ye not returned unto me ſaith mA | 
lord; 8nd yetafter all theſe ſore ſtrokes, 
ng. {ti} remained incorrcigable , and 
therefor God was reſolved to go forth 
agaioft them in his wrath, and ſo I have 
cone with the ſecond General. 

Thirdly , Itis theduty of a people, or 
Nation to prepare to meet the Lord, 
when he 15 coming out againſt them: + 
- There | 
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Ws thas will I do unto ire 0 477 rael, Sh 
becauſe Twill dothw , prepare to meet thy God 
0 Tjrael. 

For the cleering of this I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew you; 

Firſt, That ic is a dreadtulching to meet 
with God in the way of kis anger, and 
Juſtice. 

Secondly, That though it be dreadful, 
yet it is not (o dreadfuito the people of 
God as to others. 

Thirdly, That though it be not ſo 
dreadful to the people of Gad as to others, 


yet it is very uncomfortable for them too, 


to meet with God 1n his wrath. 

Fourthly, That when God is gone 
forth againſt a-people inhis anger, andin 
the way of his wrath, its their duty to 
prepare to mect with God. 

Firſt, It is a very dreadful thing to 
meet with God in the way of hisapger, 
who may abide the day of his wrath? It is a 
fearful thing (aith the Apoſtle, to fall into 
the band of the living God, Heb. 10. 31. 
For offi Go is a conſurrmring fir e, Heb. 12.29. 
not a warming fire: There 1s a warming 
fire 1n your bouſes, and thats very com- 
fortable in cold weather , but there isa 
confuming fire allo, a hire that burns down 


hou' es, and Cities, and that. fire is very 
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conſuming firez your fire conſumes your 
wood and coal, bur it doth not conſume 
your houſe,” it doth not remove the 
Rocks - but the fire of Gods anger doth (o, 
as you may lee, Nahuw.'t. 5, 6. verſes. 
The mountains quake at him, the hills melt, and 
the earth is burnt at his preſence, yea the rid, 


and all that dwell therein, who can fland | 


before his indignation , and who can abide 
the fierceneſi of his anger , his fury is poured 
out like fire, and the rocks are thrown 
down by him. Thus you ſee it is a very 


dreadtu] thing to meet with God inthe. 


way of his anger. But | | 

Secondly , Though it be dreadful and 
terrible, yet it is not fo dreadful tothe 
people of God as to others. 

Firſt , Though God be angry with 
his own people ; yet it is but little, in 
compariſon to what he 1s with others 3 
As in Zach. 1. 2. "The Lord was ſore dij- 
pleaſed with your Fathers, and at the 12. 
verie , there it is ſaid God bad indignation 
againſt them threeſcore and ten yea#, and 
then at the 15. yerſe, And I am very ſore 
diſpleaſed with the Heathes that are ateaſe, 
for 1 was but a little diſpleaſed , and they 
belped forward the afflition : Here you ſee 
God was greatly diſpleaſed with the 

Loo Heathen , 
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terrible and dreadful : why our God is a Z 


Heathen 
| his people 3 his diſpleaſure is but little 
to them, in compariſon with whatit is to 
others, = 

Secondly , Though God be angry with 
his own people, yet his aoger is their 
friend. If a man be myfriend , not only 
his purſe is my friend, but his \wordalſo , 
if I have occaſion; ſoif God be my friend, 
not only his love is my friend , but his 
anger too , but it is not fo with the 
wicked. , | 

Thirdly , Though God be angry with 
his own people yet they have alwayres 
free grace to fly unto, and to be their 
friend, but it is not thus with the 
wicked. | 

Fourthly, Though God be angry with 
his own people, yet they know, or may 
know , «that God is in Covenant with 
them, and that they have ſome ſweet, 
and precious promiſes which belong to 
them : Nahum. 1.5, 6. Who can rs 
frerceneſs of kis wrath , &c. Bat look at the 
7. verle. The Lord is good, a firone bold 
in the day of trouble, and be kaoweth them 
that truſt in him - ig the worſt times the 
people of God have promiſes to run unto 
for ſhelter 3. mark how che promiſe comes 
io here : /Haying ſhewed the HE of 
Er | ods 


2 m—_—_ 
fff, 


= ** 


, and bur lirtle diſpleaſed againſt s 
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Gods wrath in the 5.and6. verſes, who 
ear ſtand before his preſence, &c. He comes 
in with this promiſe at the 7. verſe, 
The Lord is good, and a ſtrong hold in 
the day of trouble, he knoweth them that 
truſt 16 him. 

Fifthly, Though God be angry with, 
and aftii& his own people, yet they know, 
or may know, that God is atfited with 
them, Chriſt partakes in theic Aﬀictions 
with them. | 

Sixthly, Though God do affii& his 
own people for their ſins, yet they know 
or may know, that God alwayes gives a 
due allowance 1n reference to their ſins 
and Infirmities; the beſt Gold muſt have 
an allowance of ſome droſs, and the beſt 
Saint muſt have an allowance upon the 
Acccunt of his Infirmities, faies the Lord, 
Hoſea T1. 8. How ſhall 1 make thee as 
Admah, and ſet thee 2s Zeboim ;, why did not 
the Lord ſay 5 How thall I make thee as 
Sodom or Gomorrah , ſayes ferom, It 
was becauſe Admah, and Zeboim were 
lefler Cittes, and were drawn into fin, 
by the example of the great Cities of So- 
dom and Gomorrah : and fo the ten Tribes 
were drawn into fin, by the great Cities 
of Judah. and by Jerufalem, and there- 
fore God faies , how ſhall l m:ke theeas } 

. | Admah. | 
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Admah , &c. So 1 ſay, God doth TE 

give an allowance to his own people; even 

inthe day of his wrath. 

| Seventhly, Though God be angry with 

| his own people, yet they may ſee God 

ſmile ſometimes, even through his Q@pwos 3 

| faith doth many times pull the vizard from 

the face of Chriſt as | may ſay, that when 

| he ſeems to be their enemy , yet (till they 

know that all things ſhall work together 

for their good. 

| Eighthly, Though God be angry with 

his own people, yet they know, or ma 

| know,that God will alwayes have a hiding 

Z place for them, and ſohe will never pro- 
vide for others. It may be obſerved , 
that when Gods people 1n former Times 

_ were perſecuted in one part of the world, 

| they had alwayes acceptance and enter-. 

| taintment in ſome other part of the worldz ,, 

and when they were perſecuted from* 

thence, they had till acceptance el 

| where, according to that of Chriſt% 
If they perſecute you in one City, flee unto ano- 
ther, watil the Son' 'of M1an come , Matt. 10. 

' 23. Why what is the meaning of this, 

but that God will alwayes have ſome 

hiding place for his people , until Chriſt 

| come again. 

|  Niathly, Thcugh God be angry with 

> his 
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his own people, yet they koow or may 


know. that they are delivered from wrath 
to come, and they may comfort them- 
ſelves thus 3 Tis true , that this diſpeaſa- 
tion of God towards me ts inaoger, but 
yet Iagm delivered from wrath to come ; 
but now it is not fo with others, the pre- 
ſent diſpenſations of Gods wrath upon the 
wicked , are but fore-runners of. his 
eternal wrath , which. ſhall come upon 
them; but 1t 1s not ſo with the Satars. 
Andſol conclude this ſecond particular, 
That though it be very dreadſul when 
God goes forth againſt a people 1a his 


wrath, yet it is not ſo dreadful to the peo- 


ple of God as itis toothers. But 
Thirdly, Though 1t be oct fo terrible 
for the people of God to meet with God 
in his anger and asit 1s forothers, yetit 
Is a very hard ' and uncomfortable thing 
for them to meet with God in this way, 
for they are uſed to have other kind of 
mectings with God, they uſe to meethim 
in theAflcmblies, to meet him in love, there 
the Saints defire to meet with God. But 
Fourthly , If God do po forth aglinſt 
a people 1n his wrath, ic is their duty, 
the duty of them all , and of Gods own 


people alſo, togo forth to meet God: It 


ts here commanded in the Text by way 


of 
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of reaſon; It is the duty of Gods people 
and of others alſo, to honour Gad when 
they are under his ciſpenfations 3 now | 
when men go forth to meet God, then they 
honour him ; Abraham and Loft intended 
to honour the Angel, and therefore they 

' went forth to meet him 3 Joſeph would 
honour his , Father Jacob, and therefore 
he went forthro meet him : AMſes would 
honour his Father Jethro , and therefore 
he went forth to meet him : Abigazrd would 
honour David , and theretore ſhe went 
forth to meer him; 44ribs would honour 
Chriſt , and therefore went forth to meet 
bim ; Corzelizs and the believing Romans 
would honour Paxl, and therefore they 
went forth to mect him: Ando ita man 
be coming to your houſe, if you would 
honour him you go forth to meet him; 
Why now it is our duty to honour God, 
and therefore it is our duty alfo to pre- 
pare to meet with God, that we may there- 
by honour him, 

And further It is the duty of all Gods 
people to hold a compliance with his 
diſpea{ations, now if you do not go to 
meet with God, you do not comply with 
his diſpenſations : So that L ſay when God 

comes forth againſt a people, it is their 
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" 174 Repentance, the only way 
duty to goforth, and to prepare to meet 
him, And ſol come to the fourth General 
which was propoſed. 

Fourthly, Ifit be the duty of a people, 
when God goes forth againſt them in his 
anger to prepare to meet him, Why then 
what ſba}l we do, . to prepare our ſelves 
to meet with God; for ſometimes God 
ſeems to be at a ſtand , and to be un- 
reſolved what to do, and ſometimes 
he is reſolved to go forth againſt . a 
people , now what ſhall we do that we 
may prepare to meet God in both theſe 
Caſes, 

I ſhall anſwer theſe two Queſtions, 
and ſpeak to them diſtin&ly, and ſo 
conclude without any further Applica- 
rion. 


in this caſe, then break off from your 
uncertainties and leave them , do not 
ſtand ſhall I , ſhall, as we ſay, inre- 
ference to your repentance and newneſs 
of life, be not uncertain in your Judg- 
ments and practices. As in Hoſea 6. 4. 
O Ephraim ſaith God what ſhall 1 do unto 
thee , why Lord, might they ſay, Why 
art thou at an uncertainty with ws, why 
ſaith God , becauſe you are at an wncer- 

tainty 


Firſt, If you would meet with God 


. 


\ 


* fo prevent Tudgements.. 
tainty with me, your goodneſs is as the mor- 
ning cloud , and as the early dew it goeth 
gway - Sometimes you take up good reſo- 
lutions, but they fade away again pre- 
ſentlyz Sometimes you are grieved and 
troubled for fin , but your repentaace 
fades way , as the morning dew ; (ome- 
times you will perform duties, but 
your goodneſs fades away quickly ,- 
and therefore I am at this uncertainty 
with you , becauſe you are at ſuch un- 
certainty with me; would you then meet 
with God in this caſe, why then break 
Fg your uncertainties, that is the 
firſt. 

Secondly, If God ſeem to beat a ſtand, 
then do you repent and turnto God, for 
this is that which God expe&s, and looks 
for, yet have ye not returned unto me ſaith 
the Lord: The Lord repeats it again and 
again , in the cloſe of ſeveral verſes, 
though I have been at a ſtand , yet 
have ye not returned unto me ſaith the 
Lord, Therefore | ſay when God ſeems 
to be at a ſtand, be ſure that you re- 
turn unto God; and what I ſay unto 
one, I ſay untoall, and to my own ſoul 
alſo; Doth the Lord ſeetn to be ata ſtand 
with us, then let us all retwro » 

the 
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"276 ©" Ruent8F, Theonhway 
the Lord by repentance, it may be he 

_ bis hand 'to ſee what we will 
0. 

Thirdly , If God feemto be at a ſtand, 
and if you would meet with him, then 
20 , and make your choice, Chuſe rather 
to ſuffer affliction with the people of God, 
thas to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for @ ſea- 
ON. 
Fourthly, If the Lord feem to be at an 
Uncertainty in point of his diſpeaſatiohs , 
and if you would meet with God, then 
take heed that you do not defire the wo- 
full day, take heed thatthere be none 
among you who do delire the wofullday 
ro come : A day of confution in a Nation 
is a wofull day , aday of civil Waris a wo- 
full day, civil War begins with uacivil 
ſins, and ends in unciyil Butcheries. 
Again | 

Fifthly, If God ſeem ta be at a ſtand, 
in point of his diſpenſatioos, and if Tem- 
ptations do then come to draw you off 
from Gud, why do you aniwerall #ith 
this: How hall I do this thing, aad yet 
not fin againſt God, how fhall I do this 


thing, and yet not fin againſt my own 


conſcience, ſhall che Lord have his How's 


for you as I may ſay, god will you 
. bave 
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have none for h'm? ſhall the Lord fay » 
How ſball I give thee up. 0 England / 
How ſhall I give thee up; 0 Lo»don ! HoW 
ſhall Ipivetheeup, 0 Tarmonth! andw ill 
not you ſay , How ſhall 1 ſin againſt the 
Lord, ſhall the Lords bowels ycarn, and 
turn within him for you, and ſhall not yo"! 
tura to God 3; ſhall the Lord ſay, 
Druokard ! How ſhall I g vethee up? © 
Swearer |! How ſhall I give thee up? O 
Sabbath-breaker ! how ſhail l give thee 
up ? O unclean Perſon or the like, how 
(hall Igive thee up ? And ſhall not you ſay 
how ſhall I do this thing , and yet nor fin 
againſt God? Therefore do thus, and 
then you will be able to meet with God 1a 
this caſe. 

But 2. As for the ſecand part of this 
Queſtion. Suppoſe the Lord he reſolved 
as I hope he is not, to go forth againſt 
this Nation, you may obſerve how he 
ſtands hovering as it were over the Nati- 
on5 but if God ſhould reſolve to goout 
againſt us, would you know how to pre- 
pare to meet with God ? 

Then you muſt obſerve what thoſe evils 
arethatdo provoke Gad , and labour and- 
ſtrive againſt them till they be removed 3 
and in order hereunto, 
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Firſt, If you would meet with God in 
the way. of bis Juſtice and Anger , then 
you muſt get Chriſt into your Arms, as I 
way ſay, and ſo go forth and meet God: 
It 1s wricten of one, that when be wonld 
g31n favour of his King, be uſe toger the 
Kings ſon in his Arms, and fo he gotthe 
favour hedefired; fo if you would find 
favour with God, get Jeſus Chriſt into 
your arms, and ſo go forth to meet bim.' 


inthe way of his aoger and Juſtice, then 
you muſt humble your ſelf before him and 
ſubmit unto him : There are two parts 
Humiliation , Sorrow for fin, and fub- 
miſſion to God; now it way be youare 
. wanting in one of theſe, therefore labour 
to 2bound in both , and ſo go forth to 
meet God. 

Thirdly , If fou would meet with God 
in the way of his anger and Juſtice, then 
do you live juſtly , and deal joltly and 
righreouſly. He hath ſhewedth:e 0 man what 
is good, and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do juſily, and to lowe mercy, and 
10 walk humbly with thy God; Micah. 6.8. 
O my ſriends, labour todo what God com- 
mands, and ' what God expedts : Now 
., when he comes out againſt a people in the 
"T : way 


Secondly, If you would meet with God . 
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way of his Juſtice, he expeRs 
ſhould be found doing [Juſtice ; read the 
9. verſe, The Lords woice eryeth wnto the 
City, Hear ye the rod , and who hath ap- 
poimted it 5 Gods voice is to ſcare us, and 
to cauſe us to leave ſin and to turn 
unto him, and therefore he ſayes, Hear 
ye the rod, and who hath appointed 
ir. 

_ Fourthly , If you would meet with God 
inthe way of his anger, then preſent unto 


. God your free-will cfferiogs, and pray 


unto him and ſeek his face 3 when Jacob 
went forth to meet his brother Ear, he 
ſent preſents tohim , and his brothers face 
was chavged 3; O what will become of 
thofe that never prayed one prayer more 
in private for all this anger and wrath of 


God, that ſeems tobe coming out againſt 


or 
Fifthly , If you would meet with God in 


his anger, then get ſuffering grace: ' 
How can you be able to mer with 


God in the way of this anger in ſuffe- 
rirg Times , if you have not ſuffering 
grace? 

Sixthly, If you would meet with 
God in hisanger, be ſure to be doing 
the work of your HY day ; ſhzw mercy 
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to uhols ibat want mercy, "They as 
are mercitul - ſhall obtain mercy with 
Gaud z. what. will your woury avail you 
io: the dayxof Gods wrath. 2 The only | 
way to- meet with God 1o his wrath, is ' 
to (hew mercy. 
Seventhly, If you would be ble . to 
meet with God in the way of hisaoger, 
' then wait upon Gd in the way of his { 
Jucgemests, and in due time you (hall be { 
a 

v 
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9bie to (ſay, This is our God, Loe 
ths our God we have waited for him; 
arid 3t Gud be gong , lay hold of him, 
take hold upen him, for ſo we arecom- b 
PREY Hatah 25.4, 5. Fury is. not im | 0 
&c. Or let him take hold of my 

h 
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Fr that he may make peace with 
pit , and he ſhall wake peace with me. _. 

Et 'ighthly, If you would. meet with 
Gud in the way of his anger , then 


lay" aſide your particular {otereſts, and | di 
 Yunk it your duty, and delfire to do M 
ir. | O 

Laſtly, If you would prepare to ſp 
mcer with - God in the way of his of 
arger, then now whilſt you have a | vc 
little thme , Goe and ler your ſelf and | co 
your houſe in order., that whatſcever pe 
may come , you 'may bave ROWE ba 

elle 
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elſe to do but to d 
God do come 'in | 
Anger, you -may be: able to fay-l 
have heard the Rod, and have 


e 5 


trembled ;, . 'and ' have -\prepared to 


meet With Ged © And if. God: ſhould 
pot ccme in wrath, but :fome other 


way , yet you will have great com- 


fort in your preparing to meet with 
God ; For either God will come out 
againſt the Nation in anger, or he 
will not 5 if he do not, you will not 
loſe by your -preparing to. meet hims 
but if he do , and you are prepared to 
. meet with him, then will God meet 
with you in Love , becauſe you 
have prepared to meet with bim in 
Anger. Es 


Therefore as you defire to be found 
doing the work , that God woud 
"have you to' do in this Cafe, Think 
of, and remember what hath been 
ſpoken. AJ] you chat hear this word 
of Gud ,, prepare to meet with Goa, 
' you know not how ſoon the Lord may 
come out againſt: you in wrath , his diſ- 


pen{ations in the world ſeem to run 


backward , a:zd forward : Therefore 
be 
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